
COASTAL VA RESILIENCE
.

COMMUNITY RATING SYSTEM RESEARCH
RESILIENCE RESEARCH & OUTREACH

Mary-Carson Stiff, CFM, JD
Director of Policy, Wetlands Watch

Chair, Coastal Virginia CRS Workgroup

Virginia Coastal Partners Workshop

November 15, 2018



VA COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM: PROJECTS

CZM$Grant$Supported$Projects
• FY17$! Briefing$Documents

1. Resilience$data$needs$assessment
2. Grant$funding/financing$resilience$opportunities
3. CRS$recommendations$to$support$coastal$

communities
4. VA$regional$CRS$Coordinator(s)$analysis

• FY18$! CRS$Program$+$Resilience$

1. Local$government$CRS$evaluation$trainings
2. Designing$natural$resilience$project$proposal$

database



RESILIENCE DATA NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Examples)of)Data)Needs)Reported
• Structural(data(needs

• First(floor(elevation(data

• Access(to(information(needs
• Guidance(for(how(to(pull(together(analysis(of(all(the(data(and(how(it(can(

interact(

• Social(vulnerability(data(needs
• Need(info(on(how(the(social(network(can(help(individuals(prepare(for(disasters(

• Shoreline(restoration(data(needs
• More(data(and(best(practices(on(daylighting(creeks(

• Groundwater(&(soil(data(needs
• Data(on(salinization(of(wells

• Stormwater management/water(quality(data(needs
• Research(to(determine(whether(design(storms(are(still(accurate(



RESILIENCE GRANT FUNDING/FINANCING RESILIENCE OPPORTUNITIES



CRS RECOMMENDATIONS TO SUPPORT COASTAL COMMUNITIES



VA REGIONAL CRS COORDINATOR ANALYSIS

Feasibility*of*Regional*CRS*Coordination*in*Virginia

Multi7Jurisdictional*&*Cost7Sharing

(1)*Outline*feedback*received*by*Wetlands*Watch*on*how*cost7share*position*

providing*CRS*support*across*multiple*jurisdictions*could*operate*in*VA*

(2)*Summarize*the*discussion*from*an*all7day*meeting,*CRS*Finance*Strategies*

Workshop,*convened*by*Virginia*Sea*Grant,*where*a*panel*of*experts*offered*

recommendations*for*financing*CRS*technical*assistance*in*Virginia

(3)*Distribute*a*graduate*student*report*that*examines*how*localities*

implement*the*CRS*program*across*the*country,*focusing*on*financing*and*

technical*assistance*– The*CRS*&*Virginia:*Learning*from*CRS*Programs*

Around*the*USA,*authored*by*Masters*Students*of*Public*Policy*at*the*

College*of*William*&*Mary*and*prepared*for*VA*Sea*Grant*&*Wetlands*Watch



UPCOMING CZM PROJECT: CRS EVALUATION TRAININGS

12#local#government#trainings,#working#through#
VA’s#Coastal#Zone’s#regional#planning#commissions

Process
• Letter%of%interest%submitted%to%member%planning%commission%by%Dec%3rd%

• Selection%made%by%Dec%17th !Workshops%begin%January/February

Trainings
• Creation%of%interdepartmental%“CRS%Team”
• Overview%of%the%CRS,%reporting%requirements,%discussion%of%time%commitment,%staff%

burden%&%other%costs,%and%a%discussion%of%the%benefits%
• Walk%through%community%programs%to%determine%what%earns%CRS%credit,%effectively%

completing%first%step%documentation%to%join%CRS%Program
• Outcome:%(1)%an%excel%spreadsheet%indicating%which%CRS%activities%the%community%

could%earn%credit%and%(2)%a%training%summary%document%that%includes%an%estimated%
CRS%class%&%corresponding%savings%for%the%community%(with%a%big%disclaimer)



UPCOMING CZM PROJECT: NATURAL RESILIENCE DATABASE

Designing'a'Natural'Resilience'Project'Database'for'VA

• Gather'stakeholder'input'on'design'and'maintenance'of'a'
database

• Develop'straw'man'database'design'and'maintenance'plan'
based'off'input

• Resilience'database'workshop'for'feedback'&'discussion

• Revise'draft'database'based'on'workshop

Wetlands)Watch)staff)lead:)Ross)Weaver



QUESTIONS?

Mary-Carson Stiff
Director of Policy, Wetlands Watch
Chair, Coastal VA CRS Workgroup

mc.stiff@wetlandswatch.org


