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Virginia Seaside Heritage Program Interpretive Kiosks

To highlight the Seaside’s unique resources and ongoing efforts of the Virginia Seaside Heritage Program (VSHP)
partnership to restore, manage and protect these resources, informational and interpretive signage have been
strategically placed at Chincoteague Island Nature Trail, Wachapreague Harbor, Willis Wharf, Oyster Harbor, and the
Northampton County Boat Ramp (which is encircled by the Eastern Shore of Virginia National Wildlife Refuge). These
sites were chosen by the VSHP partners based on a number of factors - most importantly their vicinity to ecologically
significant and sensitive resources and VSHP sponsored projects. The sites are all high traffic areas and provide an
excellent opportunity to educate many visitors. Finally, by selecting these locations for the kiosks, we were able to space
out the interpretive signage along the Seaside between the southern tip and Chincoteague. Additional kiosks are planned
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as funding permits. (See kiosk locations on map below.)

The kiosk at each location includes two common
interpretive panels. Panel one highlights the economic value of
the seaside and its resources. Panel two highlights the ecological
value of the seaside and its resources. An image of these panels
can be found on pages 2 and 3. Panel three focuses more
specifically on the natural resources and
research/restoration/management projects occurring in the more
immediate surrounding area. All three panels identify and
encourage simple stewardship actions.

Graphic design of the interpretive panels was completed
by Virginia CZM staff, with input and review by VSHP partners.
ANPDC staff worked with the Accomack and Northampton
counties and the localities on the placement on the kiosks and
submission of the required 306A documentation.

The kiosks in Chincoteague, Willis Wharf, Oyster and at
the Northampton County Boat Ramp are 3-sided, 40.5" X 48.5"
aluminum structures built to National Park Service standards and
guaranteed to withstand the harsher elements of the marine
environment. The structures are streamlined and less intrusive
than a larger wooden roofed structure. The existing two-sided
kiosk at Wachapreague was modified slightly to mount interpretive
panels one and two. Due to a Northampton County sign permit
requirement (a requirement initially unknown to ANPDC staff), the
kiosks in Willis Wharf, Oyster and at the county ramp were slightly
modified after delivery, necessitating the order of additional posts
(FYO08 Task 41). Accomack County did not require a permit to
install the kiosks as designed.

All five interpretive kiosks are described in more detail on page 5.
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Panel Two
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Chincoteague —Island Nature Trail

A recent expansion to the Chincoteague Island Nature Trail,
located on 75 acres of preserved open space, one of the last
remaining tracts of undeveloped natural area within the city’s
limits, is expected to attract an increasing number of visitors. The
third panel at this sight highlights the importance of native plants,
provides a photo and
description of the native plants
visible along the trail and
encourages residential
landowners to participate in the
“Plant ES Natives” campaign
and buy native when they visit
their local garden center.
(Under this grant, a “Plant ES
Natives” campaign native plant
demonstration landscape has
been installed around the sign.)

To support the Town’s efforts
to remove Phragmites, the
panel also explains how
destructive this invasive non-
native is to the coastal
environment and steps the
landowners can take to help
control its spread.
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Willis Wharf

Willis Wharf is site of a new wildlife
observation platform funded under the
VHSP (FYO05 task 9.2). The new kiosk is
situated in front of the structure. Willis
Wharf has along history as a working
waterfront. The third panel on this kiosk
illustrates that history and the efforts the
Village has been taking to protect this
heritage and its natural resources as a
leader in the Eastern Shore aquaculture
industry. The platform and the kiosk are
surrounded by a new native plant
demonstration landscape and the panel
highlights the “Plant ES Natives”
campaign.
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Wise Point Kayak Access - Northampton County

Wise Point in Northampton County is a favorite kayak
launch site and, bordered by the refuge, a great opportunity
to educate kayakers about the sensitive seaside resources
they will encounter in this largely protected area. The third
panel on this kiosk focuses on the importance of the
Southern Tip as a hemispherically important bird migration
route and breeding and foraging area. The panel outlines
the ownership of the barrier islands and other conserved
natural areas on the Seaside of the Southern Tip and
provides a general set of rules that kayakers should follow
when visiting the area to help protect sensitive beach and
marsh-nesting birds and habitat, illustrating how easy it
would be to mistakenly tread upon nest, eggs and chicks.
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Oyster

Oyster Harbor is site of a very a popular boat ramp.
Panel 3 of the triangular kiosk at this site highlights the
Village of Oyster’'s Community Visioning Plan to preserve
its historic waterfront. The panel also highlights Virginia
Seaside Heritage Program oyster and eelgrass bed
restoration efforts just off-shore, emphasizing the critical
habitat benefit of these sites in the Seaside ecosystem.
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Wachapreague

Wachapreague Harbor was already the site of a kiosk constructed by the Virginia CZM Program in August 1995 (FY 93
task 66) and therefore presented an opportunity to utilize an existing structure for the interpretive panels. Space was
available only for panels one and two on this kiosk.




Plant ES Native Campaign Multi-Media Components

Remaining funds in this grant were subcontracted to the Eastern Shore Soil and Water Conservation District for printing
and production of multi-media products and installation of demonstration sites for the “Plant ES Natives Campaign’ (pre-
campaign research and campaign design is being funded through FY '07 Task 10.07 and graphic design of campaign
materials is being funded under FY08 Task 1.03). An overview of the campaign is attached.

Radio Ads — Media Buy

In spring 2009 a series of radio ads (see link below) encouraged Eastern Shore residents to buy native when they visited
their local garden centers - highlighting the beauty, ecological and economic benefits of the shore’s native plants. These
radio ads were part of a multi-media package of a new social marketing campaign — “Plant ES Natives” initiated and
coordinated by the Virginia Coastal Zone Management Program. Virginia CZM staff worked with a multi-partner Eastern
Shore Plant Natives Team to develop the campaign with the singular goal of increasing the use of plants native to
Accomack and Northampton counties. Between April 1 and May 30, 2009, 333 ads ran in rotation on Wednesdays,
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays on WESR 103.3 “The Shore”. Each ad urges listeners to look for the Eastern Shore
native plant tag on (their) next visit to an Accomack or Northampton garden center. This grant funded the media buy.

“Shore Talk” Interview — Media Buy

An interview about the campaign was conducted on the “Show Talk” on Monday, April 20 with members of the “Plant ES
Natives” Campaign Planning Team. The ads and the interview can be heard at
http://www.deg.virginia.gov/coastal/plantesnativesmediaroom.html This grant funded the media buy.

Decal

An oval static cling decal, displaying the ("j
campaign logo, slogan and website, was printed J /{Iﬂ
(5,000 pieces) under this task (design was

funded under FY 08 Task 1.03) and is being ES
widely distributed to help market the campaign.

atioes
i‘f!&'_y re Shore Evczu!;ﬁﬁ?r
*»» o

'%'wﬂfa.guwwﬁm‘m“#m'

Plant ES Natives Community Leader Lapel Pins

A campaign logo lapel pin was printed (250 oval enamel pins) under this
grant ((design was funded under FY 08 Task 1.03) and is being distributed
to ‘community leaders’, members of leadership groups, e.g. Master
Gardeners and Naturalists, to recognize their commitment to the campaign
and identify them as leaders and teachers in the community. These leaders
are currently carrying the campaign message out into the community and
sharing their knowledge about native plants. Instituting a "‘community
leader’ program as part of the campaign will help more firmly establish and
build on the 7% base of community leaders needed to establish a social
norm for planting ES native.

Native Plant Provider Banner

A “Native Plants Sold Here” banner (8’ X 2’ 7") was printed
((design was funded under FY 08 Task 1.03) and provided
to Eastern Shore garden centers to acknowledge them as
native plant providers and campaign partners. Banners
were delivered in a package of materials - including plant
tags, decals, and reference binders with a plant list and
native plant fact sheets - to Maplewood (photo right),
Bloomers, Hortco, Sunnyside, Garden Art and Sunnyside
garden centers. A banner is also displayed during
campaign exhibits on the shore.
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Native Plant Demonstration Sites

Under this subcontract, native plant demonstration landscapes were installed on the Seaside at the Chincoteague Nature
Trail and Park, the Willis Wharf Observation Platform, and at the Eastern Shore National Wildlife Refuge. The Willis
Wharf native plant demonstration landscape served as a backdrop for the launch of the “Plant ES Natives” campaign on
April 24, 2009. Master Naturalists assisted in preparing the Willis Wharf site for planting. The Town of Chincoteague
plans to highlight the native plant demonstration site (and the new interpretive kiosk) during a dedication of the Island
Nature Trail this summer. Work on this demonstration site and the signage resulted in increased interest and efforts by
the Town to combat Phragmites. The grant also enabled completion of a butterfly garden in the front of the visitor's center
at the Eastern Shore of Virginia Wildlife Refuge. Plants used at each site where those highlighted on the “Plant ES
Natives” native plant list. Local landscapers and vendors provided the plants and landscaping services. Design plans
and plant list for each of these sites is below. Permanent native plant landscape demonstration site signs and
identification markers for each plant are under production and will be funded under a separate grant.

Chincoteague Island Nature Trail Shady Native Plant Demonstration Site

Before Planting

After Planting




Native Plants

Callicarpa Americana — American Beautyberry
Magnolia virginiana — Sweetbay Magnolia
Itea virginica — Virginia Willow

Clethera alnifolia— Sweet Pepper Bush
Amelanchier arborea — Downy Serviceberry
Iris versicolor — Blue Flag

Solidago caesia — Bluestem Goldenrod

Gaultheria procumbens — Wintergreen

Polystichum acrostichoides - Christmas fern /—\

Osmunda regalis - Royal Fern Mageke |

Osmunda cinnamomea - Cinnamon Fern k ity | Serows berr

Chelone glabra— White Turtlehead
Podophyllum peltatum - May Apple
Ariseama triphyllum — Jack-in-the-Pulpit
Lobelia cardinalis — Cardinal Flower

Also added to demo site:
chicken manure fertilizer
pinestraw
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Willis Wharf Shoreline Native Plant Demonstration Site
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After Planting (photo bottom right - Persimmon behind the kiosk sign is now in bloom)




Willis Wharf Demo Native Plants

Morella (Myrica) cerifera - Southern Wax Myrtle
Juniperus virginiana - Eastern Red Cedar

Panicum amarum - Coastal Panic Grass
Symphyotrichum — New York Aster

Diospyros - Persimmon

Lonicera sempervirens - Coral or Trumpet Honeysuckle
Kosteletskya virginica - Seashore Mallow

Solidago sempervirens - Seaside Goldenrod
Chasmanthium latifolium - Sea Oats

Also added to demo site:
Mulch

Fabric cloth

Edging

OpERAon Decke

3- Honeysuckle
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Southern Tip Pollinator Garden Native Plant Demonstration Site

The Eastern Shore of Virginia Wildlife Refuge began establishing a 75 ft in diameter butterfly garden demonstration in
front of the Visitor Center however did not have sufficient funds to complete installation of all the plants in the original
plans for the garden. Funding from this grant enabled the Refuge to purchase a wide variety of Eastern Shore
(highlighted in bold) and Virginia native plants to make this demonstration site truly an example of how beautiful and
diverse a native landscape can be and will help landowners learn to recognize many species. During research for the
“Plant ES Natives” campaign, 82% of landowners responding to a written survey say they landscape to feed
birds/butterflies.

Native Plants

Asimina triloba — Pawpaw (1) Helianthus angustifolius—Narrow-leafed Sunflower (4)
Chelone glabra - White Turtlehead (24) Echinacea purpurea — Purple Coneflower (12)
Kosteletzkya virginica - Seashore Mallow (36) Conoclinium coeleatinum — Mistflower (24)
Pycnanthemum tenuifolium - Narrow Leaved Mountain Mint (12) Baptisia australis— Wild Blue Indigo (4)
Vernonianoveboracensis - New York Ironweed (12) Aster novi-belgii - New York Aster (12)

Solidago rugosa — Wrinkleleaf Goldenrod (12) Aster novae-angliae — New England Aster 12)
Ruellia humilis — Wild Petunia (24) Asclepias tuberosa — Butterfly Weed (24)

Phlox divaricata — Woodland Phlox (24) Solidago sempervirens — Seaside Goldenrod (36)
Hibiscus moscheutos — Rose Mallow (4) Symphotrichum ericodes — White Heath Aster (12)
Lobelia siphilitica — Great Blue Lobelia (12) Silphium perfoliatum — Indian Cup Plant (4)

Lobelia cardinalis— Cardinal Flower (12) Verbena hastate — Blue Vervain (5)

Liatris spicata — Blazing Star (24) Monarda fistulosa - Bergamot(12)

Also added to demo site:
Mulch
Stone dust for pathway

Green — walking path

O - Willow Oak (nurse trees)
- Larger shrubs and forbs
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