Excerpts from SNR’s Chesapeake Bay and Virginia Waters Clean-Up Plan Report
From November 2015 Plan Update:

Regulation and Management of Coal Ash Impoundments in Virginia 
In response to the Eden, North Carolina coal ash release into the Dan River, DEQ conducted a review of coal ash impoundment operations along Virginia’s waterways. The EPA had previously concluded a review of the structural integrity of Virginia’s coal ash impoundments in 2013.  None of the units were found to have an unsatisfactory rating. For additional information: http://www3.epa.gov/epawaste/nonhaz/industrial/special/fossil/surveys2/. 
There are currently 13 active coal ash impoundments located at 8 facilities.  The map below identifies the locations and owner/operators of these units.  Three of these impoundments are undergoing decommissioning and have or will cease operations by 2016.  DEQ shares regulatory oversight with the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation, with DCR having statutory authority over the permitting, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of impoundment berms under its Dam Safety Program.  

The impoundments operating throughout Virginia generally are constructed with a natural clay liner.  Ash is sluiced from the point of generation into the impoundments and may include fly ash, bottom ash and Flue Gas Desulfurization (FGD) by-products.   Impounding structures are used to settle solids while the clarified overflow water is discharged to surface waters under a VPDES permit.   Permits include monitoring requirements with discharge limits for a variety of pollutants including oil & grease, total suspended solids and, depending upon the specific discharge, heavy metals.   DEQ and DCR conduct routine inspections under both the VPDES permit and Dam Safety programs.  

Coal Ash Impoundments in Virginia
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From May 2016 Progress Report:

Coal ash impoundments throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia are transitioning to closure.  This process will include continued oversight by DEQ and the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation Dam Safety Program. Discharges from the dewatering of these impoundments will be addressed through VPDES permits which contain monitoring requirements, metals limits, and other necessary conditions. The closures of the impoundment will also include DEQ oversight through waste permitting requirements including plan reviews, groundwater and surface water monitoring, post-closure care requirements, and other necessary conditions. 

