


Notice of Public Comment Period and Hearing

[bookmark: _GoBack]NOTICE OF ACTION: The State Water Control Board is considering the reissuance and amendment of a general permit through the amendment of a regulation on water quality.

PURPOSE OF NOTICE: To seek public comment through the Department of Environmental Quality on 1) the proposal 2) the costs and benefits of the proposal 3) effects of the proposal on farm and forest land preservation and 4) impacts on small businesses

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: August 3, 2020 to October 2, 2020

PUBLIC HEARING: To address protective measures to help prevent the spread of COVID-19, electronic public hearings will be held via GoToWebinar teleconferencing on September 14, 2020 at 7 p.m. and September 16 at 9 a.m. DEQ will present details of the proposal at the beginning of each public hearing.

GoToWebinar Instructions: To attend and/or speak at the public hearing, you must register and follow instructions on ways to join the public hearing. To register for the one of the public hearings use one of the following links or copy and paste the address to your chrome web browser. 

September 14, please go to https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1998009848523103248

September 16, please go to https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/673532644146132240

An in person location may be added for this public hearing in the future. Notice of the decision on the availability of the in person option will be posted on DEQ’s website at https://www.deq.virginia.gov/Programs/Water/LandApplicationBeneficialReuse/PublicNotices.aspx and the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall website no later than 3 days prior to the public hearing. 

PUBLIC COMMENT STAGE: Notice of Public Comment and Public Notice of Draft Permit

REGULATION/PERMIT NAME: Virginia Pollution Abatement (VPA) Regulation and General Permit for Poultry Waste Management

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED REGULATION: The VPA Regulation and General Permit for Poultry Waste Management governs the management of poultry feeding operations which confine 200 or more animal units (20,000 chickens or 11,000 turkeys), and establishes utilization, storage, tracking and accounting requirements related to poultry waste, including waste that is transferred from poultry feeding operations. This rulemaking is proposed in order to reissue the existing general permit, which expires on November 30, 2020. The most significant amendments to this regulation are the addition of annual reporting requirements by the poultry grower and poultry waste end-user and the addition of a new section specifically to address activities performed by the commercial poultry processor on the contract grower’s farm.

HOW TO COMMENT: DEQ accepts written comments by hand-delivery, e-mail, fax and postal mail. All written comments must include the full name and address of the person commenting. Written comments submitted by hand-delivery or postal mail must be received by DEQ no later than close of business October 2, 2020, and written comments submitted by fax or email must be received by by DEQ no later than 11:59 p.m. on October 2, 2020. Oral comments are accepted at the public hearing. DEQ prefers that comments, including a copy of supporting documents or exhibits, be submitted in writing. All testimony, exhibits and documents received are part of the public record. More detailed information on the proposal is available at the Town Hall website at https://townhall.virginia.gov/L/ViewAction.cfm?actionid=5118 and by contacting the DEQ representative named below. The public may review the documents at the following location: Department of Environmental Quality, 1111 East Main Street, Richmond, VA 23219.

CONTACT FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS, DOCUMENT REQUESTS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Betsy Bowles, at P.O. Box 1105, Richmond, VA 23218, email betsy.bowles@deq.virginia.gov, phone 804-698-4059 or FAX 804-698-4178.



