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Virginia Drought Update

Main Takeaway
Widespread severe to extreme drought 
conditions remain across the 
Commonwealth. Localized rainfall has 
modestly improved conditions in 
eastern and southwestern portions of 
the state, but groundwater, surface 
water, and soil moisture levels remain 
significantly below normal across most 
of the Commonwealth.

This Week’s Summary
The Commonwealth received normal to 
above normal precipitation. Localized 
storm systems provided above normal 
weekly totals of 1.5 – 3.5 inches in 
southwest and areas east of I-95 and 
south of Fredericksburg. USDM 
conditions show some improvements in 
these areas with above normal rainfall.

Next Week’s Outlook
Blow-normal precipitation between 0.1 
– 0.5 inches forecasted for central and 
south-central areas of the state. Near 
normal totals between 0.5 – 0.75 inches 
forecasted for northern and 
southwestern regions of the 
Commonwealth. 

For the assessment period ending 
June 25, 2026

Category
Current 

Coverage
Change Since Last 

Week

DO: Abnormally Dry 0.00% 0.00%

D1: Moderate Drought 21.93% +7.27%

D2: Severe Drought 52.54% -0.28%

D3 : Extreme Drought 25.53% -6.99%

D4: Exceptional Drought 0.00% 0.00%
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For more information, visit 
www.deq.virginia.gov/water/
water-quantity/drought

Recent 30-day precipitation totals were 
near normal for much of the state, with 
the greatest deficits of 2 to 3 inches 
recorded around the Roanoke region and 
in central areas of the state. Longer-term 
(90- through 180-day) standardized 
precipitation index blends show 
widespread severe and extreme 
dryness throughout the state 
south of I-66.

Groundwater levels throughout
the Commonwealth remain 
well below normal, with 
minimal improvements noted 
from recent rainfall. Long-term 
below normal well levels persist 
throughout the state.

Short-term streamflow 
levels were much below 
normal statewide. 
Numerous stream 
gages in central and 
southern areas are 
near record
day-of-year lows.

U.S. Drought Monitor (USDM)

The Smith Mountain Lake reservoir indicator was in warning status, and the  
John Kerr Reservoir indicator was in watch status.
All other major water supply reservoir indicators were in normal status.
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