Litterblock Ramble

Summary
Target Level: Studentswill navigatearound “roadblocks” in aninteractive
Grade6 exercisethat stimulates problem solving litter challenges.
SOLs: Objectives
Science: 6.11
. ) Studentswill be ableto examinewhy peoplelitter and beable
Materials Needed: todiscusspublic choicesregardinglitter policies. They will
Litterblock” signs aso beableto devise solutionsto the* litterblocks” or barriers
Trash cansign tolitter prevention.
Blindfolds(bandannasor
other piecesof material) Background
Note: alarge, cleared Oneway to changeinappropriate behavior such aslittering, isto help peoplefinda
playing areawill be reason to change or asolution to the problem. Inthis activity, studentslook at reasons
nesced why peoplelitter and suggest solutionsfor thesereasons. Some of theexcusespeople
. ) usefor not disposing of litter arereal problems, for example, “thetrash canwasfull, so
Time Needed: | put my bag of trash next toit.” Other reasons, such as“| saw someoneelsedoing it,”
Oneclassperiod arefounded in persondl atitudesand values.

Another way to help peoplechangetheir behavior isto help them understand theimpact
of their behavior. They canlook at the consequencesor costs of the behavior and
examinethetrade off or benefitsof change. Either the personwill havetofindthe
appropriate receptacle or carry thetrash homewith them or they will chooseto litter
somewhere. The*cost” of littering might bethe cost of avisit to ahospital emergency
roomvisit for achild stung by beesthat were attracted to adrink canthrown ona
playground or the cost of aveterinarian to stitch adog' s paw cut from broken glassina
picnicarea. Thebenefitswould beaclean, safe park for al visitors.

Advance Preparation

1. Cut piecesof poster board or cardboard into generdly likesizes. Record adifferent
excuse onto each of the signs (from the examples on the Copy Page). Put holesinthe
top of each sign and lace them with string or yarn to enabl e studentsto wear them
around their necks. Thesemay belaminated for multiple usage.

2. Copy, cut, and paste the trash can picture onto aseparate sign. String thiscard for a
student to wear also, and laminateif desired.

Procedure

1. Ask studentsif they haveever littered. Discussreasonswhy people might have
littered. Record thesereasonswhere everyone can seethem.

2. Tell the classthey will play agamethat will help them develop solutionsto thelitter
blocksthey listed. Dividethe classintotwo groups. Thefirst group shouldinclude
about three-fourths of the students. Give each student alitterblock signtowear. Have
the studentsturn them over so no onewill seetheir excusesfor the moment.

3. Ask for avolunteer or assign astudent from the second group to be the “ trash can.”
Give him/her the picture of thetrash canto wear. Explain that thiswill betheonly
person dlowed to talk during the game-- he or shewill need to talk so that the“park
vigitors’ canfind thetrash can.
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4. Podtion thetrash can at thefar end of the playing area. Havethe park visitors stand in aline acrossthe near end. Explain
that after the park visitorshave put ontheir blindfolds, thelitterblock signswill randomly arrange themsel ves between the
park visitorsand thetrash can. Oncein place, thelitterblocks cannot move again, nor can they speak. Tell the park visitors
that they should try and reach thetrash can. If they runinto alitterblock, they should stop and removetheir blindfolds.
Explainthat after al vistorshave either stumbled into alitterblock or reached thetrash can, each will be given the opportunity
to announceits progress. If facing alitterblock, he/shewill tell how they would solve or prevent that excusefor littering.

5. After thepark visitorshave put ontheir blindfolds, givethe“ Litterblocks’™ achanceto position themselvesand turn their
sgnsover. Havethepark visitors begin to navigate themsealvesthroughthelitterblocks. Onthefirst round, few if any park
visitorswill makeit to thetrash can. After aparticular litterblock issolved, that person will remove hisor her sign and stand
alongthesidesof theplaying area.

6. Havethe park visitorsreturnto their starting positions and replacetheir blindfolds. K eep repeating #5 until severd park
visitorshavereached thetrash can. Thetrash should encourage visitorsto moveforward by making commentslike“It's
messy here,” or “ I’'m hungry,” etc.

Wrap Up/Assessment

1. Askthestudentswhy they think it iseasier for the park visitorsto reach thetrash can when there are fewer litterbl ocks.
Ask the studentsif they think that thelitterblocksare difficult barriersto overcome. Which litterblocksaretangible problems
arestutationsthey can control? Areany of the barriers dueto perspective and/or values?

2. Discusstheorigindly generated list of reasonswhy people might litter to other public places (e.g., shopping centers, sports
fields, and school grounds). Ask the studentsif there are positive thingsthat can be doneto addressthe publics“ litterblocks’.
Discusswaysto reduce and prevent theamount of litter. Have students suggest the generd differencesin costs/impactsof
litter clean-up versuslitter prevention. What isinvolved that would have an associated cost?

Variation

Includearecycling bin to be placed besidethe trash can during therounds. The studentswill need to assesswhether their litter
item can berecycled prior to “depositing it in one of thereceptacles’. Note: Additiona materialswill beneeded: arecycling
binsignandacoallection of (clean) common litter items.

Confirm the students' understanding that the term recycle (re-cycle) meansto use over again during Step 3. Additionally,
ensuretheir recognition of therecycling symbol. Explainthat thethreearrowsrepresent thethree stagesinvolvedinrecycling
materials. collect, reprocess, and reuse. Notethat when aproduct isrecycled, it doesnot go into our garbage but isreused
(either for the same or smilar purpose, or madeinto something new).




---------- Examplesof “ Litter blocks’

Why Shouldn't 1?

There saready trash there.

| don’t want to mess up my car.

Too hard to find atrash can.

Mom would get upset if sheknew | ate before dinner.
Everyone doesit.

Someonedsewill pick it up for me.
It’'sjust acandy wrapper.

It' stoo heavy to carry along the trail.
Nobody told me not to.

The trash can was too yucky to touch.
Animaswill eat the apple core.

It'sso tiny, it won't matter.

Bees were around the trash can.

| saw an adult do it.

| don't care about the park.

Therewasn't asign telling me not to litter.

It fell out of my pocket.






