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Cigarette Butts: The Basics 
• Most littered item on the planet. 
• Cigarette filters are plastic.  
• Improperly discarded LIT Cigarette Butts start fires. 
• Leach toxins into the environment. 
• Ingestion of cigarette butts by wildlife can lead to sickness 

and even death. 
• Most people who litter cigarette butts would 

not normally litter anything else. 
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Keep America Beautiful:  
Cigarette Litter Prevention Program 

• Social marketing research  
• 14 years and 1,500 communities 
• Provides funding for receptacles, education, other tools 
• Proven campaign for reducing cigarette litter 
• www.kab.org/cigarette-litter-prevention 

CLPP includes four proven, field-tested solutions or strategies for 
reducing cigarette butt litter: 
 
• Encourage enforcement of litter laws, including cigarette litter; 
• Raise awareness about the issue using public service messages; 
• Place ash receptacles at transition points such as entrances to 

public buildings; and 
• Distribute pocket or portable ashtrays to adult smokers. 



Cigarette Litter Prevention Program 
A UNIQUE Pilot Cigarette Litter Prevention Project Begins 

• Almost 4,000 butts picked up in one 8 block cleanup at the 
Oceanfront 

• Work with Virginia Green Oceanfront hotels to reduce litter 
• Place receptacles on the boardwalk for visitors 
• Create signage to target visitors 
• Conduct multiple scans at multiple sites 
• Reduce the number of cigarette butts at the beach 



Cigarette Litter Prevention Program 
A Unique Pilot Cigarette Litter Prevention Project Begins 

1st Step: Develop Partnerships 
• Virginia Beach Hotel Association 
• Virginia Beach Resort Management Office 
• Virginia Green 
• Keep Virginia Beautiful 
• Glasdon, Inc. 
• Surfrider Foundation, Virginia Beach Chapter 
• Navy’s Fleet Readiness Center Mid-Atlantic Detachment Norfolk 
• Virginia Beach Convention and Visitor’s Bureau 
• Resort Advisory Commission’s G.R.E.E.N. Committee 



Beachy Clean 
A City-Wide Campaign is Born 

• Partners meet with Convention 
and Visitor’s Bureau 

• Ideas are shared 
• “Beachy Clean” is embraced 
• One week later… 



Cigarette Litter Prevention Program 
CLPP and Beachy Clean educational materials. 

• 12 hotels receive receptacles.  
• Posters and flyers are distributed to participating hotels. 
• Coasters are distributed to hotels with bar/restaurants. 
• Each hotel received 200 pocket ashtrays for distribution 

to guests. 
• 5000 pockets ashtrays are distributed throughout project 

period. 
 



Pilot Cigarette Litter Prevention Program 
Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotels Run with it!  
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Hotels with 
receptacles and pocket 
ashtrays 

VB Resort Hotel 

Wyndham 

Schooner 
Inn 

The Breakers 

Belvedere 

Hampton Inn North 
Comfort Suites 
Beachfront 
Ocean Sands Resort 
Econolodge 
Oceanfront 
Holiday Inn Oceanside 
Comfort Inn & Suites 
Oceanfront 
The Capes Hotel 

Hotels with pocket ashtrays only 

Boardwalk Inn 

Ocean Key Resort 

Atrium Resort 

Scan Area 

Chesapeake Bay 

Virginia Beach 
Atlantic Ocean 

CLPP 
Scan Areas and Participating Hotels 

• 12 hotels participate 
• 4 scan areas 
• 5 receptacles on the boardwalk 
• 3 hotels join late but still participate 



Virginian Pilot 

Pilot Cigarette Litter Prevention Program 
In the press 



• Boardwalk Receptacles 
• June + July = 4,000 butts 
• Beachy Clean stickers added on July 29th 

• August – Labor Day = 4,000 butts 

Pilot Cigarette Litter Prevention Program 
Beachy Clean stickers make the difference 



Pilot Cigarette Litter Prevention Program 
Cigarette litter scans 



Pilot Cigarette Litter Prevention Program 



Beachy Clean Gets Trashy 
Beachy Clean stickers are placed 
on all trash cans on the beach 
from 1st Street to 42nd Street. 



Beachy Clean and CLPP 2016 



Beachy Clean and CLPP 2016 

• Beach Trolley Ads 
• Rack Cards 
• Visitor’s Guides 
• Vacation Channel 
• Website links from city sites 
• More trash can stickers 
• Surfrider Foundation Blue-

Certified Business 
• Beach access kiosks 
• More partnerships 
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