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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2
3 The foll ow ng cause cane on to be
4 heard renotely on Septenber 2, 2020 at 6:00 p. m
5
6 M5. RAYFI ELD. Thank you. So good
7 evening. It is 6:01 and the court reporter
8 should start at this nonent, | should have
9 sai d.
10 Good evening, it is 6:01 p.m
11 Septenber 2, 2020. | will now call this
12 hearing to order. M nane is Bettina
13 Rayfield and I wll be presiding over the
14 hearing this evening on behalf of the
15 Department of Environnental Quality.
16 The purpose of this neeting is to
17 di scuss or transact the business
18 statutorily required or necessary to
19 conti nue operations of the departnent, and
20 di scharge, the discharge of its | awful
21 pur poses, duties, and responsibilities.
22 And that the departnent has determ ned that
23 the nature of the declared energency nmakes
24 It inpracticable or unsafe for the public
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1 body to assenble in a single |ocation.

2 The Departnment of Environnent al

3 Quality is conducting this public hearing

4 jointly with the Virginia Departnent of

5 Aviation. A representative fromthe

6 Departnent of Aviation will explain the

7 agency's role in this proceeding shortly.

8 Al so present from DEQ i s Jani ne

9 Howard. Notice of this hearing was

10 published in the "Martinsville Bulletin" on
11 Monday, August 17, 2020.

12 DEQ s responsibility for the public
13 hearing stens fromthe Virginia Code

14 Section 5.1-7. The law gives the

15 Departnment of Aviation licensing authority
16 over new airports and runway projects, and
17 directs it to consider the comrents

18 resulting froma state agency review of the
19 soci al, econom c, and environnental inpact
20 of the proposed project.

21 The | aw al so directs the Departnent
22 of Environnmental Quality to conduct the

23 coordi nated state agency environnent al

24 review and to hold a public hearing as part
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1 of the review
2 After the public hearing, the
3 Departnent of Environnental Quality nust
4 make a report to the Departnent of Aviation
5 within 90 days followng its recei pt of the
6 request for the review. The 90-day review
7 peri od ends on Cctober 7, 2020.
8 The Blue Ridge Airport Authority,
9 owner and operator of the Blue R dge
10 Airport Regional Airport (MIV) requests the
11 DoAv anend -- that DoAv anend the |icensed
12 | ength of the current Runway 13-31, froma
13 5,002 foot CIl runway to a 6,000 foot D-II
14 runway. O her infrastructure associ ated
15 with the runway extension includes the
16 extension of the parallel taxiway,
17 associ ated exit taxiways, runway object-
18 free area, runway safety area, relocation
19 of navigational aids, |ighting, grading,
20 real i gnment of Route 698, |and acquisition,
21 easenent acquisition, shift of runway 13
22 end west, and devel opnent of approaches to
23 t he runway.
24 The runway extension would enable the
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1 airport to effectively serve its critical
2 design aircraft, the Gl fstream 450, (450,
3 which is currently limted by the runway's
4 | ength and associ ated operating
5 capabilities.
6 Additionally, the runway extension is
7 expected to increase the airport positive
8 econom c inpacts to the region.
9 In keeping with Section 5.1-7, DEQis
10 seeki ng public coment on the
11 environnental, social, and economc effects
12 of the airport project under consideration.
13 For nenbers of the public who wish to
14  speak, please raise your hand on the
15 webinar and you will be given the
16 opportunity to speak. Any oral statenents
17 provided will be recorded by a court
18 reporter who will create a transcript of
19 this hearing, and the resulting transcript
20 wi Il be maintained as part of the official
21 record of the proceeding.
22 In addition, witten coments nay be
23 submtted until the end of the public
24 comrent period, which extends until Friday,
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1 Septenber 11, 2020. Witten comments nust
2 be sent to Janine Howard at the Departnent
3 of Environnental Quality, Ofice of
4 Envi ronnental |npact Review, at 1111 East
5 Main Street, Richnond, Virginia 23219 or
6 ] anine. howard@leq. Virgini a. gov.
7 M. Stephen Smley wth the Planning
8 and Environnental section of the Departnent
9 of Aviation will discuss the role of his
10 departnent in this process.
11 Go ahead, Stephen.
12 MR. SM LEY: (Good evening. |I'm
13 St ephen Sm |l ey, senior planner with the
14  Virginia Departnment of Aviation. Title
15 5.1-7 of the Code of Virginia states, in
16 part, that prior to any runway extension or
17 conduction of a new runway, a new |license
18 and/or |icense nodification application
19 nmust be approved by the Departnent of
20 Avi at i on.
21 Prior to any new | icense being
22 | ssued, the departnent nust consider the
23 comments of all applicable state agencies
24 and request the Departnent of Environnental
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1 Qual ity coordi nate and conduct a public
2 heari ng.
3 The purpose of the public hearing is
4 to provide the public an opportunity to
5 i dentify applicable issues or voice
6 comment s concerni ng the econom c, social,
7 and environnental effects that nmay result
8 fromthe proposed license nodification.
9 Wth that, | would like to return
10 back to you, Bettina. Thank you very nuch.
11 M5. RAYFI ELD: Thank you. |s there
12 anyone who would wi sh to speak at this
13 time? One last call for speakers. | don't
14  see anyone's hand raised. Ckay.
15 Thank you all for com ng and
16 participating in our review of this
17 proposal . Again, we will accept witten
18 coments until Friday, Septenber 11, 2020.
19 It is now 6:07 p.m and the hearing
20 I s adj our ned.
21 MR. SM LEY: Thank you all.
22 M5. RAYFI ELD: Thank you.
23 (Of record at 6:07 p.m)
24
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1 CERTI FI CATE
2 COVMMONVWEALTH OF VI RG NI A
3 COUNTY OF ROANOKE
4 I, Katherine P. Ford, Notary Public in and
5 for the Commonwealth of Virginia, at Large, do
6 hereby certify that the Hearing on Septenber 2,
7 2020 was by ne reduced to nmachi ne shorthand in the
8 presence of the witnesses, afterwards transcri bed
9 by me by neans of conputer, and that to the best
10 of ny ability the foregoing is a true and correct
11 transcri pt of the Hearing.
12 | further certify that this Hearing was

13 taken at the tine and place specified in the

14 f or egoi ng capti on.

15 | further certify that | amnot a relative,
16 counsel or attorney for either party, or otherw se
17 interested in the outcone of this action.

18 IN WTNESS WHERECOF, | have hereunto set ny
19 hand at Roanoke, Virginia on Septenber 9, 2020.

2o ApthorsielD Frrt 7K

21 KATHERI NE P. FORD, RPR
NOTARY PUBLI C No. 166385

22
My Comm ssi on expires February 28, 2023.
23
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