PUBLIC NOTICE – Environmental Project

PURPOSE OF NOTICE: The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) seeks public comment on the state’s response to the environmental aspects of a proposed runway extension in Henry County, Virginia.

[bookmark: _GoBack]PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: August 19, 2020 to September 11, 2020

TYPE OF RESPONSE: DEQ is conducting an environmental review of a proposed runway extension as a component of the airport’s License Modification Application submitted to the Virginia Department of Aviation (DoAv).

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Blue Ridge Airport Authority, owner and operator of the Blue Ridge Regional Airport (MTV) requests the DoAv amend the licensed length of the current Runway 13-31 from a 5,002 foot C-II runway to 6,000 foot D-II runway. Other infrastructure associated with the runway extension includes the extension of the parallel taxiway, associated exit taxiways, Runway Object Free Area (ROFA), Runway Safety Area (RSA), relocation of Navigational Aids (NAVAIDS), lighting, grading, realignment of Route 698, land acquisition, easement acquisition, shift of the Runway 13 end west, and development of approaches to the runway. The runway extension would enable the airport to effectively serve its critical design aircraft, the Gulfstream 450 (G450), which is currently limited by the runway length and associated operating capabilities. Additionally, the runway extension is expected to increase the airport’s positive economic impacts to the region.

HOW A DECISION IS MADE: The DEQ Office of Environmental Impact Review coordinates the Commonwealth's response to the environmental information submitted for runway extensions. DEQ distributes the documents to appropriate state agencies, planning districts and localities for their review and comment. Upon consideration of all comments, DEQ prepares a single state response to DoAV, which must consider the environmental review conducted by DEQ prior to approving the airport’s License Modification Application.

HOW TO COMMENT: DEQ accepts comments from the public by hand-delivery, email or postal mail. The public is invited to comment in any of three ways:
1. Oral comments will be recorded by a certified court reporter during a Joint Public Hearing.
2. Written comments may be submitted anytime during the Hearing.
3. Written comments may be mailed, emailed or hand delivered to DEQ at the following address:
Ms. Janine Howard
Office of Environmental Impact Review	
Department of Environmental Quality
1111 E. Main Street, 14th Floor
Richmond, VA 23219
Janine.howard@deq.virginia.gov
All written comments will be forwarded to the DoAv. All comments must include the name, address and telephone number of the person commenting and be received by DEQ within the comment period. Before including your address, phone number, email address, or other personal identifying information in your comment, be advised that your entire comment–including your personal identifying information–may be made publicly available at any time. While you can ask us in your comment to withhold from public review your personal identifying information, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so. 
A copy of the environmental information is available at the following locations:
· Blue Ridge Regional Airport, 525 Airport Road, Martinsville, VA 24112
· Virginia Department of Aviation, 5702 Gulfstream Road, Richmond, VA 23250 
· Department of Environmental Quality, 1111 E. Main Street, 14th Floor, Richmond, VA 23219
A copy of the information is also available online at the following website: http://www.edenandassociates.com/.

PUBLIC HEARING: A Joint Public Hearing will be hosted by DEQ in conjunction with the DoAv for the purposes of compliance with State licensing requirements (Section 5.1-7 of the Code of Virginia). Anyone desiring to be heard in support of, or in opposition to, this proposed action may attend and have their comments considered by DEQ and DoAV. An informational open house will be held a half hour prior to the Joint Public Hearing.
The Joint Public Hearing/Informational Open House will be held as follows:
Date:		September 2, 2020
Time:		Informational Open House between 5:30 p.m. and 6 p.m.
		Public Hearing will begin at 6 p.m. 

To address protective measures to help prevent the spread of COVID-19, an electronic public hearing and briefing will be held via GoToWebinar teleconferencing service and in compliance with Item 4-0.01 g of Chapter 1289 of the 2020 Acts of Assembly. If a decision is made to hold the hearing and briefing in person, information will be posted on DEQ’s website at  https://www.deq.virginia.gov/Programs/EnvironmentalImpactReview/PublicNotices.aspx and the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall website no later than 3 days prior to the meeting.

GoToWebinar Meeting Registration Instructions: To attend and/or speak at the public hearing being held via electronic communications, you must register, provide the required information, and follow instructions on ways to join the public hearing. Participants can join the meeting starting at 5:15 p.m.

To register, please go to https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1070287017006271246 or copy and paste the address to your web browser.
or
On the date and time of the hearing, access the website https://www.gotomeeting.com/webinar, click “Join” and then enter Webinar ID 905-429-859. For audio, it is recommended that you call-in to the webinar.

If joining from a mobile device, it is recommended you download the app prior to the meeting.

If you prefer to attend the meeting by telephone without internet access and do not plan to speak, contact Janine Howard at 804-698-4299 or Janine.Howard@deq.virginia.gov to obtain a telephone number prior to the hearing.

CONTACT FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS, DOCUMENT REQUESTS, AND ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION: Janine Howard, DEQ Central Office, Office of Environmental Impact Review, 804-698-4299 or Janine.howard@deq.virginia.gov.
