Target Level:
Grade3

SOLs:
Sience 3.1, 3.3, 3.6,
3.10

Materials Needed:

Paper and crayonsor
markers

|itter Concems

Summary

Students will observe and record examples of litter. They will discuss what
isand isnot litter, why it isthere, and there is a need to be concerned.
Students will draw apicture, illustrating their main litter concern and
present these to the class.

Objectives

Students will be ableto develop their own definitions of litter using in-
quiry-based methods. They will also be abletoillustrate and verbally
support their conclusions and concernsrelating to litter.

Background

Many people, especially children, smply do not “see” litter. By looking for
litter and making observations, their awareness and understanding of the
problemisincreased. Consult Quick and Dirty Fact Sheet: Litter or visit
DEQ’ sweb sitefor students: www.deg.state.va.usgkidgkids/html.

Procedure

1. Ask studentsto predict two specific placeswherethey might seelitterintheir
community. Collect the predictionsand rank them by frequency.

2. Assgnthefollowing homework to last at least three days, but nolonger thanthana
week. Explainto the studentsthat they should record all the placesthey seelitter onthe
way to and from school and whilegoing around town with their familiesand friends.
The students should keep arunning diary of their sightings. It shouldinclude

Example Pace Litter
onthesideof theroad wherel live 2 duminum sodacans
corner of Main Street and First Ave 3 fast food bags, 1 paper cup

3. After 2-3 days, Sart recording their observations on the blackboard or somewhere
thewholeclass can seethem. Continue adding observationsthefull length of the
assignment.

Alternative: Makeadide show of travelsaround the school areato include some of
theroadsthe studentstravel to school, shopping centersthey might go, and other
nearby placesthat havelitter. Havethe sudentswrite theinstances of litter they see
during the dide show. Thenwritethese observationsontheblackboard.

4. Havethe students discussthe placeswhere they saw themost litter, makealist of
theplaces. Count the number of timesaplace waslisted and add appropriate numbers
by their first mention. Examples. around the curbs on Main Street -14; the parking lot
of thegrocery store- 9; theroad along thefootbdl field of the high school - 16, etc. The
observations can begraphed by frequency. Notethestudents' original predictionsand
ask how they compaare with their actual findings.

5. Have each student or small group of students choose onelittered location that they
personally are concerned about. They should draw apicturethat illustratesthelitter
issueinthat place. Explainto the studentsthat they will present their drawingstothe
class, tdling why theirsisparticularly important and what should be done about it.
Note: If doing ashorter presentation, choose severa studentsto sharetheir drawings.

11



6. Pogt thedrawingson aclassbulletin board after the presentationsaremade. Have the sudentswrite adefinition of litter
and proposetenwaysto prevent littering based ontheir observationsand discussions.

Extensions

Havethe studentscreate apublic “ display” with their drawingsand solutions. These might be postedinthelocd library, a
restaurant or grocery store. Studentsmight invitetheir parents, local supervisorsand datelegidatorsto visit their exhibit.

Place Litter
Example: onthe side of the River Road where | ive 2 aluminum soda cans






