
From: Schul, Hannah (DWR) <Hannah.Schul@dwr.virginia.gov> 
Sent: Friday, September 5, 2025 9:21 AM 
To: Mussomeli, Michael (DEQ) <Michael.Mussomeli@deq.virginia.gov> 
Cc: Winn, Brenda (DEQ) <Brenda.Winn@deq.virginia.gov>; Hardwick, Steven (DEQ) 
<Steven.Hardwick@deq.virginia.gov>; Strawderman, Nicole (DWR) 
<Nicole.Strawderman@dwr.virginia.gov>; Martin, Amy (DWR) 
<Amy.Martin@dwr.virginia.gov>; Davis, Dave (DEQ) <Dave.Davis@deq.virginia.gov> 
Subject: Re: *Updated* ESSLog# 39178_Mountain Valley Pipeline Southgate - VWP 25-
0752_DWR_HCS20250815 
  
Good morning Mike, 
 
Please find attached the completed crossings spreadsheet. Our Region 2 Aquatics folks 
reviewed and completed the DWR TOYR column.  
 
Shared crossings where waivers were granted for the SSEP were indicated. If the applicant 
would like to request waivers for any crossings we have recommended TOYRs for, they can 
submit waiver requests with supporting information for DWR review. 
 
I will be out of office this afternoon until Wednesday. I am copying Amy Martin and Nicole 
Strawderman, who will be the POCs while I am out, if needed. 
 
Thanks and have a great weekend! 
 
  

 
 

 

  

  
Hannah Schul 
Environmental Services Program Manager 
(804) 968-8546 
  
Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources 
7870 Villa Park Drive 
P.O. Box 90778 
Henrico, VA 23228 
  
https://dwr.virginia.gov/wies/environmental-services/ 

 

 
  

https://dwr.virginia.gov/
https://dwr.virginia.gov/wies/environmental-services/


From: Mussomeli, Michael (DEQ) <Michael.Mussomeli@deq.virginia.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 3, 2025 7:55 PM 
To: Schul, Hannah (DWR) <Hannah.Schul@dwr.virginia.gov> 
Cc: Winn, Brenda (DEQ) <Brenda.Winn@deq.virginia.gov>; Hardwick, Steven (DEQ) 
<Steven.Hardwick@deq.virginia.gov>; Strawderman, Nicole (DWR) 
<Nicole.Strawderman@dwr.virginia.gov> 
Subject: Re: *Updated* ESSLog# 39178_Mountain Valley Pipeline Southgate - VWP 25-
0752_DWR_HCS20250815 
  
Great, thanks Hannah for update! 
 
We appreciate your coordination and consideration. 
 
Thanks, 
 
 
 

 

Michael J. Mussomeli, PWS 
Environmental Specialist II 
Office of Wetlands and Streams 
Protection  
Virginia Department of Environmental 
Quality  
1111 East Main Street, Suite 1400 
Richmond VA 23228 
(804) 659-1986 

      

Michael J. Mussomeli, PWS 
Environmental Specialist II 
Department of Environmental Quality | Central Office 
1111 East Main Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 
(804) 659-1986 
michael.mussomeli@deq.virginia.gov 
www.deq.virginia.gov 
 
 

 
  

https://www.deq.virginia.gov/
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/
http://www.deq.virginia.gov/


From: Schul, Hannah (DWR) <Hannah.Schul@dwr.virginia.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 3, 2025 3:22 PM 
To: Mussomeli, Michael (DEQ) <Michael.Mussomeli@deq.virginia.gov> 
Cc: Winn, Brenda (DEQ) <Brenda.Winn@deq.virginia.gov>; Hardwick, Steven (DEQ) 
<Steven.Hardwick@deq.virginia.gov>; Strawderman, Nicole (DWR) 
<Nicole.Strawderman@dwr.virginia.gov> 
Subject: Re: *Updated* ESSLog# 39178_Mountain Valley Pipeline Southgate - VWP 25-
0752_DWR_HCS20250815 
  
Hi Mike, 
 
Wanted to give you an update - as you noted, the indication that the project would not have 
TOYRs is a departure from the other project sharing the same corridor (and at times 
virtually the same crossings). I have teased out individual crossings to coordinate with our 
fisheries folks on and applied TOYRs to those within locations for which our biologists 
already recommended protections. I'm initiating coordination and once I have their 
feedback, I will fill in the TOYRs on the crossing spreadsheet and bounce it back to you. Let 
me know any questions in the meantime. 
 
Thanks! 
 
  

 
 

 

  

  
Hannah Schul 
Environmental Services Program Manager 
(804) 968-8546 
  
Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources 
7870 Villa Park Drive 
P.O. Box 90778 
Henrico, VA 23228 
  
https://dwr.virginia.gov/wies/environmental-services/ 

 

 
  

https://dwr.virginia.gov/
https://dwr.virginia.gov/wies/environmental-services/


From: Schul, Hannah (DWR) <Hannah.Schul@dwr.virginia.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 2, 2025 10:49 AM 
To: Mussomeli, Michael (DEQ) <Michael.Mussomeli@deq.virginia.gov> 
Cc: Winn, Brenda (DEQ) <Brenda.Winn@deq.virginia.gov>; Hardwick, Steven (DEQ) 
<Steven.Hardwick@deq.virginia.gov>; Strawderman, Nicole (DWR) 
<Nicole.Strawderman@dwr.virginia.gov> 
Subject: Re: *Updated* ESSLog# 39178_Mountain Valley Pipeline Southgate - VWP 25-
0752_DWR_HCS20250815 
  
Thank you Mike. I am digging into this today and will reach out to Cory with any questions. 
This is a priority and we will turn it around as soon as possible. I appreciate your continued 
coordination! 
 
  

 
 

 

  

  
Hannah Schul 
Environmental Services Program Manager 
(804) 968-8546 
  
Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources 
7870 Villa Park Drive 
P.O. Box 90778 
Henrico, VA 23228 
  
https://dwr.virginia.gov/wies/environmental-services/ 

 

 
  

https://dwr.virginia.gov/
https://dwr.virginia.gov/wies/environmental-services/


From: Mussomeli, Michael (DEQ) <Michael.Mussomeli@deq.virginia.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 2, 2025 7:55 AM 
To: Schul, Hannah (DWR) <Hannah.Schul@dwr.virginia.gov> 
Cc: Winn, Brenda (DEQ) <Brenda.Winn@deq.virginia.gov>; Hardwick, Steven (DEQ) 
<Steven.Hardwick@deq.virginia.gov>; Strawderman, Nicole (DWR) 
<Nicole.Strawderman@dwr.virginia.gov> 
Subject: Fw: *Updated* ESSLog# 39178_Mountain Valley Pipeline Southgate - VWP 25-
0752_DWR_HCS20250815 
  
Hi Hannah: 
We received the table and email below from the applicant.  We had asked them to populate 
the table based on DWR's comments; they note that the project would not have any TOYR 
restrictions.  This appears to be a departure from the other project, so just wanted to 
ensure DWR's concurrence.   
 
Thanks, 
 
 
 

 

Michael J. Mussomeli, PWS 
Environmental Specialist II 
Office of Wetlands and Streams 
Protection  
Virginia Department of Environmental 
Quality  
1111 East Main Street, Suite 1400 
Richmond VA 23228 
(804) 659-1986 

      

Michael J. Mussomeli, PWS 
Environmental Specialist II 
Department of Environmental Quality | Central Office 
1111 East Main Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 
(804) 659-1986 
michael.mussomeli@deq.virginia.gov 
www.deq.virginia.gov 
 

 
  

https://www.deq.virginia.gov/
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/
http://www.deq.virginia.gov/


From: Chalmers, Cory <cory.chalmers@eqt.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 29, 2025 1:54 PM 
To: Mussomeli, Michael (DEQ) <Michael.Mussomeli@deq.virginia.gov> 
Cc: Justin Curtis <justin@aqualaw.com>; Winn, Brenda (DEQ) 
<Brenda.Winn@deq.virginia.gov>; Hardwick, Steven (DEQ) 
<Steven.Hardwick@deq.virginia.gov>; Schul, Hannah (DWR) 
<Hannah.Schul@dwr.virginia.gov>; Neylon, Megan <Megan.Neylon@eqt.com>; 
cmking2@burnsmcd.com <cmking2@burnsmcd.com> 
Subject: RE: *Updated* ESSLog# 39178_Mountain Valley Pipeline Southgate - VWP 25-
0752_DWR_HCS20250815 
  

Hi Mike— 
  
Please find the requested spreadsheet attached. Also, in response to DWR’s comments on 
mussel and RLP TOYR within one river mile upstream of the Dan River and Cascade Creek 
crossings, we created the attached KMZ and following figure. The two show Southgate has 
no crossings of any perennial tributaries of Cascade Creek or Dan River within one river 
mile upstream of the mainstem. Therefore, the Project does not anticipate any TOYR for 
these species. However, please advise if either Departments conclude differently. 
 

  CAUTION:  This Email originated from OUTSIDE of the COV. Do not open attachments or click links unless this email comes from a known se



 
 
*Light blue flow lines show streams mapped on KMZ and are one river mile from 
mainstem; Dark blue are NHD flow lines and extend far greater than one river mile 
(shown for context). 
  
Please let me know if I can provide any additional information, 
Cory 
  

  



From: Mussomeli, Michael (DEQ) <Michael.Mussomeli@deq.virginia.gov> 
Sent: Friday, August 15, 2025 5:01 PM 
To: Chalmers, Cory <cory.chalmers@eqt.com> 
Cc: Justin Curtis <justin@aqualaw.com>; Winn, Brenda (DEQ) 
<Brenda.Winn@deq.virginia.gov>; Hardwick, Steven (DEQ) 
<Steven.Hardwick@deq.virginia.gov>; Schul, Hannah (DWR) 
<Hannah.Schul@dwr.virginia.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fw: *Updated* ESSLog# 39178_Mountain Valley Pipeline Southgate - 
VWP 25-0752_DWR_HCS20250815 
  
Hello Cory: We have received DWR comments for the pipeline proper. Please see below. 
DEQ is requesting preparation of a table similar to that which was prepared for the mainline 
project (please see attached). Please use the information contained 
Hello Cory: 
We have received DWR comments for the pipeline proper.  Please see below. 
  
DEQ is requesting preparation of a table similar to that which was prepared for the mainline 
project (please see attached).  Please use the information contained herewith to populate 
the table and refer to DCR comments where applicable.  Also, please delete the first 
column (DEQ crossing no.) and list crossings in same manner as to follow the plan 
sheets.  Upon completion, please send to me/Steve and we will forward to DWR for their 
review and comments.   
  
Thanks, Mike 

 

Michael J. Mussomeli, PWS 
Environmental Specialist II 
Office of Wetlands and Streams 
Protection  
Virginia Department of Environmental 
Quality  
1111 East Main Street, Suite 1400 
Richmond VA 23228 
(804) 659-1986 

  

      

Michael J. Mussomeli, PWS 
Environmental Specialist II 
Department of Environmental Quality | Central Office 
1111 East Main Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 
(804) 659-1986 
michael.mussomeli@deq.virginia.gov 
www.deq.virginia.gov 
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From: Schul, Hannah (DWR) <Hannah.Schul@dwr.virginia.gov> 
Sent: Friday, August 15, 2025 2:14 PM 
To: Mussomeli, Michael (DEQ) <Michael.Mussomeli@deq.virginia.gov> 
Cc: Winn, Brenda (DEQ) <Brenda.Winn@deq.virginia.gov>; Hardwick, Steven (DEQ) 
<Steven.Hardwick@deq.virginia.gov>; Davis, Dave (DEQ) <Dave.Davis@deq.virginia.gov>; 
Brann, Lee (DWR) <Lee.Brann@dwr.virginia.gov>; Strawderman, Nicole (DWR) 
<Nicole.Strawderman@dwr.virginia.gov> 
Subject: *Updated* ESSLog# 39178_Mountain Valley Pipeline Southgate - VWP 25-
0752_DWR_HCS20250815 
  
Good afternoon Mike, 
  
Please find below DWR's revised comments and recommendations on the MVP 
Southgate project. These have been updated to correct erroneous information on the 
applicant. These supersede prior submissions from DWR. 
  
DWR has reviewed the Mountain Valley Pipeline Southgate project (VWP 25-0752). Our 
comments and recommendations are detailed below. As we discussed, DWR is supportive 
of the applicant providing a crossing-by crossing table, if amenable. The following 
information would help inform this table. If submitted, DWR will review and ultimately 
approve it to be included in the final VWP permit.  
 
We have reviewed the subject project that proposes to install approximately 31 miles of 
new natural gas pipeline between Pittsylvania County, Virginia, and Rockingham County, 
North Carolina. We document federally endangered state endangered Roanoke Logperch 
and federally proposed state endangered Tri-Colored Bats from the project area. Cascade 
Creek in the project area is designated a Threatened and Endangered Species Water due to 
the presence of Roanoke Logperch. The Dan River in the project area is designated a 
Threatened and Endangered Species Water due to the presence of federally endangered 
state endangered James Spinymussels, federally threatened state threatened Atlantic 
Pigtoes, and federally proposed state threatened Green Floaters. 
 
The project materials submitted for review indicate that instream work is proposed in 
several tributaries to the Dan River and Cascade Creek. To best protect listed mussels 
known from the Dan River from adverse impacts, we recommend a time of year restriction 
(TOYR) on any instream work in any perennial tributaries to the Dan River (with impacts 
occurring within one river mile upstream of the Dan River) from April 15 through July 31 and 
August 15 through September 30 of any year. If work in intermittent or ephemeral 
tributaries can be completed entirely in the dry, when there is no water in the channel, a 
TOYR will not be necessary in those streams. However, if such work cannot be completed 
entirely in the dry, we recommend that any such work with impacts occurring within one 
river mile upstream of the Dan River adhere to the above-mentioned TOYR protective of 
listed mussels. 
 

mailto:Hannah.Schul@dwr.virginia.gov
mailto:Michael.Mussomeli@deq.virginia.gov
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To best protect Roanoke Logperch from adverse impacts, we recommend a TOYR on any 
instream work in any perennial tributaries to Cascade Creek (with impacts occurring within 
one river mile upstream of Cascade Creek) from March 15 through June 30 of any year. If 
work in intermittent or ephemeral tributaries can be completed entirely in the dry, when 
there is no water in the channel, a TOYR will not be necessary in those streams. However, if 
such work cannot be completed entirely in the dry, we recommend that any such work with 
impacts occurring within one river mile upstream of Cascade Creek adhere to the above-
mentioned TOYR protective of Roanoke Logperch. 
 
We note that mussel surveys performed for this project during the 2025 mussel survey 
season did not detect the presence of any threatened or endangered mussels in the 
surveyed waters. DWR concurs with the findings of the mussel survey report provided by 
Edge Engineering and Science in June 2025, and we are not recommending additional 
surveys or relocations of listed mussels for this project at this time. However, we note that 
common native mussels were observed in some of the surveyed waters. DWR often 
recommends that native mussels present in the Area of Direct Impact (ADI) of impacted 
streams be relocated. Given the low concentration of mussels observed at the proposed 
ADIs during the 2025 mussel survey period, DWR is not currently recommending any such 
relocations, provided that the instream work at these locations can be completed by the 
end of 2026. If such work cannot be completed by that time, we recommend further 
coordination with DWR on how to best protect native mussels known from the project area. 
 
We recommend conducting any in-stream activities during low or no-flow conditions, using 
non-erodible cofferdams or turbidity curtains to isolate the construction area, blocking no 
more than 50% of the streamflow at any given time (minimal overlap of construction 
footprint notwithstanding), stockpiling excavated material in a manner that prevents 
reentry into the stream, restoring original streambed and streambank contours, 
revegetating barren areas with native vegetation, and implementing strict erosion and 
sediment control measures. We recommend that instream work be designed and 
performed in a manner that minimizes impacts upon natural streamflow and movement of 
resident aquatic species. If a dam and pump-around must be used, we recommend it be 
used for as limited a time as possible and that water returned to the stream be free of 
sediment and excess turbidity. To minimize potential wildlife entanglements resulting from 
use of synthetic/plastic erosion and sediment control matting, we recommend use of 
matting made from natural/organic materials such as coir fiber, jute, and/or burlap. To 
minimize harm to the aquatic environment and its residents resulting from use of the 
Tremie method to install concrete, installation of grout bags, and traditional pouring of 
concrete, we recommend that such activities occur only in the dry, allowing all concrete to 
harden prior to contact with open water. Due to future maintenance costs associated with 
culverts, and the loss of riparian and aquatic habitat, we prefer stream crossings to be 
constructed via clear-span bridges. However, if this is not possible, we recommend 
countersinking any culverts below the streambed at least 6 inches, or the use of 
bottomless culverts, to allow passage of aquatic organisms. We also recommend the 
installation of floodplain culverts to carry bankfull discharges. 



 
DWR documents Tri-Colored Bats (TCBs) from the project area, and the project site is 
located in an area of Virginia that USFWS currently identifies as having a possible presence 
of TCB. To ensure the protection of this species, we recommend coordination with USFWS. 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (in Virginia) utilizes an online project review process 
(https://www.fws.gov/office/virginia-ecological-services/virginia-field-office-online-review-
process) to facilitate compliance with the Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531-1544, 
87 Stat. 884) (ESA), as amended. The process enables users to 1) follow step-by-step 
guidance; 2) access information that will allow them to identify threatened and endangered 
species, designated critical habitat, and other Federal trust resources that may be affected 
by their project; and 3) accurately reach determinations regarding the potential effects of 
their project on these resources as required under the ESA. If you have questions regarding 
the online review process, please contact Rachel Case at rachel_case@fws.gov. 
 
To minimize the adverse impacts of linear utility development on wildlife resources, we 
offer the following general recommendations: avoid and minimize impacts to undisturbed 
forest, wetlands, and streams to the fullest extent practicable; maintain naturally vegetated 
buffers of at least 100 feet in width around wetlands and on both sides of perennial and 
intermittent streams, where practicable; conduct significant tree removal and ground 
clearing activities outside of the primary songbird nesting season of March 15 through 
August 15; and, implement and maintain appropriate erosion and sediment controls 
throughout project construction and site restoration. To minimize potential wildlife 
entanglements resulting from use of synthetic/plastic erosion and sediment control 
matting, we recommend use of matting made from natural/organic materials such as coir 
fiber, jute, and/or burlap. We understand that adherence to these general 
recommendations may be infeasible in some situations. We are happy to work with the 
applicant to develop project-specific measures as necessary to minimize project impacts 
upon the Commonwealth’s wildlife resources. 
 
This project is located within 2 miles of a documented occurrence of a state or federal 
threatened or endangered plant or insect species and/or other Natural Heritage 
coordination species. Therefore, we recommend coordination with VDCR-DNH regarding 
protection of these resources. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
     

 
Hannah Schul 
Environmental Services Program Manager 
(804) 968-8546 
  
Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources 
7870 Villa Park Drive 
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P.O. Box 90778 
Henrico, VA 23228 
  
https://dwr.virginia.gov/wies/environmental-services/ 

 

 
 
To learn about EQT's environmental, social and governance efforts visit: 
https://esg.eqt.com 
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