From: Erik Olson

To: Wardle, Alexander (DEQ)

Cc: Tom Soapes; Ernie Lehmann

Subject: Re: NRG Potomac River Generating Station CAP
Date: Tuesday, February 03, 2015 3:47:16 PM
Attachments: Olson Comments on NRG CAP-02-03-2015.pdf

Dear Mr. Wardle,

Thank you for the notice about the public meeting on the NRG Power Plant
facility Corrective Action Plan (CAP) this evening, and for providing an
electronic copy of the CAP. | have read the CAP; attached please find my
brief comments on the document. Please enter these comments into the
record for the meeting.

Unfortunately, | am obliged to fly this afternoon to Austin, Texas for
meetings and will be unable to participate in the public meeting this
evening. | understand that others from North Old Town Independent
Citizens Association will be there, and someone there may speak to the
issues that | raise.

Thanks again,
Erik D. Olson

On Wed, Jan 14, 2015 at 2:52 PM, Wardle, Alexander (DEQ)
<Alexander.Wardle@deq.virginia.gov> wrote:

Dear Mr. Olson

A public meeting has been set for Tuesday, February 3 at7 pm to invite public
comment on the NRG CAP. | understand NRG will be having a public notice
published for that meeting as soon as possible. The public comment period will be
extended until February 13, 2015.

Do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or comments,

Regards

Alex Wardle, Environmental Geologist
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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
PuBLIC MEETING ON NRG's PROPOSED CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN
FOR REMEDIATION AT THE POTOMAC RIVER GENERATING STATION SITE

COMMENTS OF
ERIK D. OLSON

NORTH OLD TOWN
RESIDENT

FEBRUARY 3, 2015

Introduction

Good evening, | am Erik D. Olson. My wife and | are residents of the Watergate of Alexandria
community in North Old Town Alexandria, residing on North Royal Street just a few blocks
south of the NRG Potomac River Generating Station site. My son and his wife also reside in this
complex in a separate home. | am an environmental lawyer, having worked for over 30 years in
the field, with extensive experience in the drinking water, groundwater, and environmental
remediation issues. | began my career at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of
General Counsel on environmental remediation, drinking water, clean water, and related matters.
I also served as General Counsel for the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public
Works, and now am the Director of the Health Program at the Natural Resources Defense
Council, a leading non-profit environmental organization. | also am a member of the North Old
Town Independent Citizens Association (NOTICe).

I comment today solely on my own behalf, not representing my employer or any other
organization. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the NRG Proposed Corrective
Action Plan (CAP) for the Potomac River Generating Station site. | regret that because | must
participate in meetings in Austin, Texas this week, | am unable to be at the public meeting in
person.

Summary of Comments
I commend the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VDEQ) for requiring NRG to
produce a CAP. It is a positive development that Groundwater & Environmental Services and

other NRG contractors have begun the process of a serious evaluation of the options for cleaning
up the substantial leak of petroleum product into the ground at the NRG site.
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The fact that, according to the CAP, an estimated 17,409 gallons of petroleum has leaked from
underground storage tanks into the ground at the NRG site clearly indicates that an aggressive
cleanup is needed. In light of this significant leak it is not surprising, but is nonetheless
worrisome that, as indicated in Appendix 4 of the CAP, there are substantial concentrations of
benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylenes (BTEX), as well as a significant amounts of
napthalene and a wide array of other petroleum hydrocarbons at the site. These compounds may
be in and above the water table, in the lower aquifer, and even seeping into the Potomac at
certain identified seep sites.

As VDEQ is well aware, many of these compounds can pose significant health risks if people are
exposed to them, particularly for prolonged periods or at high concentrations. As the National
Toxicology Program (NTP) at the National Institutes of Health, and as the Agency for Toxic
Substances Disease Registry (ATSDR) have noted, some of these compounds are carcinogens or
can pose other chronic and acute health hazards to exposed people. For example, benzene is a
known human carcinogen. See, for example, ATSDR Toxicological Profile for Benzene (2007).

Thus, VDEQ would be well-advised to require a vigorous cleanup that will ensure that future use
of this land as a park or for some form of development will be safe for all citizens in the
community, including children who might play on this land when it is converted to other uses.

I would strongly recommend that in reviewing and approving the CAP, VDEQ, as well as the
National Park Service (NPS) and D.C. Department of Environment (DC DOE) insist that the
cleanup ensure that future land use will not be restricted to industrial uses and will be safe for
future uses by ordinary citizens including children.

While I am not personally qualified to fully evaluate the adequacy of the proposed remediation, |
would suggest on behalf of citizens of the community that VDEQ, DC DOE, and the NPS ensure
that independent experts carefully review the CAP to confirm that the remediation will meet the
goal of making this land as safe as possible for all possible future users of the land. It would be
deeply problematic for residual contamination to result in necessary restrictions in use of the land
for future community enjoyment and reasonable development as a park or other uses.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide comments.
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