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A virtual public hearing will be held on July 20, 2020, to receive comment on the draft Virginia Water Protection Permit (permit) for the Wegmans Distribution Center, proposed to be located in Hanover County.
The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality has received numerous requests for an in-person public hearing on the draft permit. The agency has considered these requests and weighed the following:
Venue: DEQ is using the Hanover County facility to accommodate both live streaming of the public hearing (a capability familiar to local residents) and a webinar service for submittal of oral comments.
Capacity: Due to social distancing requirements, capacity is extremely limited at the facility. Moving the location to another venue would result in the loss of live streaming and likely adversely impact the virtual meeting component of the public hearing as well.
Timing: Rescheduling to provide an in-person public hearing is not an option due to deadlines for the public hearing set forth in state law.
Safety: While restrictions on public gatherings have been relaxed, we are still advised that we are safer at home.
Taking the technology limitations into consideration and in order to ensure protection of public health and safety, as well as the health and safety of our State Water Control Board (Board) members and employees, we are limiting the July 20, 2020, public hearing on the draft permit to virtual only.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Persons who wish to provide comments are encouraged to either register and join the virtual public hearing for the submittal of oral comments or use any of the other mechanisms to submit written comments for inclusion in the public comment file (hand-delivery, postal mail, email or fax).
All public comments, whether submitted orally at a public hearing or in writing during the comment period are considered equally. All persons that properly submit comments will have the same opportunity to address the Board during the meeting when the draft permit is initially presented for action in accordance with the Board's policy for public comment at a Board meeting. 
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