Winter Driving Tips
[bookmark: _GoBack]Applying salt to roadways is critical to ensure our safety and enable us to get to where we need to go.  But, it can be too much of a good thing when more salt than is needed is applied.  Following these tips can help reduce Northern Virginia’s “salt footprint” by providing winter professionals the time and space to do their job, and allowing salt that is applied time to be effective and achieve the designated levels of service for the roadways. So, if you have a trip scheduled and it’s snowing or icy, consider if the trip is necessary or if it can wait until road conditions improve. If you have to be out, be safe and patient!
Actions you can take to keep yourself, and others, safe during winter storms:
· Monitor weather closely, as forecasts can improve or worsen quickly. 
· If you have a driveway and a garage/carport, park your vehicles off the road before predicted winter weather arrives.  This allows plow trucks to efficiently clear the road as well as reduces the amount of shoveling of snow from your driveway.
· Adjust travel times to avoid driving during and immediately after a storm. Wait to drive until road conditions improve.
· Stay home and avoid non-essential travel.  Consider if that appointment or errand can be rescheduled for another time.    
· Adjust commutes or if these options are available, plan to telework, or take metro or VRE.
If you have to be out on the roads during wintery conditions, remember those road conditions require different driving tactics:
· Before you leave, ensure your vehicle is ready.  
· Clean all snow off your vehicle and ensure you can see and you can be seen (windows cleared, brake lights and turn signals are visible).
· Ensure you have at least a half tank of fuel.
· Tires are properly inflated.
· Keep cold weather gear in your car (extra food, water, blanket, flashlight, glass scraper, medications and more).
· Let others know your route, destination and estimated time of arrival.
· Allow extra time to reach your destination.
· Give plows ample room and time to work. You may see them, but they may not see you.  
· Use main roads.  These are plowed first, so not only will they be the safest to drive on, but you will avoid compacting snow on unplowed roads.  When snow is compacted, it takes more plowing and more salt to remove.
· Stay alert. You need your full senses when driving during wintry conditions, so best to stay home when you’re not feeling alert.
· Drive more slowly.  During wintery conditions, you have less traction, which means it takes longer to stop in wet or icy road conditions.  Reduce your speed, accelerate slowly and avoid abrupt steering maneuvers. 
· Maintain a safe distance between you and the car ahead. 
· Allow extra time and distance when stopping. Use your brakes carefully (early and slowly) to limit skidding.

Stay informed of road conditions by visiting 511virginia.org and virginiadot.org/novaemergency
For more tips on winter driving, visit these websites:

Virginia Department of Transportation: http://www.virginiadot.org/travel/snow.asp

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration: https://www.nhtsa.gov/winter-driving-tips

American Automobile Association (AAA): https://exchange.aaa.com/safety/driving-advice/winter-driving-tips/#.XOaKYKJKjcs
