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What is Ecotourism?   

 Fastest growing tourism sector around the world, growing at 20-25% 
annually (Ceballos-Lascurain, 2012). 

 Responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment, 
sustains the well-being of the local people, and involves 
interpretation and education. (TIES, 2015) 



Tourism Stats 
Region County Employment Expenditures 

Local Tax 
Receipts Payroll State Tax Receipts 

ESVA Accomack    2,257   $   207,052,168   $     6,252,620   $     45,019,355   $     9,806,154  

ESVA Northampton        806   $     78,481,377   $     1,505,749   $     15,502,432   $     3,763,251  

MP Essex        359   $     31,863,107   $         932,293   $       7,110,471   $     1,448,869  

MP Gloucester        483   $     48,670,751   $     1,421,755   $       9,610,193   $     2,326,987  

MP Mathews        441   $     34,633,617   $         101,950   $       8,537,438   $     1,645,123  

MP King & Queen            44   $        3,908,038   $         115,147   $           846,354   $         193,423  

MP King William            92   $        9,605,314   $         232,529   $       2,276,100   $         352,694  

MP Middlesex      1,140   $     94,494,567   $     2,781,798   $     22,331,420   $     4,375,855  

NN Lancaster         794   $     92,424,104   $     2,513,701   $     16,414,093   $     4,100,466  

NN Richmond          365   $     31,915,069   $         729,876   $     12,147,556   $     1,065,302  

NN Northumberland          639   $     64,552,800   $     1,871,052   $     13,224,731   $     2,842,890  

NN Westmoreland          745   $     62,415,726   $     1,838,177   $     14,768,175   $     2,903,889  

TOTALS      8,165   $   760,016,638   $   20,296,647   $   167,788,318   $   34,824,903  

2017 VTC data 

Over $20M  
in taxes flowed 
into local 
towns/counties 
from tourism! 
 

Over $760M  
in visitor 
spending, over 
$2M avg/day! 
 

Over $34M 
contributed to 
the State via 
taxes. 



Working Together… 
…To Connect Locals and Visitors to  
World-class Ecotourism Destinations 

Rural Coastal 

Virginia Alliance 
 

We exist to present unique 
ecotourism activities and 
destinations for locals and visitors 
to easily enjoy. The three alliance 
partners embrace sustainable, 
vibrant, healthy ecosystems and a 
resilient, diversified, nature-based 
economy. 



Similar Assets 

 -Oyster/crab/seafood experiential visits 

 -Fishing, birding, paddling, nature trails, history 

 -Wineries and breweries 

 -Artisan crafts 

 -Agriculture-based 
 tourism 

 





www.VirginiaOysterTrail.org 
 



www.VirginiaWaterTrails.org 

http://consociate.marketing/temp/vawatertrails/mockups/


DCR 



Value of our 
protected 
coastal 
ecosystems for 
ecotourism 
opportunities. 
 

VEVA 





Ecotour Guide Course 
to be offered again 
(online) January – 
March of 2019 





Website will include the following by 
January 1, 2019 – ahead of schedule! 
• Home/splash page 
• Page for the A-NPDC 

page for the NNPDC 
• Page for the MPPDC 
• Page for safety, resources, etc. 
• Page for ‘about us’ (RCVA) 
• Page for the Ecotour Guide Certification 
• Contact page 
• Build out of a blog platform/archive 

page for future use 
 



Questions? 



THANK YOU! 

Shannon Alexander, A-NPDC 

salexander@a-npdc.org  
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