Promoting ecotourism in rural Virginia:

CONNECTING LAND & WATER TRAILS
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What is Ecotourism?

Fastest growing tourism sector around the world, growing at 20-259
annually (Ceballos-Lascurain, 2012).

Responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the enwronment

sustains the well-being of the local people, and involves \
|nterpretat|on and education. (TIES 2015)
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Tourism Stats
N

Over S20M

ESVA Accomack 2,257 $ 207,052,168 $ 6,252,620 $ 45,019,355 $ 9,806,154
in taxes flowed
ESVA  Northampton 806 $ 78481377 $ 1505749 $ 15,502,432 $ 3,763,251 .
into local
MP Essex 359 $ 31,863,107 $ 932293 $  7,110471 $ 1,448,869 .
o ' — o towns/counties
MP Gloucester 483 S 48,670,751 $ 1,421,755 S 9,610,193 S 2,326,987 from tourism!
MP Mathews 441 $ 34633617 $ 101,950 $ 8,537,438 $ 1,645,123
MP  King & Queen 44 $ 3908038 $ 115147 $ 846,354 $ 193,423 O\Ier $760M
ik King William 92 $ 9605314 $ 232529 $ 2,276,100 $ 352,694 In visitor
nding, over
MP Middlesex 1,140 S 94,494567 S 2,781,798 S 22,331,420 $ 4375855 Spe d g, ove
$2M avg/day!
NN Lancaster 794 S 92,424,104 S 2,513,701 S 16,414,093 $ 4,100,466
NN Richmond 365 $ 31,915069 $ 729,876 $ 12,147,556 $ 1,065,302 Over $3 4’ 1
NN  Northumberland 639 $ 64,552,800 $ 1,871,052 $ 13,224,731 $ 2,842,890 .
contributed to
NN  Westmoreland 745 S 62415726 S 1,838,177 $ 14,768,175 $ 2,903,889 the State via

TOTALS 8,165 $ 760,016,638 S 20,296,647 $ 167,788,318 $ 34,824,903 taxes. ¥ TN




Working Together...

... 10 Connect Locals and Visitors to
World-class Ecotourism Destinations

Rural Coastal
Virginia Alliance

. : We exist to present unique

G sl Chesapests § ecotourism activities and

) | Jeeonlt §Q destinations for locals and visitors
Wb to easily enjoy. The three alliance

partners embrace sustainable,

vibrant, healthy ecosystemsand a

resilient, diversified, nature-based

economy.
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Similar Assets

-Oyster/crab/seafood experiential visits

-Fishing, birding, paddling, nature trails, history
-Wineries and breweries
-Artisan crafts

-Agriculture-based
tourism



Coastal living in rural Virginia
brings the nostalgic sites, sounds,
and smells of our water-based
heritage and economy right to
your backyard. When you hear
the early sounds of fishing boats
or catch the scent of crab pots, SN

bait, or oyster cages, be reminded gm_ﬁfﬁé
that you are part of a community %zﬂﬂé\”
carrying on their unique history
and culture.
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Watermen have worked the waters ivf

of rural coastal Virginia for hundreds

of years, bringing the bounty of the VIRGINIA
Chesapeake Bay and the Atlantic 552'7"
to your table and nationwide. :

1o leam more, see the 2016 Virginia Working Waterfront Master Plan,

Beautiful views and endless recreational activities
abound in rural coastal Virginia, but what is it like
to live along the water or near an active working
waterfront area? Find out by talking with watermen
in your area. Visit the Watermen’s Museum in
Yorktown, the Eastern Shore Watermen’s Museum

and Research Center in Onancock, or
take a full-immersion
Watermen Heritage

Tour at multiple

locations throughout
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www.VirginiaWaterTrails.org



http://consociate.marketing/temp/vawatertrails/mockups/

RCVA Managed Conservation Lands
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Value of our
protected
coastal
ecosystems for
ecotourism

opportunities.




CERTIFIED ECOTOUR GUIDES
OF COASTAL VIRGINIA

)

VIRGINIA
IS FOR
OUTDOOR



Ecotour Guide Course
to be offered again
(online) January —
March of 2019

CERTIFICATION WHEN SEEKING

" VIRGINIA IS FOR

connect guests
to the natural ,
resources of our &8

W coastal region
8 and instill the
| importance of _}
their protection.

LOOK FOR THIS GUIDE

'OUTDOOR EXPERIENCES IN 4 ki x&
; y and p annmg -so
COASTAL VIRGINIA! ure to have a s;afe qnd Q‘

e JPn_hK1C
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- The Virginia CZM Program has helped develop
S and fund several Ecotour Guide certification
courses since 1992, with curriculum input
from the Department of Conservationand
Recreation’s Division of Natural Heritage and
the Virginia Institute of Marine Science. The
‘program continues to grow in collaboration
- " with the Virginia Tourism Corporation, focal

& . coafﬁl planners, community colleges, S}ate
T . Parkinterpreters, and private stakeholdeﬁmm
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rn Neck Middle Peninsula Trail Tips Trail News About Us ¥

#RuralCoastalVA #RCVA

bocals andvisitors te e
w@&/—c@f ecoto/dsm /efétmw i

Eastern North Middle
Neck Peninsula

.

Connecting locals and visitors to world-class ecotourism destinations across rural
coastal Virginia on the Eastern Shore, Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula.

News from the Trails

Want to Become an Ecotour Guide in Rural
Coastal Virginia in 20197
Want to tum your passion for paddiing into a paycheck? The 2019 Virginia Certifled

Ecotour Guide Course is now open for applications. The eight-week course will be
offered “live” online_

READ MORE
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Website will include the following by
January 1, 2019 — ahead of schedule!
* Home/splash page
* Page for the A-NPDC
page for the NNPDC
* Page for the MPPDC
* Page for safety, resources, etc.
* Page for ‘about us’ (RCVA)
* Page for the Ecotour Guide Certification
* Contact page
* Build out of a blog platform/archive
page for future use




Questions?




THANK YOU!

Shannon Alexander, A-NPDC

salexander@a-npdc.org
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