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MEMORANDUM 

 

DATE:   September 25, 2025 

    

TO:   Michael J. Mussomeli, DEQ 

      

FROM:  Allison Tillett, Environmental Impact Review Coordinator  

 

SUBJECT: DEQ 25-0752, Snow Creek Permittee-Responsible Mitigation Site 

 
Division of Planning and Recreation Resources 

 

DCR’s Division of Planning and Recreational Resources (DCR-PRR) administers the Virginia Scenic Rivers 

(Virginia Code § 10.1-200), state trails programs (Virginia Code §10.1-204), and the state park master planning 

process (Virginia Code §10.1-200.1).  DCR-PRR develops the Virginia Outdoors Plan (VOP), the state’s 

comprehensive outdoor recreation and open space plan (Virginia Code §10.1-200) and administers the state-

assistance side of the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). The VOP recognizes the importance of scenery, 

natural landscapes, and access to recreational opportunities for Virginians.   

 

Division of Natural Heritage 

 

The Department of Conservation and Recreation's Division of Natural Heritage (DCR) has searched its 

Biotics Data System for occurrences of natural heritage resources from the area outlined on the submitted 

map. Natural heritage resources are defined as the habitat of rare, threatened, or endangered plant and animal 

species, unique or exemplary natural communities, and significant geologic formations. 

 

According to the information currently in Biotics, natural heritage resources have not been documented 

within the submitted project boundary including a 100 foot buffer. The absence of data may indicate that 

the project area has not been surveyed, rather than confirm that the area lacks natural heritage resources. 

Please note, a predictive model identifying potential habitat for a natural heritage resource does intersect 

the project boundary. However, based on DCR biologist’s review of the proposed project a survey is not 

recommended for the resource. 

 

For invasive species management at the proposed mitigation dite, DCR recommends including the treatment of 

Microstegium vimineum and Arthraxon hispidus var. hispidus and including these two species in the total 

percentage of invasive species cover. If not managed, the relative cover of these two species will increase over time 

following disturbances at the site: treatment of the other invasive species present, and construction of the site. 

Further, both species, especially Microstegium, are known to invade palustrine forest communities. This could result 

in total invasive plant cover that exceeds the stated target of 10% and suppress establishment of desirable native 



   

 

   

 

species. DeBerry and Hunter in “Impacts of Invasive Plants on Native Vegetation Communities in Wetland and 

Stream Mitigation” (2024) found that maintaining a moderate level of invasion of under 10%, regardless of species, 

supported greater richness, diversity and floristic quality. Allowing higher levels of invasion by leaving 

Microstegium and Arthraxon untreated can reduce these values. 

DCR also recommends the planting of Virginia native plant species including native pollinator species 

that bloom throughout the spring, summer, and fall to maximize benefits to native pollinators. Guidance 

on native plant species can be found 

here: https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural-heritage/native-plants-finder. 

 

Under a Memorandum of Agreement established between the Virginia Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services (VDACS) and the DCR, DCR represents VDACS in comments regarding potential 

impacts on state- listed threatened and endangered plant and insect species. The current activity will not 

affect any documented state-listed plants or insects. 

 

There are no State Natural Area Preserves under DCR-DNH’s jurisdiction in the project vicinity. 

 

New and updated information is continually added to Biotics.  Please re-submit project information and map for an 

update on this natural heritage information if the scope of the project changes and/or six months has passed before 

it is utilized. 

 

The Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources (VDWR) maintains a database of wildlife locations, including 

threatened and endangered species, trout streams, and anadromous fish waters that may contain information not 

documented in this letter. Their database may be accessed at https://services.dwr.virginia.gov/fwis/ or contact Susan 

Watson at Susan.Watson@dwr.virginia.gov.  

 

Division of State Parks 

 

DCR’s Division of State Parks is responsible for acquiring and managing, state parks. Park development and 

master planning are managed by the Division of Planning and Recreation Resources. Master plans are required 

prior to a parks opening and are updated every ten years (Virginia Code § 10.1-200 et seq.). 

  

Division of Dam Safety and Floodplain Management 

 

Dam Safety Program: 

The Dam Safety program was established to provide proper and safe design, construction, operation and 

maintenance of dams to protect public safety. Authority is bestowed upon the program according to The Virginia 

Dam Safety Act, Article 2, Chapter 6, Title 10.1 (10.1-604 et seq) of the Code of Virginia and Dam Safety 

Impounding Structure Regulations (Dam Safety Regulations), established and published by the Virginia Soil and 

Water Conservation Board (VSWCB). 

 

Floodplain Management Program: 

 

The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) is administered by the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA), and communities who elect to participate in this voluntary program manage and enforce the program on 

the local level through that community’s local floodplain ordinance. Each local floodplain ordinance must comply 

with the minimum standards of the NFIP, outlined in 44 CFR 60.3; however, local communities may adopt more 

restrictive requirements in their local floodplain ordinance, such as regulating the 0.2% annual chance flood zone 

(Shaded X Zone). 

https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural-heritage/native-plants-finder
https://services.dwr.virginia.gov/fwis/
mailto:Susan.Watson@dwr.virginia.gov


   

 

   

 

 

All development within a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA), as shown on the locality’s Flood Insurance Rate 

Map (FIRM), must be permitted and comply with the requirements of the local floodplain ordinance. 

 

State Agency Projects Only 

 

All agencies and departments of the Commonwealth shall comply with the Code of Virginia § 10.1-603. State 

agency compliance.  

 

Federal Agency Projects Only 

Projects conducted by federal agencies within the SFHA must comply with federal Executive Order 11988: 

Floodplain Management. 

 

DCR’s Floodplain Management Program does not have regulatory authority for projects in the SFHA. The 

applicant/developer must reach out to the local floodplain administrator for an official floodplain determination and 

comply with the community’s local floodplain ordinance, including receiving a local permit. Failure to comply with 

the local floodplain ordinance could result in enforcement action from the locality. For state projects, DCR 

recommends that compliance documentation be provided prior to the project being funded. For federal projects, the 

applicant/developer is encouraged reach out to the local floodplain administrator and comply with the community’s 

local floodplain ordinance. 

 

To find flood zone information, use the Virginia Flood Risk Information System (VFRIS): 

www.dcr.virginia.gov/vfris 

 

To find community NFIP participation and local floodplain administrator contact information, use DCR’s Local 

Floodplain Management Directory: www.dcr.virginia.gov/dam-safety-and-floodplains/floodplain-directory  

 

The remaining DCR divisions have no comments regarding the scope of this project.  Thank you for the opportunity 

to comment. 
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