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     FACT SHEET
Overview
The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality monitors bacteria to determine the overall suitability of water bodies for recreational uses. The Virginia State Water Control Board adopted updates to the recreational bacteria water quality standards in 2018, requiring DEQ to change its monitoring strategies and assessment methodologies.

Updates to DEQ’s Bacteria Monitoring Program
Why does DEQ monitor for bacteria?
DEQ provides the public with a big picture view of water quality status regarding bacteria pollution. The DEQ monitoring program is designed to identify recreational waters that are in need of a water quality study and cleanup plan. It does not provide a real-time indication of swimming conditions for the public. 

What are the updates to the water quality standards?
The Virginia State Water Control Board recently adopted nationally recommended bacteria criteria published by the Environmental Protection Agency. Periodically, EPA reviews all of its recommended water quality criteria so that they reflect the best available science. The set of procedures that DEQ uses to monitor and assess recreational waters needs to be revised to reflect the updated standards. Details of the new standards can be found here: https://www.deq.virginia.gov/Programs/Water/WaterQualityInformationTMDLs/WaterQualityStandards/BacteriaCriteria-2019.aspx

How will DEQ adapt to the changes in the standards?  
More frequent monitoring will be necessary to implement the updated standard. The agency is currently conducting a pilot study at selected stations to determine the resources needed to collect weekly bacteria samples versus the monthly samples previously required. As high-frequency bacteria monitoring cannot be performed everywhere, DEQ will identify recreational waters for prioritization so that resources can be directed toward those areas. The agency will continue to monitor those waters with watershed cleanup plans to determine progress toward meeting implementation targets. DEQ is working with EPA and other states to develop an updated assessment process to reflect the new bacteria standards. The revised process will be available for public comment in the 2022 Water Quality Assessment Guidance Document, which is anticipated for release in early 2021.

What will DEQ do with the results of the pilot study?
Following the pilot study, DEQ will engage citizen and other non-agency monitoring partners to report findings and determine ways to better work together. DEQ plans to revise the Virginia Citizen Water Quality Monitoring Program Methods Manual in 2020, which will address ways citizen groups can adapt to changes in the bacteria standards. DEQ also plans to hold workshops on ways to adapt current monitoring plans or create new ones. DEQ will also seek input from monitoring partners to identify recreation areas and waterways that should be prioritized for bacteria monitoring, subject to available resources.
 
[image: ]
DEQ is updating its bacteria monitoring standards.
[image: ]October 2019                   
image2.jpeg




image1.png
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY




image3.png




