2021 Governor’s Environmental Excellence Awards
Virginia Outdoors Plan Implementation Application

This award category is intended to recognize outdoor recreation accomplishments meeting the 2018 Virginia Outdoors Plan goals and objectives. 

Please read these instructions carefully:
· Applications, including this form and any additional information submitted, must be received by 5 p.m. on Wednesday, December 9, 2020. Send the application and all supporting documents to Meghann.Quinn@DEQ.Virginia.gov.  You will receive an email within 1 business day confirming that your application has been received.
· Additional information must be limited to 10 pages. 
· Questions about the application or submission process should be directed to Meghann Quinn at 804-698-4021 or Meghann.Quinn@DEQ.Virginia.gov.
Eligibility:
1. Entries in the Virginia Outdoors Plan category may be submitted for projects completed in Virginia by (a) Virginia businesses and industries, (b) government entities that own or manage land; (c) regional planning offices; (d) non-profits or (e) individuals.
2. Projects must be complete prior to submission of the award application. If the project is a trail or water trail project, trail access and parking should be constructed and open to the public.
3. Complete the application and provide a 120-word or less executive summary (included in Section One).
4. Judges may not evaluate an application for an organization or individual with which they are associated.

	How many additional documents will you be submitting in support of your application?

	☐	0

	☐	1

	☐	2

	☐	3

	☐	Other
	Click or tap here to enter text.
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Section One: Application Information
	Facility/Partnership Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Parent Company (If applicable)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Physical Address

	Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.

	City, St Zip
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Contact Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Contact Title
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Contact Phone Number
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Contact Email Address
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Provide a brief description of the primary function and activities of the facility/entity/partnership:

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	What is the name of the project, if applicable?

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	In 120 words or less, provide an executive summary of your project:

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Type of Organization

	☐	Manufacturing/Industrial
	☐	Local Government

	☐	Commercial Business
	☐	State Government

	☐	Partnership (Multiple Organizations)
	☐	Federal Government

	☐	Other (Nonprofit)
	☐	College or University



	Number of employees at the organization:

	☐	<100
	☐	100-499
	☐	500-4,999
	☐	5,000+



	Recreation Region and County Planning District

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	County, town or city

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Has the project been completed or in place long enough to have resulted in significant accomplishments?
[Note: Judges will only consider those projects with results.]

	☐	Yes
	☐	No



	If your facility/organization has won a previous Governor’s Environmental Excellence Award, please explain how this project differs from your previous application.

	Click or tap here to enter text.

Section Two: Meeting Needs in the Virginia Outdoors Plan
	Is the project listed as a featured project in the 2018 Virginia Outdoors Plan or does it meet one of the top outdoor recreation needs in the region?

	☐	Yes
	☐	No



	Check the outdoor recreation needs addressed by this project. (These are the top uses from the 2017 Virginia Outdoors Surveys.)

	☐	Visiting natural areas
	☐	Sporting events or tournaments

	☐	Driving for pleasure
	☐	Visiting playgrounds

	☐	Walking for pleasure
	☐	Hiking/backpacking day trips

	☐	Visiting parks (local, state, national)
	☐	Culinary tours/trails

	☐	Swimming/outdoor pool
	☐	Walks/runs/challenge-based events

	☐	Sunbathing/relaxing on a beach
	☐	Hunting

	☐	Viewing the water
	☐	Snow sledding/tubing

	☐	Swimming/beach/lake river (open water)
	☐	Salt water fishing

	☐	Visiting historic areas
	☐	Basketball

	☐	Fresh water fishing 
	☐	Power boating

	☐	Outdoor-festivals
	☐	18-hole golf

	☐	Visiting working farms, petting zoos, etc.
	☐	Miniature golf

	☐	Music festivals
	☐	Shooting range

	☐	Picnicking away from home
	☐	Tent camping

	☐	Viewing scenery
	☐	Tubing on water

	☐	Gardening
	☐	Staying in cabins

	☐	Nature based tours/trails
	☐	Stargazing/Dark skies/Astronomy

	☐	Canoeing/kayaking
	☐	Paved or gravel bicycle trails

	☐	Visiting gardens/arboretums
	☐	Soccer

	☐	Jogging/running
	

	☐	Other:
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Identify funding sources. Check all that apply.

	☐	Land and Water Conservation Fund
	☐	Recreational Trails

	☐	Department of Wildlife Resources
	☐	Coastal Zone Management

	☐	Captain John Smith National Historic Trail – Public Access
	☐	State funds

	☐	Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT)
	☐	Local funds

	☐	VDOT – FAST Act Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside
	☐	Non-profit foundation funds

	☐	Other:
	Click or tap here to enter text.







Section Three: Virginia Outdoors Plan Project Evaluation
	Community Goals [5 points maximum]
· How does this project meet regional outdoor recreation needs identified in the 2018 Virginia Outdoors Plan?
· How are the outdoor recreation activities integrated with community goals for healthy living and economic sustainability? 
· How does this outdoor recreation project support the protection of wetlands and other sensitive lands?

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Public Access [10 points maximum] 
· What kind of public access to outdoor recreation is made possible by this project?
· Describe educational programs or interpretive signage that is associated with this public access.
· What is the involvement of your employees and the community in the management, enhancement and educational outreach associated with this public access?

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Trails [10 points maximum] 
· What kind of trails were developed as part of this project?
· Describe educational programs or interpretive signage that is associated with the trails.
· What is the involvement of your employees and the community in the management, enhancement and educational outreach associated with the trails?

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Planning and Management [10 points maximum]
· Is this project in the county’s comprehensive plan or outdoor recreation plan?
· Is there a written management plan and how does it address:
· Carrying capacity of the recreation facility?
· Protective measures for native plants and wildlife?
· Irrigation, fertilization and harvesting practices based on environmental protection?
· Identification, protection and management of wetland areas in accordance with all applicable requirements and regulations?

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Leveraging funds and involving partners [10 points maximum]
· How were funds leveraged for implementation?
· How have partnerships advanced funding efforts?
· How was community support and awareness generated?
· How is long term maintenance addressed?

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Protection of rare, threatened, or endangered species/exemplary natural communities. [10 points maximum]
· Are lands adjacent to streams and water bodies protected and being managed as wooded buffers?
· Are there rare, threatened, or endangered species or exemplary natural communities on the property?
· If there are rare, threatened, or endangered species on the property, how are they protected and managed?
· Describe protection of wildlife habitat.

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Scenic resources. [10 points maximum]
· Does this project advance scenic resource protection?
· Can this scenic resource be viewed from a state highway, Virginia Byway or other public facility?
· Is this scenic resource protected by an easement?
· Has this resource received state recognition as a Scenic River or Virginia Byway?

	Click or tap here to enter text.




Section Four: Project Implementation & Results
	Technical value and transferability [9 points maximum]
· Describe how this project may help others implement outdoor recreation. Identify the types of groups, facilities and/or entities that might duplicate all or some of your efforts.

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Efficiency and cost effectiveness [9 points maximum]
· Describe the project’s efficiency, cost effectiveness and ways this project is a model.

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Economic benefits [9 points maximum]
· What are the economic benefits to your community resulting from this project?

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Alternative transportation [8 points maximum]
· Does this outdoor recreation enhance alternative transportation impacts? Explain.

	Click or tap here to enter text.
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