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FACT SHEET

Final 2018 Integrated ReportThe Clean Water Act requires a biennial report to assess and report the state of the commonwealth’s waters as well as identify and prioritize those needing a pollution diet and implementation plans. The report is the principal means by which the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Congress and the public evaluate current water status.

What is the Final 2018 Integrated Report (IR)?
The 2018 IR educates and informs the public about Virginia’s overall water quality, especially in terms of aquatic life, recreational use, fish consumption, shellfishing, public water supply and wildlife use. The report also determines source impacts of contamination in accordance with state and federal guidelines.

How does the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) conduct its analyses?
[bookmark: _GoBack]DEQ has thousands of monitoring stations across the commonwealth. From January 2011 to December 2016, agency staff collected samples at over 3,500 stations for the 2018 IR. Using the ambient watershed monitoring network, stations are studied every other month for two years. They are then rotated to a new set of stations the following two years, completing a statewide cycle in six years. DEQ released the Final 2018 Assessment Guidance Manual in December 2018, after providing the public an opportunity to review and comment on the methods used to evaluate the data collected. DEQ welcomes the submission of both monitored and evaluated data. Data submittals are accepted continuously and should be submitted for review through March 30 of the previous odd-year to be considered for inclusion in the next even-year report.

Does DEQ use other tools to provide a complete picture of Virginia’s water quality?
Probabilistic Monitoring (ProbMon) is the sampling of randomly selected stations, designed to provide accurate statewide and regional assessments of the conditions of Virginia’s water resources. ProbMon was added to estuarine and freshwater monitoring programs in 2000 and 2001, respectively, as a cost-effective way to test new sampling methods and support other DEQ water quality management activities. DEQ also conducted a nonpoint source assessment with the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation, which prioritized the impact of Virginia’s agricultural industry on the state’s waters.
What are the results of 2018 IR?  
A statewide summary of waters by type is presented in the table below. Chapter 4.3 characterizes and identifies top sources of contamination for each of Virginia’s major river basins. Chapter 4.4 covers the results of the Freshwater ProbMon Assessment. Chapter 4.5 and 4.6 discuss the results of the Estuarine ProbMon Assessment and the Chesapeake Bay Program Assessment, respectively. A twenty-year trend analysis is available in Chapter 4.7.


	 
	Rivers (mi)
	Lakes (acres)
	Estuaries (sq mi)

	Non-Impaired (% total)
	6,370 (6%)
	18,147 (15%)
	316 (11%)

	Impaired (% total)
	15,508 (15%)
	95,339 (81%)
	2,134 (75%)

	Not Assessed (% total)
	79,086 (78%)
	3,729 (3%)
	398 (14%)

	TOTAL
	100,964
	117,215
	2,849











How does DEQ promote water quality?
A Total Maximum Daily Load, or pollution diet, is a special study to determine the allowable amount of a pollutant for an impaired water to still meet water quality standards. A TMDL report identifies all sources of pollution contributing to exceedances of water quality standards, calculates the pollutant amount entering the stream from each source and calculates acceptable pollutant loads needed to attain water quality standards. Virginia law requires the development of an implementation plan after a TMDL is developed and approved. 
Through Section 319 of the federal Clean Water Act, Virginia is awarded grant funds to implement its nonpoint source programs. This includes project funding to install best management practices (BMPs) such as livestock exclusion fencing or septic system repairs in watersheds with an approved TMDL implementation plan.

DEQ also manages the Virginia Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund, which provides loans and grants for water quality improvement projects.  Previous projects funded by these loan programs include:
· Eliminating Virginia’s 12 remaining municipal wastewater treatment plants that do not treat for chemical pollutants.
· Upgrading, expanding or replacing 177 outdated public wastewater treatment facilities.
· Eliminating 238 major points of raw sewage overflows.
· Addressing 62 potential community public health hazard situations by eliminating failing septic systems, pit privies and straight-line discharges through the construction of public sewer systems.
· Conserving 10,717 acres of land, thereby protecting water quality in the associated watersheds
· Installing nine water reuse projects.
· Providing alternative energy production projects at 14 wastewater treatment facilities.
· [image: Map of Water Quality Restoration in Virginia for waters either partially or fully delisted (removed) from the 303(d) impaired waters list]Funding one Living Shoreline project.
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Water Quality Restoration Progress® in Virginia
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’ 596 Fully Restored Waters
+ 85 Additional Full Delistings Approved in 2018
362 miles of rivers/streams
288 acres of reservoirs/lakes
2 sq. miles of estuary

’ 1,844 Partially Restored Parameters *

« 209 Additional Partial Delistings Approved in 2018
411 miles of rivers/streams
2,387 acres of reservoirs/lakes
180 sq. miles of estuary

* Restoration progress (i.e. Delist status) is cumulative through December 2016.

A Partial delisting totals are parameter based but include over 700 water bodies.

Visgra DeparT 42 delisted Part 2 water permits are not included in the numbers above.
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