itsaWrap!

TargetLevel:
Grade2

SOLs:
Sience: 2.1, 2.8
English: 2.2,2.3,2.8

Materials Needed:
Artsupplies
Optional: relaxingtape
of forest or stream
environment sounds

Time Needed:
Oneclassperiod
Optiond: lunchperiod

Summary

Students devel op creetive waysto wrap presents using reusable or recyclable materias.

Objectives

Studentswill realize theamount of resources and money that go into wrapping paper
and devise away to wrap agift using reusable or recyclable materials.

Background

“ Americansthrow away 25% more trash during the Thanksgiving to New Year's
holiday period than any other timeof year. The extrawaste amountsto 25 million tons
of garbage, or about 1 million extratons per week.” (Www.Cygnus-group.com)

A large portion of thisextrawasteis giftwrap. In today’ s society, it isvery easy and not
very expensiveto find al sorts of wrapping paper, making it very easy to useit onceand
then throw it away.

However, there are many ways to reuse items to make attractive gift wrap, to use
“gifts’ aswraps or ways to make the gift so attractive that it doesn't need awrapping.
Some of the common examplesare wrapping baby giftsin areceiving blanket, wrapping
wedding giftsin atablecloth, using the comicstowrap birthday and Christmasgifts,
using apillow case or cloth grocery bags as the wrapping and the list goeson. But what
other ways are there to wrap gifts? Teens are very crestive and imaginative and can
come up with great idess.

Preparation

If using the scenario cards, photocopy and laminate for durability and reuse and then cut

apart.

Activity

1. Discussan upcoming holiday or gift giving occasion, maybe someone' shirthday,
Chirstmas, Hanukah, awedding or other event. Ask about giftsthat might be given and
then discuss how the gift would be wrapped. Most studentswill say gift wrap or gift

bags.

2. Discuss reusing wrapping paper or gift bags. Does your family do that? What are
the advantages? The disadvantages?

3. Discussaternativesto traditional gift wrap. What about other waysto wrap the gift?
Have you ever received a gift that was wrapped in something other than paper
giftwrap? What was the gift and the wrapping?

4. Break the studentsinto groups of 3 or 4 and pass out the scenario cards. Givethe
studentstime to discuss the scenario and discuss the wrapping.

5. Thenext classperiod, alow theindividual groupstowrap thegift. If time permits,

have asharing time, if not, use the next class period for sudentsto sharetheir ideaswith
others.
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Scenarios for It'saWrap:
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