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Virginia Drought Update

Main Takeaway
Recent above normal precipitation in 
southwest and northern areas of the 
state has provided some drought relief, 
though long term severe dryness 
persists in central and southern areas 
of the state. Groundwater levels 
remain much below normal in many 
areas.

This Week’s Summary
Rainfall was near normal for much of 
the Commonwealth. The Big Sandy 
Drought Evaluation Region’s drought 
watch advisory status was lifted to a 
normal status. The USDM had small 
one category improvements in central 
areas, and one category degradation in 
southeast areas of the state.

Next Week’s Outlook
Below normal precipitation is 
forecasted for most of the 
Commonwealth, with totals of less 
than half an inch expected. Areas 
around Roanoke and along the West 
Virginia border are expected to receive 
the lowest precipitation totals of less 
than a quarter inch.

For the assessment period ending 
August 27, 2026

Category
Current 

Coverage
Change Since Last 

Week

DO: Abnormally Dry 40.9% -4.46%

D1: Moderate Drought 20.68% -1.52%

D2: Severe Drought 13.72% +1.50%

D3 : Extreme Drought 0.29% +0.01%

D4: Exceptional Drought 0.00% 0.00%
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For more information, visit 
www.deq.virginia.gov/water/
water-quantity/drought

Recent 30-day precipitation was below 
normal in a central band of the state from 
Staunton south to Danville, as well as 
throughout the Chowan, Northern 
Coastal Plain, and Southeast Virginia 
Drought Evaluation Regions. Longer term 
severe and extreme dryness persists in 
central and south-central regions of the 
state.

Groundwater levels throughout
the Commonwealth remain 
below normal and continue 
to decline. Several indicator 
wells in the state are recording 
provisional record low water levels for 
the given day of the year.

Realtime streamflow levels 
were below normal in 
portions of the Meherrin, 
Roanoke, upper James, and 
Upper Shenandoah River 
watersheds. 

The Smith Mountain Lake and John Kerr Reservoir indicators are 
approximately five and eight feet below normal pool elevation respectively. 
All other major water supply reservoir indicators were in normal status.

Several gages on 
smaller stream 
segments were setting 
provisional record daily 
low flows.
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