Public Notice – Environmental Project

PURPOSE OF NOTICE:

The Department of Environmental Quality seeks public comment on the state’s response to the environmental aspects of a proposed federal action in the City of Newport News, Virginia.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD:

October 5, 2020 to October 30, 2020

TYPE OF RESPONSE:

Federal Consistency Determination

DEQ is reviewing a proposed federal agency activity to determine whether it is consistent with the Virginia Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Program established pursuant to the federal Coastal Zone Management Act.  The Virginia CZM Program seeks to protect the quality of air, water or other natural resources in Virginia’s coastal zone.

NAME OF AGENCY PROPOSING THE PROJECT:

DOD/U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

[bookmark: _GoBack]The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) proposes to stabilize the streambank on a section of the James River in Newport News, Virginia. An approximate 600-foot section of the riverbank along the James River at River Road is severely eroded by the combined effects of natural erosion processes including river flow, water level rise, and tidal, storm, and wind driven wave action. The resulting 25-foot high receding bluff is an imminent threat to existing public facilities, causing continual loss of land, threatening existing public facilities, threatening existing public utilities, including River Road, electric, gas, communications, public water and sewer lines, as well as creating dangerous conditions associated with the steep slope. The majority of the project site is owned by the City of Newport News, however, there are several privately owned parcels within the project limits. The proposed stabilization project consists of the installation of an approximately 600-foot longitudinal rock sill graded on a 1H:3V slope, 2,900 tons of VDOT class III riprap and 800 tons of VDOT number 1 stone, 4,300 cubic yards of fill, 1,600 square yards of geotextile filter fabric, 35,000 square feet of seeding, and 700 cubic yards of debris removal. It is anticipated that the proposed project would be constructed in a manner to avoid the shoreline and existing residential pier on private property.  The Corps has submitted a Federal Consistency Determination that finds the proposed action consistent to the maximum extent practicable with the enforceable policies of the Virginia Coastal Zone Management Program.

HOW TO COMMENT:

DEQ accepts comments from the public by e-mail or postal mail.  All comments must include the name, address and telephone number of the person commenting and be received by DEQ within the comment period.  The public may review the project documents at DEQ’s central office in Richmond. 

CONTACT FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS, DOCUMENT REQUESTS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Name:		John Fisher
DEQ Central Office, 14th Floor
Office of Environmental Impact Review
1111 East Main Street
Richmond, Virginia, 23219
Phone:		(804) 698-4339
E-mail:		john.fisher@deq.virginia.gov
