Commonwealth of Virginia
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

www.deq.virginia.gov
David L. Bulova Michael S. Rolband, PE, PWD, PWS Emeritus
Secretary of Natural and Historic Resources Director

Date: June 10, 2026

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
Mr. Jay Zook, General Manager
GFL Environmental, Inc.

11800 Lewis Road

Chester, VA 23831
jzook@gflenv.com

Subject: Green Ridge Recycling & Disposal Facility,
Cumberland, VA 23040
Land Protection Part B Application SWP626, DEQ Stormwater Management
Plans SWM #2025-0299, and DEQ Air Permitting Minor Source Review Permit
#53184-1

Dear Mr. Zook:

I hope this correspondence finds you well. This letter addresses three (3) separate permit actions
that have been submitted to the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) for
construction and operation of the Green Ridge Recycling & Disposal Facility (GRL) in
Cumberland, County.

1. Land Protection Part B Application SWP626:

The Part B Application was initially received on May 2, 2025. The application was
deemed completed in a letter from DEQ dated May 30, 2025. DEQ sent a technical
review letter to GRL on September 12, 2025, and requested GRL to respond by
November 11, 2025. A variance request application was submitted on September 26,
2025, and later withdrawn on May 13, 2026, after discussions with DEQ. To date, DEQ
has not received all information requested in the September 12, 2025, technical review
letter.

It is DEQ’s understanding that modification of the submitted landfill design will be
required to address technical comments in the letter of September 12, 2025, and
additional design changes will be required considering the withdrawal of the variance
request. Since no response has been received to the technical review letter and additional
design changes are being planned, DEQ does not have sufficient information to make a
determination and is returning your Part B application.
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Per 9VAC20-81-450.D.2., if a complete application is not received within 18 months of
the DEQ’s September 12, 2025, letter, subsequent submittals will be considered a new
application, and a new permit fee will be assessed.

2. Stormwater Management Plans —-SWM #2025-0299:

DEQ received your stormwater management plan review application for GRL project on
August 15, 2025. Upon review, DEQ determined that additional information was required
to complete the application and continue the plan review process. Our most recent
comment letter, dated September 5, 2025, notified you of this deficiency and the need to
provide the requested information. To date, DEQ has not received information requested
in the September 5, 2025, technical review letter.

As such, your incomplete stormwater management plan review application is being
returned and DEQ will not proceed with plan review. Any plan submission to construct
the same or a similar project will require a new plan review submission. Please be
advised that initiating a land-disturbing activity without obtaining stormwater
management plan approval, erosion and sediment control plan approval, and obtaining
coverage under the General VPDES Permit for Discharges of Stormwater from
Construction Activities if one acre or more of land disturbance will occur may result in a
violation of state law and regulations.

3. Air Permitting Minor New Source Review Permit #53184-1:

DEQ completed the draft Article 6-Minor New Source Review (NSR) air permit for the
GRL project in October 2025 and provided a copy of the draft to GRL representatives on
October 29, 2025. To date, although not a requirement, DEQ has not received any
comments regarding the draft permit from GRL officials.

Additionally, the Virginia Air Pollution Control Law (§10.1-1307.E.3) requires DEQ to
consider the suitability of the proposed activity to the area in which it will be located.
This factor may be satisfied through the submittal of the agency’s Land Use Suitability
and Value Form that has been completed and signed by authorized local officials. This
form has not been submitted and/or received by DEQ to date. Without a completed Land
Use Suitability and Value Form, DEQ cannot make a determination and staff will not
continue permit review for the Green Ridge Recycling & Disposal Facility Minor NSR
permit at this time. If GRL representatives choose to provide the Land Use Suitability
and Value Form, with or without providing comments to the draft, DEQ’s processing
timelines will restart from the beginning of the process.

In closing, please note that for each of the permit actions noted above, DEQ lacks sufficient
information required to make a determination to issue or deny the permit. The resulting review of
this information was undertaken in accordance with applicable law, regulations, and Department
guidance. This letter does not make or imply a final determination of compliance, nor does it
constitute a “case decision,” as defined by Virginia Code § 2.2-4001, regarding any of the
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actions undertaken as discussed in this letter. Pursuant to Virginia Code § 2.2-4001, a ““case’ or
‘case decision’ means any agency proceeding or determination that, under laws or regulations at
the time, a named party as a matter of past or present fact, or of threatened or contemplated
private action, either is, is not, or may or may not be (i) in violation of such law or regulation or
(i1) in compliance with any existing requirement for obtaining or retaining a license or other right
or benefit.”

If you have any questions about DEQ’s process, please contact me at (804) 698-4403 or via
email @ Jerome.Brooks@deq.virginia.gov

Sincerely,
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Jerome A. Brooks

Director - Piedmont Region

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
4949-A Cox Road, Glen Allen, VA 23060
Email: Jerome.brooks@deq.virginia.gov
Telephone # (804) 698-4403

CC: (via email)

Jaime B. Robb, DEQ, Water Operations Director, jaime.robb@deq.virginia.gov

Jeremy Kazio, DEQ PRO, Land Protection Program Manager,
jeremy.kazio@deq.virginia.gov

Jenny Poland, DEQ CO, Solid Waste Permit Coordinator, jenny.poland@deq.virginia.gov

JengHwa Lyang, DEQ VRO, Solid Waste Permit Writer, jenghwa.lyang@deq.virginia.gov

Dean Starook, DEQ PRO, Groundwater Remediation Specialist,

dean.starook(@deq.virginia.gov

Shawn P. McCaffrey, DEQ PRO, Solid Waste Permit Writer,
shawn.p.mccaffrey@deq.virginia.gov

Catherine Hill, DEQ PRO, Stormwater Plan Reviewer, catherine.hill@deq.virginia.gov

Anthony Faddoul, DEQ PRO, Air Permit Writer, anthony.faddoul@deq.virginia.gov

Mike D. Lawless, P.G., TRC, MLawless@trccompanies.com

Wendy D. Karably, PMP, TRC, WKarably@trccompanies.com

DEQ - PMT File, SWP626
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