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March 5, 2026 
 
Michael J. Mussomeli, PWS 
Environmental Specialist II 
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 
1111 East Main Street, Suite 1400 
Richmond, VA 23228 
 

RE: Response to Virginia Department of Environmental Quality  
Final Mitigation Plan Comment Letter Dated February 26, 2026 
Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC – MVP Southgate Amendment Project 
Joint Permit Application No. 25-0752 

 
Dear Mr. Mussomeli: 

Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC (Mountain Valley) submits the enclosed responses to the Virginia 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) Final Mitigation Plan Comment Letter dated February 
26, 2026, regarding the Joint Permit Application (JPA) for the MVP Southgate Amendment Project. 
In addition to the responses included herein, we are including redline and clean versions of the Snow 
Creek Mitigation Plan (Final Mitigation Plan) as Attachments 1 and 2, respectively. 

DEQ Comment No. 1: 

Table 1 of the narrative lists different acreages than Sheet C-101 and Sheet C-601. Please revise 
accordingly and advise if there are any differences that occur in the Final Mitigation Plan that are 
different from permit conditions. 

Mountain Valley Response to Comment No. 1: 

Acreages were addressed in the submittal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and DEQ 
(by Cc) on February 18, 2026. The Package attached to this response is consistent with the submittal. 
The correct acreages are 3.38 acres of wetland enhancement, 2.88 acres of wetland creation, and 
5.11 acres of upland buffer.  

DEQ Comment No. 2: 

The cover sheet of the Plan Set is entitled ‘Concept Design’. Please change to Final Mitigation Plan 
or similar. Please also change the title box of Sheet C-101 to remove ‘Concept’.  

Mountain Valley Response to Comment No. 2: 

The ‘Concept’ label has been removed from the cover page and the sheet C-101 title box within the 
Plan Set. 
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DEQ Comment No. 3: 

Per Section I, Item 11b of the permit special conditions, please add a copy of the preliminary 
jurisdictional determination to Appendix D. 

Mountain Valley Response to Comment No. 3: 

A copy of the preliminary jurisdictional determination for the Mitigation Site has been added at the 
beginning of Appendix D in Attachments 1 and 2 to this response package.  

DEQ Comment No. 4: 

Per Section I, Item 11c of the permit special conditions, please add a location map that includes 
watershed name and the fourth order subbasin, as defined by the hydrologic unit boundaries of the 
National Watershed Boundary Dataset, in which the compensation site is located, to the cover sheet. 

Mountain Valley Response to Comment No. 4: 

A location map of the mitigation site with Subbasin name and 8-digit code has been added to the 
cover sheet of the narrative in Version 6 of the Final Mitigation Plan, attached. 

DEQ Comment No. 5 

Per Section I, Item 11d of the permit special conditions, please provide the end and start of the 
growing season to either the narrative or the plan set. 

Mountain Valley Response to Comment No. 5: 

Growing season start and end dates have been added to Section 7, Part A of the narrative. 

DEQ Comment No. 6: 

Please advise if there any changes from the performance standards from the conceptual plan in 
comparison to those listed in the narrative in the final narrative. 

Mountain Valley Response to Comment No. 6: 

The Final Plan performance standards meet the requirements of the DEQ permit. There were changes 
to the performance standards from the conceptual plan submitted on October 2, 2025, to the final 
narrative submitted on February 9, 2026. Changes were made for consistency with the DEQ’s permit 
special conditions issued on January 13, 2026. All performance standard changes were represented 
as redlines attached to the February 9, 2026, submittal to DEQ. No other changes have been made 
to the performance standards in the Final Mitigation Plan.  

DEQ Comment No. 7: 

Per Section I, Item 11o of the permit special conditions, please add a schedule for the recordation 
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for the conservation easement and the construction schedule/Final Plan implementation schedule. 
Recommend adding this information to the narrative. 

Mountain Valley Response to Comment No. 7 

A discussion of conservation easement recording schedule has been added to Section 4 of the 
narrative. Construction schedule/Final Plan implementation schedule is addressed in Section 7.C.i. 
of the narrative.  

DEQ Comment No. 8: 

Please populate applicable sections of the draft conservation easement (e.g. plan names, permit 
numbers etc.). 

Mountain Valley Response to Comment No. 8: 

The draft Conservation Easement fields were populated in the submittal to the USACE and DEQ on 
February 18, 2026. The Conservation Easement attached to this response is consistent with the 
submittal. In addition, DEQ’s mailing address has been updated consistent with comment 10, part d 
below. An updated draft of the Conservation Easement is provided in the attachments to this response 
package. Redlined changes to the draft of the Conservation Easement are provided in Attachment 1 
to this response package. 

DEQ Comment No. 9: 

Please correct minor page reference error in table of contents of the Long-term Management Plan. 

Mountain Valley Response to Comment No. 9: 

The table of contents error was corrected in the submittal to the USACE and DEQ on February 18, 
2026. The Package attached to this response is consistent with the submittal. Changes requested 
below are shown as redlines in Attachment 1.  

DEQ Comment No. 10: 

DEQ has the following comments on the Long-term management Plan: 

a. In Section I-A of the Long-term Management Plan, the site acreage/credit does not match 
the narrative.  Please update accordingly. 

b. In Section II-B, please update cultural resources section accordingly. 

c. In Section III-C, please add coordination results. 

d. In Section V-D, please note that DEQ’s mailing address is different from the physical 
address. Recommend adding:  
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Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1105 
Richmond, VA 23218   

e. In Section V-C, please change the DEQ signatory to:  

Brenda Winn  
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality  
Manager, Office of Wetlands and Stream Protection 

f. Upon review by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and implementation of any 
changes based on USACE comments, please provide a revised copy for review and signature 
by all required parties. 

Mountain Valley Response to Comment No. 10: 

a. Acreages and credits in Section I, Part A of the Long-term Management Plan have been 
updated for consistency with the narrative. 

b. The Long-term Management Plan Section II, Part B Cultural Resources was updated to detail 
the Cultural Resources survey conducted on site and the related findings in the submittal to 
the USACE and DEQ on February 18, 2026. The Package attached to this response is 
consistent with the submittal. 

c. Long-term Management Plan Section III, Part C has been updated to include coordination 
results. 

d. The DEQ’s mailing address has been updated in the Long-term Management Plan Section 
V, Part D. 

e. The DEQ signatory in Section V, Part C of the Long-term Management Plan has been 
updated accordingly. 

f. Upon review by the USACE and implementation of any changes based on USACE 
comments, a revised copy of the Long-term Management Plan will be provided for review 
and signature by all required parties. 

 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
 
Jeffrey Klinefelter 
Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC 
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Enclosures 
 

Attachment 1: Snow Creek Mitigation Plan, Redline, updated February 27, 2026 
 Attachment 2: Snow Creek Mitigation Plan, Clean, updated February 27, 2026 
 
 
cc:  Steve Hardwick, DEQ 

Melanie Davenport, DEQ 
Brenda Winn, DEQ 
Kathyrn Miller, DEQ 
Steven VanderPloeg, USACE 
Claire Gorman, VMRC 
John Tessier, MVP 
Megan Neylon, MVP 
Cory Chalmers, MVP 
Justin Curtis, AquaLaw 
Lori Ferry, Burns & McDonnell Engineering Company, Inc. 
Christian King, Burns & McDonnell Engineering Company, Inc. 



 

 
ATTACHMENT 1 

SNOW CREEK MITIGATION PLAN, REDLINE 
UPDATED FEBRUARY 27, 2026 

  



 

ATTACHMENT 2 
SNOW CREEK MITIGATION PLAN, CLEAN 

UPDATED FEBRUARY 27, 2026 
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