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Presentation Notes
Comments received on the draft plan are available to the public on http://www.boem.gov/Written-Public-Comments-Submitted-to the-MidA-RPB/. 



OAP Goal 1: Healthy Ocean    
                     Ecosystem Actions 
1. Identify & assess Ecologically 

Rich Areas (ERAs) 

2. Map shifts in species due to 
climate change 

3. Develop a Mid-A ocean 
acidification monitoring network 

4. Develop a regionally appropriate 
marine debris strategy 

5. Develop indicators of ocean 
health 

6. Incorporate traditional knowledge 
of ocean health in ocean planning 
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Presentation Notes
The plan has two goals: 1) promote a healthy ocean ecosystem and 2) foster sustainable human uses.  



Steps for HOE Action #1 
 

1. Define components of 
ecologically rich areas (e.g. high 
productivity, biodiversity, 
abundance, vulnerability, rarity) 
 

2. Define specific thresholds for 
inclusion 
 

3. Identify all ERAs based on 
current data 
 

4. Identify criteria for choosing and 
choose a pilot area 

 
. 
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Presentation Notes
Implementation of these steps begins after the National Ocean Council certifies the plan submitted on October 31, 2016. 



Steps for HOE Action #1 

5.  Characterize pilot area:  
         ecological functions 
         human uses 
         key authorities  
         management practices  
 

6.  Identify decision making processes 
     where report can be used 
 

7.  Compile/publish in-depth report 
 

8.  Evaluate process, adjust  
 

9.  Proceed with next area 
 

. 
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Presentation Notes
Implementation of these steps begins after the National Ocean Council certifies the plan submitted on October 31, 2016. 



Proposed Components for  
Characterizing ERAs 

1. Areas of high productivity 

2. Areas of high biodiversity 

3. Areas of high species 
abundance 

4. Areas of vulnerable 
marine resources 

5. Areas of rare marine 
resources 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Attached to the agenda is: 1) a description of the framework, 2) definition of  “components” and 3) what we mean by “criteria and/or thresholds.”Any questions on these definitions or thoughts on their adequacy/utility?  Any suggestions for changes?



Human Use Data Synthesis 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This synthesis is now up on the portal – you can also view particular themes separately – e.g. security, fishing, energy, etc.



Ecological Data Synthesis:  
Birds 
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Presentation Notes
All avian species: core abundance Area – Mid-Atlantic Scale



Ecological Data Synthesis: 
Fish 
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Presentation Notes
All fish species: core biomass area – Mid-Atlantic Scale



Ecological Data Synthesis: 
Marine Mammals 
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Presentation Notes
All cetaceans: core abundance area – Mid-Atlantic Scale



Ecological Data Synthesis: 
Corals – Modelled & Observed 



Ecological Data Synthesis: 
Marine Life Library 
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Presentation Notes
Marine Life Library
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