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Sec. 2.  Policy.  It shall be the policy of the United States to: 

(a)  coordinate the activities of executive departments and agencies regarding ocean-

related matters to ensure effective management and to provide economic, security, and 

environmental benefits for present and future generations; 

(b)  continue to promote the lawful use of the ocean by agencies; 

(c)  exercise rights and jurisdiction and perform duties in accordance with applicable law; 

(d)  facilitate the economic growth of coastal communities and promote ocean industries, 

advance ocean science and technology, feed the American people, transport American 

goods, expand recreational opportunities, and enhance America’s energy security; 



CTND. Sec. 2.  Policy.  It shall be the policy of the United States to: 

(e)  ensure that Federal regulations and management decisions do not prevent productive 

and sustainable use of ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes waters; 

(f)  modernize the acquisition, distribution, and use of the best available ocean-related 

science and knowledge, in partnership with marine industries; the ocean science and 

technology community; State, tribal, and local governments; and other ocean stakeholders; 

(g)  facilitate, as appropriate, coordination, consultation, and collaboration regarding ocean-

related matters, consistent with applicable law, among Federal, State, tribal, and local 

governments, marine industries, the ocean science and technology community, other ocean 

stakeholders, and foreign governments and international organizations. 

 



 Since 2009, MARCO has worked, as a Regional 
Ocean Partnership, across the five states of VA, 
MD, DE, NJ and NY to enhance the vitality of 
the region’s ocean ecosystem and economy 

 Over the past several years, MARCO States 
have championed major elements of regional 
ocean planning, including: (1) Coordination 
and collaboration at a Mid-Atlantic regional 
scale, (2) Effective engagement with all ocean 
stakeholders and (3) Public access to best 
available data and information.  

 MARCO is ready and willing to keep moving 
ahead as the Mid-Atlantic’s State-led Regional 
Ocean Partnership to coordinate and 
collaborate on issues of shared regional 
concern.   

 MARCO looks forward to engaging partners 
across diverse interests to advance shared 
regional issues of importance. 

 We look forward to hosting a forum to convene 
continued discussions of regional importance. 
 



Vision for a Mid-Atlantic Regional 

Ocean Forum 

 To engage the diverse interests in the region and enhance the vitality of the region’s 

ocean ecosystem and economy 

 Meet on periodic, as-needed basis to discuss emerging and ongoing issues requiring 

enhanced coordination and attention 

 The Forum will focus on issues of importance to MARCO, state, federal and tribal 

partners, the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council and other ocean 

stakeholders 

 The Forum will provide a venue for regional information sharing, coordination, and 

collaboration, and enhance the region’s ability to leverage existing efforts and 

information  

 The goal for each entity participating in the Forum is to identify and discuss existing 

and forthcoming challenges to the Mid-Atlantic’s ocean ecosystem and economy 

and opportunities to collaborate that are consistent with the entity’s mission and 

priorities 



MARCO looks forward to engaging partners across diverse 

interests to advance shared regional issues of importance to the 

states, including, but not limited to… 

 The reduction and prevention of marine debris  

 The continued development of a comprehensive ocean acidification monitoring 

network and research plan 

 Increased consideration of the importance of non-consumptive recreation 

 On-going dialogues on offshore renewable energy, coastal resilience and the 

beneficial reuse of sand resources 
 Continued operations, maintenance and updating of the Mid-Atlantic Ocean Data 

Portal 
 The collection and analysis of marine life and habitat data including shifts in ocean 

species distribution 

 The development of indicators to measure ocean health 



Marine Debris 

 
 But Katie Register has more… 



The Mid-Atlantic Coastal Acidification 
Network (MACAN) 

 MidACAN.org 

 info@MidACAN.org 



Non-Consumptive Recreation 



Offshore renewable energy, Coastal 
resilience and the Beneficial reuse of 
sand resources 
 



Mid-Atlantic Ocean Data Portal 

 
 But Chris Bruce has more… 



Shifts in Ocean Species 



Indicators for Ocean Health 

 

 

 

LIVING OCEAN OCEAN CONDITIONS HUMAN FOOTPRINT 

1.   Biodiversity, including 
functional diversity 

2.   Habitat diversity 

3.   Protected species 

4.   Deep sea corals 

5.   Shifts in species, habitats, 

community structure 

6.   Distribution/abundance 
of indicator species (e.g., 

economically- 

commercially and 

recreationally- valuable 

species, menhaden, 

seabird community, North 

Atlantic right whale) 
7. Productivity 

1.   Physical conditions 
a.   Sea surface and 

bottom temperature 

b.   Dissolved oxygen 

c.    Acidification 

d.   Sea level 

2.   Patterns and cycles 

a.   El Niño/La Niña 
b.   North Atlantic 

Oscillation 

3.   Water quality 

a.   Nutrients and 

estuarine plumes 

b.   Regional beach and 

shellfish closures 
c.   Harmful algal blooms 

d.    EPA Coastal Water 

Quality Index, 

adapted to ocean 

data 

1.   Marine debris 
2.   Water quality 

a.   Coastal discharges 

b.   Contaminants 

3.   Sound 

4.   Ocean uses and 

socioeconomics 

a.   Fixed structures 
b.   Socioeconomics 

c.  Vessel traffic (e.g., 

size, quantity, and 

number of trips) 

Options for 
indicator 

development, 
monitoring, 

assessment, and 
reporting for the 

Mid-Atlantic 
regional ocean 

ecosystem 



Thank you!  

Contact: kgoldsmith@midatlanticocean.org 

 

MidAtlanicOcean.org 
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