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Michael J. Mussomeli, PWS

Environmental Specialist 11

Office of Wetlands and Stream Protection
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
1111 East Main Street, Suite 1400

Richmond VA 23219

(804) 659-1986

SENT VIA EMAIL: michael.mussomeli@deq.virginia.gov

Re:  Joint Permit Application No. 25-0752 MVP Southgate Amendment Project Pittsylvania County,
Virginia Mitigation Framework

Dear Mr. Mussomeli:

Thank you for your comments on the Comprehensive Stream and Wetland Monitoring, Restoration, and
Mitigation Framework. Mountain Valley has reviewed the comments and made the appropriate changes to the
Mitigation Framework. Responses to the comments are provided below. Accompanying this response letter
are redline pages of the changes indicated as well as a clean updated version of the Comprehensive Stream and
Wetland Monitoring, Restoration, and Mitigation Framework.

1. VDEO Comment: The Source for Wetland Attributes in Column A. Baseline Assessment of the Table
(Table) on page 1-3 includes the project delineation report. Please provide a copy with the Baseline
Assessment as a separate attachment.

MVPSG Response: Acknowledged. The delineation reports will be submitted under separate
cover.

2. VDEQ Comment: The narrative and Table notes the use of data sheets as source for various metrics
(e.g. dominant vegetation, invasive species, hydric soils, etc.). There are a number of small wetland
systems throughout the project corridor. Are data forms available for all these wetlands? Please ensure
that appropriate documentation for wetland systems that may contain two (2) or more different Cowardin
classes (e.g. PFO and PEM).

MVPSG Response: Yes, each wetland system has a data form and corresponding upland data
form. Additionally, any areas where a smaller portion of the same wetland (and same Cowardin
classification) reappears within the LOD with a different wetland ID, the data form for that
wetland is associated with the larger main wetland system. For wetlands that have multiple
Cowardin classifications, a data form was created for each classification. For example, a single
wetland with two Cowardin classifications would have two data forms and at least one upland
data form.

3. VDEQ Comment: Column F (Supplemental Credit Determination Methodology) of the Table notes
that no additional compensatory mitigation of palustrine scrub-shrub (PSS) or palustrine forested (PFO)
wetland impacts are proposed because compensatory mitigation has already been provided for
conversion impacts. Please note that DEQ may require that additional compensation could be required
if a palustrine emergent (PEM) condition is not achieved post-construction.
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MVPSG Response: Mountain Valley acknowledges this and had included stipulations within
the Maintenance & Adaptive Management Plan to ensure this situation occurs. As already
stated in the Plan:

“If Mountain Valley determines that adaptive management has not been and is not likely to be
successful in fully restoring an impacted resource, it may propose—subject to approval by the
USACE and relevant state agency, VDEQ or NCDEQ—that additional compensatory mitigation
credits or in-lieu-fee (ILF) payments be provided. This backstop measure provides assurance
that there will be no net loss of aquatic resources.”

4. VDEQ Comment: Please update the first paragraph of Section 7.0 to reflect type of impact and
mitigation proposed and approved in the VWP Individual Permit.

MVPSG Response: Section 7.0 of the Narrative has been updated to reflect the mitigation
strategy being implemented in both Virginia and North Carolina.

5. VDEQ Comment: Appendix A (Baseline Assessment Plan) references impacts identified within the
JPA. Please include applicable tables as an attachment or exhibit and reference them in the narrative,
including Sections 1.1 and 1.2.

MYVPSG Response: References to Table 2 (Stream Impacts) and Table 3 (Wetland Impacts) have
been incorporated into Sections 1 and 2 and provided in Exhibit E.

6. VDEQ Comment: Section 1.1.4, 1.1.5, and 1.1.6 note that dominant vegetation and invasive species
cover would utilize existing data forms to determine cover. For larger systems a thirty-foot radius plot
may not be sufficient to adequately represent coverage. Please ensure additional photographs are
provided that represents the condition of the system.

MVPSG Response: A sufficient number of photos will be taken to appropriately document the
condition of invasive species cover. Any supplemental photos will be taken during the pre-
crossing field meeting. All pre-crossing photos will be used to adequately compare dominant
vegetation and invasive species coverage to determine any adaptive management measures that
would need deployed during Year-1 monitoring.

7. VDEQ Comment: Please correct reference to visual assessment in Section 2.1.3 (Stream Vegetation).

MVPSG Response: Correct reference to Section 2.2.4 has been made.

8. YDEQ Comment: In Appendix F (Supplemental Credit), please correct typographic error in credit
required first row of Table 2.

MVPSG Response: Typographic error has been corrected.

9. VDEQ Comment: Please advise anticipated mitigation strategy for temporal loss.
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MVPSG Response: As shown in Tables 3 and 4, temporal loss will be mitigated through the
purchase of mitigation bank and ILF credits. These banks are listed within the tables. Upon
securing mitigation bank credits, Mountain Valley will provide the Bill of Sale to the DEQ.

Mountain Valley looks forward to continuing to work with the DEQ regarding this Project. Please contact
Cory Chalmers at cory.chalmers@eqt.com if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

AGE

Jeffrey J. Klinefelter
Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC.

cc (via email): Cory Chalmers, MVP
Justin Curtis, AquaLaw PLC
Christian King, Burns & McDonnell Engineering Company, Inc.
Lori Ferry, Burns & McDonnell Engineering Company, Inc.
Steven VanderPloeg, USACE
Richard Harmon, USACE
Samantha Wooten, NCDEQ
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