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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Probably about 15 minute presentation and 5 minutes for questions



Interstate Partnership 
Partnership of 5 states: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working to enhance the 
vitality of the region's ocean 
ecosystem and economy 

 



Shared Regional Priorities 

• Protect important habitat and sensitive 
and unique offshore areas 

• Support the sustainable development 
of offshore renewable energy  

• Promote coastal water quality 
improvements 

• Prepare the region’s coastal 
communities for the impacts of  
climate change on ocean and  
coastal resources 

http://www.surfrider.org/oceancitymd/events/09/2009-0207_LutheranYouthsSweepBeach.jpg


Mid-A Ocean Action Plan 
• Regional ocean planning: 

to promote a healthy ocean 
ecosystem and sustainable 
human uses  

• The Mid-Atlantic Regional 
Planning Body (MidA RPB) 
Ocean Action Plan 
• Outlines 40+ actions for better 

collaboration among federal 
agencies, states and tribes 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All MARCO states are members of the Mid-Atlantic Regional Planning Body, along with federal agencies, tribes and the Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management Council.MARCO has been supporting ocean planning – specifically in developing a Mid-Atlantic Marine Debris Assessment

http://www.boem.gov/Mid-Atlantic-Regional-Planning-Body/
http://www.boem.gov/Mid-Atlantic-Regional-Planning-Body/


Assessment of Marine 
Debris in the Mid-Atlantic 
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Top 10 Debris Items Collected during the ICC, 2008-2015 
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Presentation Notes
The graph details the top ten debris items from 2008-2015. Notably the categories of bags, caps and lids, and food wrappers and containers are removed as individual categories from the ICC after 2012, and are replaced by plastic pieces and foam pieces categories in 2013. 



Assessment of Marine 
Debris in the Mid-Atlantic 
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Developing a Regional 
Response 

• OAP action: Builds on efforts of 
NOAA’s MDP, EPA’s Trash-free 
Waters Program, and other existing 
programs  
 

• Goal: Develop regionally appropriate 
and feasible marine debris reduction 
strategies  
 

• Address key issues such as: 
debris from storms, derelict fishing 
gear, plastic food containers, 
microplastics, plastic bottles and 
bags, balloons, and cigarette butts.  
 

 

 



Developing a Regional 
Response 

Possible Strategies:  
 

• Source reduction 
 

• Coordinated cleanups 
 

• Regionally applicable public 
outreach 
 

• Education 
 

• Social marketing campaigns 
aimed at behavior change.  

 



Steps to Develop a 
Regional Response 

 

• Step 1: Create inventory of 
projects and programs in the 
region - early 2017 

• Step 2: Identify gaps – early 
2017 

• Step 3: Host workshop to 
identify high priority topics for 
regional strategy - mid 2017 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Step 1: Create inventory of projects and programs in the region - early 2017Develop a template to collect data and produce an inventory of current and recent projects and programs Step 2: Identify gaps – early 2017Determine research, monitoring, regulatory, programmatic and marketing campaign gapsStep 3: Identify high priority topics for regional strategy development - mid 2017Workshop to decide which type of approach(es) to� marine debris reduction the region wishes to pursue



Steps to Develop 
Regional Response 

• Step 4: Create strategic partnerships to secure 
resources – Ongoing   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Step 4: Create strategic partnerships to secure resources – Ongoing Establish partnerships and collaboration opportunities for implementationCreate sub-committees for the high priority gaps



The Effort Begins 
Mid-Atlantic RPB Marine 
Debris Work Group 

• Inaugural meeting held 
October 4th, 2016 

• Brainstorming ideas 

• WG members: Virginia, 
Maryland, Delaware, New 
Jersey, New York, NOAA, 
EPA, and USDA 

 



Some Brainstormed Ideas 
• Target high priority source areas- large cities, 

beachgoers 

• Begin by advocating for a single strategy to prevent 
one high priority marine debris source 

• Cigarette butts or balloons if a single target strategy is 
pursued  
• Build on VA Beach work for cigarette butts 
• Build on social marketing campaign on balloons in VA  

• Build on the Global Ghost Gear Initiative.  
“Fishing for Litter” 

 



Thank you! 
MARCO 
www.MidAtlanticOcean.org 

Kaity Goldsmith 
kgoldsmith@midatlanticocean.org 

 

 

 

http://www.midatlanticocean.org/


https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/
2016/11/03/2016-26623/submittal-of-mid-
atlantic-regional-ocean-action-plan-for-
national-ocean-council-certification 
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