
October 9, 2025 

Michael J. Mussomeli, PWS  
Environmental Specialist II 
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 
1111 East Main Street, Suite 1400 
Richmond, VA 23228 

RE: Response to Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 
Permittee-Responsible Mitigation Site Comment Letter Dated September 22, 2025 
Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC – MVP Southgate Amendment Project 
Joint Permit Application No. 25-0752 

Dear Mr. Mussomeli: 

Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC (Mountain Valley) submits the enclosed responses to the Virginia 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) Permittee-Responsible Mitigation Site Comment 
Letter dated 22 September 2025 regarding the Joint Permit Application (JPA) for the MVP 
Southgate Amendment Project (Amendment Project). In addition to the responses included herein, 
we are attaching a tracked changes version and clean version of the Snow Creek Mitigation Plan 
(Mitigation Plan) for ease of review. 

I. DEQ Comments on the PRM Package

DEQ Comment No. 1: 

DEQ has reviewed your response to Comment No. 1 of our third comment letter dated 01 August 
2025.  Pursuant to 9VAC25-210-90 (Conditions applicable to all VWP Permits), the Permittee has 
a duty to comply with all applicable federal and state statues, regulations, toxic standards, and 
prohibitions.  Pursuant to § 62.1-44.15:21 (Impacts to wetlands), permits shall contain requirements 
for compensating impacts to wetlands.  DEQ considers the proffered conceptual mitigation as 
“enhancement” per the definition in 9VAC25-210-10. 

Mountain Valley Response to Comment No. 1: 

Noted. Mountain Valley’s PRM Plan (submitted October 2, 2025) has incorporated this change. 

DEQ Comment No. 2: 

Pursuant to § 62.1-44.15:21 and 9VAC25-116.C.2, the department shall evaluate the appropriate 
compensation mitigation option for applications on a case-by-case basis with consideration for 
which option is practicable and ecologically and environmentally preferable, including, in terms of 
replacement of acreage and functions, which option offers the greatest likelihood of success and 
avoidance of temporal loss of acreage and function.  This evaluation shall be consistent with the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Compensatory Mitigation for Losses of Aquatic Resources of Aquatic 
Resources (33 C.F.R. Part 332). 

DEQ requires a 3:1 conversion-to-replacement ratio for enhancement activities.  DEQ is amendable 



to a revised conceptual permittee responsible mitigation (PRM) plan that increases the creation or 
enhancement areas on the planned PRM site, consideration of another PRM site in the same 
watershed as the proposed project, or per below, the proposition of a combination of mitigation 
options. 

Mountain Valley Response to Comment No. 2: 

Noted. Mountain Valley’s PRM Plan (submitted October 2, 2025) has incorporated this change. 

DEQ Comment No. 3: 

DEQ is amendable to MVP purchasing wetland mitigation credits from a DEQ-approved mitigation 
bank or in-lieu fee program, or to MVP obtaining a purchase contract/agreement for credits that 
will be released prior to construction activities within surface waters.  Contracted credits must be 
from a mitigation bank of in-lieu fee program under review by the Interagency Review Team (IRT) 
and that will have such credits. DEQ is in receipt of MVP’s email with attached credit reservation 
agreements for Copper Hill and Beaverdam Mitigation Banks. Please transmit the executed 
purchase contract documentation for initially released credits from these two (2) banks. 

Mountain Valley Response to Comment No. 3: 

As indicated by the Mitigation Credit Reservation and Purchase Agreements executed with Copper 
Hill and Beaverdam Mitigation Banks (included as Attachment 1), Mountain Valley has entered 
into contract to purchase 1.84 credits from these banks for the Amendment Project. Of the total, 
1.52 credits are expected to be released Q1 2026 and the remaining 0.32 credits are expected to be 
released Q2 2026. Executed credit sale statements will be transmitted to DEQ following the release 
of the credits. 

DEQ Comment No. 4: 

DEQ is willing to accept for review a revised conceptual plan that includes the purchase of released 
mitigation bank or in-lieu fee program credits within three (3) years after work in surface waters 
begins, provided that the total number of credits purchased is as follows to account for temporal 
loss: 1.5 times the number of required credits if purchased during the first year after start of work 
in surface waters; 3.0 times the number of required credits if purchased during the second year after 
start of work in surface waters; and 4.5 times the number of required credits if purchased during 
the third year after start of work in surface waters. 

Mountain Valley Response to Comment No. 4: 

The credit need for the Amendment Project in Virginia is 6.39 credits. The Permittee-Responsible 
Mitigation Site will generate 4.75 credits and the remaining difference of 1.64 credits will be 
purchased from the Copper Hill and Beaverdam Mitigation Banks. Of the total, 1.52 credits will be 
purchased from the mitigation banks within Q1 2026 as discussed in Mountain Valley Response 
to Comment No. 3. MVP has accounted for the likelihood that the necessary credit release in Q2 
2026 will occur after the start of construction. In that case, Mountain Valley would increase the 
outstanding credit obligation (0.12 credit) by a factor of 1.5—meaning that 0.18 credits would be 
needed. The 0.32 credits reserved by Mountain Valley and expected to be released in Q2 2026 are 
sufficient to cover this need.



Mountain Valley appreciates the opportunity to provide this additional information and looks 
forward to continuing to work with DEQ regarding the Project. If you have any questions on this 
submittal or would like to discuss further, do not hesitate to reach out to Cory Chalmers at 
Cory.Chalmers@eqt.com. 

Sincerely, 

Jeffrey Klinefelter 
Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC. 

Enclosures 
Attachment 1: Mitigation Credit Reservation and Purchase Agreements 

cc:  Steve Hardwick, DEQ 
Melanie Davenport, DEQ 
Brenda Winn, DEQ 
Steven VanderPloeg, USACE 
Olivia Yu, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Beth Howell, VMRC 
John Tessier, Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC. 
Cory Chalmers, Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC. 
Lori Ferry, Burns & McDonnell Engineering Company, Inc. 
Christian King, Burns & McDonnell Engineering Company, Inc. 



   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Attachment 1 

Mitigation Credit Reservation and  
Purchase Agreements 

 





Jeffrey J. Klinefelter

Vice President, Operations
10/9/2025





 

Jeffrey J. Klinefelter  

Vice President, Operations  

10/9/2025
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