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CELEBRATIONS AND MEMORIALS 

Gazebo at Twin Lake State Park 



EVENTS 

Strawberry Festival at  
Sky Meadows State Park 



Recycling station at Belle Isle SP 

Trash can and cigarette butt disposal 
at Claytor Lake SP 



ENCOURAGING BEHAVIORAL CHANGE 

Restrictions 

Education 

2015 Virginia State Parks 
attendance: 8,882,941 



RESTRICTIONS 

Banning release of helium balloons and sky lanterns 
 

 - OR -  
 

Banning helium balloons and sky lanterns altogether 
 
 
Challenge:  Informing park users about the restrictions 
 
Challenge:  Enforcement 



POSTING  
INFORMATION 

Kiosk at Douthat SP 



WELCOME TO POCAHONTAS STATE PARK. To make your visit 
safe and more pleasant, we ask that you observe the following:  
Take only pictures, leave only footprints. Park in designated areas 
only. Please note there is a parking fee charged year-round at all 
Virginia State Parks. Honor parking information is found at the 
park entrance.  
PRESERVE – Help preserve your park. Please don’t cut or mar any 
plants or trees. Collecting animal or plant life is allowed only for 
scientific purposes by permit from the Richmond headquarters. Don’t 
feed any wild animals. 
ALCOHOL - State law permits alcohol use only in private areas 
(inside your cabin or camping unit) or in areas designated on permits 
issued by the Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control. 
PETS - Pets are permitted in enclosed areas or on a leash no longer 
than 6 feet. Please clean up after your pet. Pets may not be left 
unattended at any time.  
DRONES AND OTHER AIRCRAFT - Drones, other unmanned 
aerial vehicles, including remote control aircraft, and aircraft in general 
may not be flown in state parks pursuant to 4VAC5-30-400. 
LITTER - Please help us keep the park clean by placing litter and 
recyclables in the proper receptacles and recycle centers or carrying out 
your trash.  
FIRE - Help prevent wildfires. Fires must be confined to grills, camp 
stoves or designated fire rings. Fires must be attended at all times and 
extinguished when left. Firewood is generally available for purchase at 
the park. Campers and guests may collect only down and dead 
firewood. We enforce all seasonal and emergency bans on open fires.  

TRAIL AND FACILITIES 
GUIDES 



Current text: 
 

“LITTER - Please help us keep the park clean by placing litter and recyclables 

in the proper receptacles and recycle centers or carrying out your trash.” 
 
Change to: 
 

“LITTER – Please help us keep the park clean by placing trash, recyclables, and 

cigarette butts in the proper receptacles and recycle centers or carrying out your trash.  

Please do not release helium balloons or sky lanterns, as they become litter when they 

land.” 

RESTRICTIONS THAT EDUCATE 





“Cigarette butts are trash too!  The filters in cigarette butts contain toxic 

chemicals which harm the environment.   Please do not release helium 

balloons and sky lanterns, as they become litter when they land that can 

suffocate or entangle wildlife.”   



FACILITIES 

Picnic shelter at Bear Creek Lake SP 

Cedar Crest Conference Center, Twin Lakes SP 



Caterers must provide a certificate of insurance 
and a valid health department permit. Park 
staff can provide a list of caterers. Caterers are 
charged a commercial user’s parking fee. It is 
recommended that the group contact the park 
to pay this fee.  
A rental Terms of Agreement form must be 
read and signed before the date of the event. 
Decorations are permitted but may not be 
attached to painted surfaces and may not 
damage the facility in any way. Renters are 
responsible for damages or any excess cleaning 
of the facility required after the event.  
Those renting the hall are exempt from 
parking fees so long as they identify themselves 
as such at the contact station.  
No linens provided. 
No smoking allowed inside Bear Creek Hall 

FACILITY RENTAL  
AGREEMENTS 

•Conference facilities 

•Meeting halls 

•Picnic shelters 

•Amphitheaters 

 
SPECIAL USE PERMITS 

•Events 

 



EDUCATION THAT RESTRICTS (improper behavior) 

Passive 

Active 

Getting the 
 Message Out 



PASSIVE EDUCATION Development of informational flyer 

 With assistance from 

o Clean Virginia Waterways 

o Virginia State Parks interpretive staff 

o Virginia State Parks marketing staff 

 Posted on www.virginiastateparks.gov (under “Things to Know”) 

 Available at all park offices, visitor centers, and nature centers 

 Handed out at interpretive events 

o Within Virginia State Parks 

o Outreach Outside of Virginia State Parks 

 Schools 

 Community Events 

 Non-profits 

Source:   
Clean Virginia Waterways 

http://www.virginiastateparks.gov/


ACTIVE EDUCATION 

Virginia State Parks  

Interpretive Programming 

 Woven throughout 

programming 

 Programs within Virginia 

State Parks 

 Outreach programs 

 Schools 

 Museums 

 Interpretive program at York River SP 



PROPS AND 
 
HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES 



STEWARDSHIP ACTIVITIES 



ACTIVE EDUCATION 

DCR  -  Office of Environmental Education 

 Adopt-a-Stream 

o 1,326 bags of litter collected in 2015! 

 Stewardship Virginia 

o Twice annually 

o Includes water quality programs 

 Your Backyard Classroom:  K-12 science and social studies lesson plans tailored 

for use in parks and natural areas 

o “Where Does It Come From?  Where Does It Go?”  Program specifically about 

litter 

 



Why do helium balloons rise?  Are helium balloons safe?  Where do helium 
balloons go?  Why do helium balloons deflate? When were helium balloons 

invented?  Where do helium balloons end up?  Are helium balloons recyclable?  I want to 
sell helium balloons.  Would a helium-filled balloon float on the moon?  Why do 
helium balloons float in air?  How helium balloons float.  Can a balloon jeopard-
ize a jet line?  Are helium balloons flam-
mable?  Why do helium balloons fall?  Where do helium balloons go in the 
sky?  Are helium balloons bad for the environment?  What can a helium balloon 
lift?  What to do with helium balloons?  What happens when you let a 
helium balloon go to the sky?  Helium Donald Duck effect.  When do 
helium balloons fall?  I want to buy a helium tank for balloons.  How heli-
um balloons are made.  Which helium balloons last the longer?  What will happen if a balloon is released on 
the moon?  I want to buy helium balloons.  What temperature do helium balloons 
deflate?  Who invented helium balloons?  When do helium balloons deflate?  Who 
can fill helium balloons?  Where buy helium balloons?  How heli-
um balloons work.  What happens when you put a helium filled balloon in 
the refrigerator? 

Questions? 
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