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Virginia Environmental Justice Act and DEQ

Overview

The Virginia Environmental Justice Act of 2020 defines environmental justice and outlines a policy to “promote
environmental justice and ensure that it is carried out throughout the Commonwealth...” The 2026 House Bill 1266
directs DEQ to update, take public comment on, and issue guidance for environmental justice in permitting.

How is environmental justice defined in Virginia?

The Virginia Environmental Justice Act (“VEJA”), § 2.2-234 and § 2.2-235 of the Code of Virginia, became law in 2020
and defines environmental justice as “the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of every person, regardless of race,
color, national origin, income, faith, or disability, regarding the development, implementation, or enforcement of any
environmental law, regulation, or policy.”

o Fair treatment is defined as “the equitable consideration of all people whereby no group of people bears a
disproportionate share of any negative environmental consequence resulting from an industrial, governmental, or
commercial operation, program, or policy.”

¢ Meaningful involvement is defined as “the requirements that (i) affected and vulnerable community residents
have access and opportunities to participate in the full cycle of the decision-making process about a proposed
activity that will affect their environment or health and (ii) decision makers will seek out and consider such
participation, allowing the views and perspectives of community residents to shape and influence the decision.”

The DEQ Office of Environmental Justice webpage (www.deq.virginia.gov/EJ) includes a link to the VEJA text where you
can find additional information and definitions.

DEQ’s policy statement, § 10.1-1183 of the Code of Virginia, was updated in 2020 to add the following statements to the
purposes of DEQ:
e “To further environmental justice and enhance public participation in the regulatory and permitting processes;”
and
e “To ensure the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national origin,
faith, disability, or income with respect to the administration of environmental laws, regulations, and policies.”

What is House Bill 12667?
House Bill 1266, which became law on July 1, 2026, directs DEQ to update its 2023 draft guidance on environmental
justice in the permitting process to consider:

1) how to assess the cumulative impacts of the types of permits covered in the guidance; and

2) outreach strategies to engage communities impacted by any such permit.

HB 1266 includes three deadlines for DEQ to follow in the process of updating and issuing the guidance:
e July 31, 2026 — DEQ to hold two public town halls;

e October 31, 2026 — DEQ to respond to public comments; and
e December 31, 2026 — DEQ to issue the final guidance.

What are the opportunities for public comment on a guidance document?
e DEQ may elect to provide an informal public comment period on a draft guidance document. During an informal
public comment period, DEQ will invite input and feedback on any topic related to the draft guidance.
e According to the requirements of the Virginia Administrative Process Act, § 2.2-4002.1 of the Code of Virginia,
guidance documents shall be subject to a 30-day public comment period.
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Public Town Hall

What can | expect at a public town hall?
¢ An informational presentation about environmental justice in Virginia, the requirements of HB 1266, and public
comment process for developing a guidance document
e An opportunity to provide feedback on the following two topics:
o how to assess the cumulative impacts of the types of permits covered in the guidance; and
o outreach strategies to engage communities impacted by any such permit.

How do | get more information or updates?
e Goto DEQ's EJ Guidance webpage — www.deq.virginia.gov/EJ-guidance

e Sign up for DEQ Office of Environmental Justice email updates — www.deq.virginia.gov/EJ-updates

Contacts:

e Viktoriia De La Casas — Cross Media Division Director
o Viktoriia.Delascasas@deq.virginia.gov
o 804-912-3674

e Danielle Simms — Environmental Justice Program Manager
o Danielle.Simms@deq.virginia.gov
o 804-914-3508

e Gwen McCrea — Public Participation Coordinator
o Gwendolin.McCrea@deq.virginia.gov
o 804-914-3509

o Kate Miller — Public Outreach Coordinator
o Kathryn.Miller@deq.virginia.gov
o 804-486-0492
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