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Who We Are

The Enforcement Team with the Partnering & Environmental Conservation
Branch, Watershed Protection Division:

e Lillian Power

* Orpheus Williams

e Zachary Rybarczyk

e John Maleri
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Environmental Impacts of Single-Use Plastics

e Single-use plastics and other types of trash are blown by wind or washed by stormwater
into local waterways, where they can remain for hundreds to thousands of years.

2008 trash study of the
Anacostia River

* Microplastics as a danger to
human health and wildlife

 Non-recyclable or
compostable items

e Citywide goal of 80% waste
diversion by 2032

e <

Photo taken by Matt Robinson, 2014
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The Anacostia Clean Up & Protection Act (“Bag

Effective January 1, 2010, all District retailers
that sell food or alcohol must charge $S0.05
for each paper or plastic disposable bag
provided to customers at point of sale.
e Businesses responsible for

remitting portion of fees charged

to Anacostia Clean Up and

Protection Fund (“Bag Fund”)

Bag fund can only be used for
projects protecting and improving
District waterways

Approximately $2,000,000
collected per year
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The Anacostia Clean Up & Protection Act (“Bag

Law”
Effective January 1, 2010, all District retailers
that sell food or alcohol must charge $0.05
Bag Law Compliance Rates Over Time for each paper or plastic disposable bag
FISCAL YEAR OVERALL COMPLIANCE provided to customers at point of sale.
FY11 41% . : .
Y12* 17% Minimum of 550 inspections per
FY13 54% year:
FY14 63% e Random inspections assigned
FY15 66% by ANC
FY16 70% : L :
Y17 6% Tips solicited from the public
FY18 73% via 311, DOEE website
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The Anacostia Clean Up & Protection Act (“Bag

’)

Law

Since the law has been in effect, the Anacostia Clean Up and Protection
Fund has generated over $19 million in revenue, supporting projects
specifically designed to improve and protect the health of the District’s

waterways. Outcomes include:

e QOver 2900 feet of Ward 7
streams have been restored

* Over 70,000 pounds of trash and
debris have been removed as a
result of the installation of 7
trash traps

 More than 7500 people
experienced the Anacostia River
through guided boat tours

Planted over 3000 trees and installed
over 2300 rain barrels through
RiverSmart Homes

Fully funded overnight MWEEs for over
9700 5t graders

Over 100,000 reusable bags purchased
and distributed to District nonprofits,
businesses, and residents
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The Anacostia Clean Up & Protection Act (“Bag
Law” Evidence of Progress

- Bag Law implemented
in 2010

Plastic Bags Per
Volunteer

0 ] ] ] | | ] ] ] | ]
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Number of plastic retail bags seen per volunteer at trash cleanups in DC since
before and after passage of the Bag Law — Data courtesy of Alice Ferguson
Foundation, 2017
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The District’s Food Service Ware Requirements

The Sustainable DC Omnibus Amendment Act of
2014 regulates the type of food service ware
District businesses and organizations selling or
serving food or beverages can provide consumers:

e Effective January 1, 2016: Expanded
polystyrene (foam) food containers
banned

e January 1, 2017: Only recyclable or
compostable food service ware

products can be used
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The District’s Food Service Ware Requirements

Foam Ban Compliance Rates

FISCAL YEAR OVERALL COMPLIANCE

FY16* 77.50%
FY17 88.03%
FY18 91.72%

Rec/Comp Compliance Rates

FY18

96.73%

The Sustainable DC Omnibus Amendment Act of
2014 regulates the type of food service ware
District businesses and organizations selling or
serving food or beverages can provide consumers:

e  Minimum of 300 businesses and
regulated entities inspected every year
e Random inspections
e 311 and DOEE website tips
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The District’s Food Service Ware Requirements:
Evidence of Progress

Trash Characterization by Volume

D implemented EPS ba
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EPS ban on &

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn L E R E
ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ
2 0 0 0 0 O 0 00 0000 0000000000060 (=1 o 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 O 0000000000 000000 O0 0OO0C0O0C 00000 000 0O
L BB I T T B B I I I o I R I B I R S I B T B I R I I B I I T I B I T R T I I T B T R I
L e =g 3 a ¢ g E8 £ >€E3 n-—éu:n -S:—,suug-d:.a--—.. ,snmgr:-‘-‘-—tc—,snﬂgg:n-
- - L] - 3 [ -
§ 825038 k5355252858883 3335358885333 353Fx8385238353353¢8 5% 3

Month or date of data collection
Data and Graph by the Anacostia Watershed Society
Funded by District Department of Energy and Environment

Bandalong trap was
instalied in iate March
2018

Beginning to see a declining trend in volume of foam captures by the Nash
Run Trash Trap (Anacostia Watershed Society, 2019).

* Kk *

@DOEE_DC mmmm




Recyclable and Compostable Food Service Ware Requirements and
the Single-Use Plastic Straw and Stirrer Ban

The Sustainable DC Omnibus Amendment Act of 2014 states:

e “Bylanuary 1, 2016, no food service entity shall sell or provide food in
expanded polystyrene food service products, regardless of where the food
will be consumed

 Bylanuary 1, 2017, no food service entity shall sell or provide food or
beverages... in disposable food service ware unless the disposable food
service ware is compostable or recyclable”

DOEE defined recyclable and compostable food service ware according to the
Mayor’s List of Recyclables and Compostables. When first published in 2016,
an exemption was included for plastic straws. The exemption was removed
in the updated list, published October 2018.

* * X

@DOEE_DC mmmm




Recyclable and Compostable Food Service Ware Requirements and
the Single-Use Plastic Straw and Stirrer Ban

The Sustainable DC Omnibus Amendment Act of 2014 states:

e “Bylanuary 1, 2016, no food service entity shall sell or provide food in
expanded polystyrene food service products, regardless of where the food
will be consumed

 Bylanuary 1, 2017, no food service entity shall sell or provide food or

beverages... in disposable food service ware unless the disposable food
service ware is compostable or recyclable”
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Why target plastic straws next?

» Opportunity to harness public attention to help meet environmental goals
 Common pollutant found on beaches and in communities

» Low-hanging fruit for behavior change

« Market of compostable items quickly evolving

= EYouTube Search a

Top 10 Items Collected

N

/ Cigarette Butts

>l o) 000/806

Sea Turtle with Straw up its Nostril - "NO" TO PLASTIC STRAWS
35,829,629 views

coa
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== 2018 REPORT ==
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The District’s Ban on Single-Use Plastic Straws
and Stirrers

What can regulated entities provide?

* Any material considered compostable by the Mayor’s List
of Recyclables and Compostables or,
* Reusable straws
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The District’s Ban on Single-Use Plastic Straws
and Stirrers

What can regulated entities provide?

* Any material considered compostable by the Mayor’s List
of Recyclables and Compostables or,
* Reusable straws

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act and the
DC Human Rights Act, some customers may request
single-use plastic straws to consume food and beverages.
Regulated entities must keep a stock of plastic straws
available to meet these needs and remain complaint.
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The District’s Ban on Single-Use Plastic Straws
and Stirrers

How’s It going so far?

* Inspections began January 2019
* Fines begin July 1, 2019

* Over 140 inspections completed Inspection Month % Compliance
so far
e Everyinspection ends with January 41.5

conversation with business
owner, manager, or
employee

March 47

May 57.5
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The District’s Ban on Single-Use Plastic Straws
and Stirrers

How’s It going so far?

* Inspections began January 2019

* Fines begl.n JUIy ]:’ 2019 (.).nn I[I;sutl'()l with the enforcer of D.C.’s
e Over 140 inspections completed plastic-straw ban

so far

* * X

@DOEE_DC mmmm




Keys Components of Successful Program
Implementation

* Targeted outreach and education campaigns
e Collaboration and partnerships within regulated
community :
e Door-to-door outreach

\akoma Park
AKOMA 5

£
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Keys Components of Successful Program
Implementation

Enforcement
Begins l

STRAWS AND STIRRERS dory
NEW REQUIREMENTS

* Targeted outreach and education campaigns T Tre———

requires the use of com) ble nnd,’nr ret ars \whnn c»rvmg cnd
selling food or hwamg:u in lhc» istrict

. COI Ia bo ration a nd pa rtnerships Within COMPLIANT PRODUCTS FOR USE IN THE DISTRICT INCLUDE BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO:

- PAPER- BAMBOO - HAY - STAINLESS STEEL - GLASS - PLA (BPI-CERTIFIED)

regulated community Ry S Ly L el o ey K
9

the DC Human Rights Act, some cust may plastic straws

to consume food and hmrugﬂs Re: uluhr.l entities must keep a stock of plastic

o Door_to_door Outreach straws available to meet these needs and remain compliant.
* Direct guidance and clear timelines e S
e What are the requirements?

e When do they become effective? | /

|LOOSE'AND: INDIY IDUALLY,WRAPPED]
SINGLE-USEPLASIC-STRAW STAND'STIRRERS!

Banning plastic straws and stirrers will help reduce plastic
Why IS this |waste s litter that pollutes District communities and
waterways. Plastic straws and stirrers are easily blown and

washed into local waterways, where they can remain for
happenlng hundreds of years before breaking down.

GET AHEAD OF THE GAME & TAKE THE PLEDGE

As major distributors of plastic straws, the food service industry canconlrlbule to the
District's effort to reduce plastic waste. Join the growing community of businesses and
organizations taking action with the OUR LAST STRAW Coalition. Unite in the effort to
reduce plastic waste in the District and pledge to #StopSucking at ourlaststraw.org.

For more information on compliant products and
District food service ware requirements, visit
doee.de govffoodsenicewars
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DCMURIEL BOWSER, MAYOR
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Keys Components of Successful Program
Implementation

* Targeted outreach and education campaigns
e Collaboration and partnerships within
regulated community
e Door-to-door outreach
e Direct guidance and clear timelines
e What are the requirements?
e When do they become effective?
e Authority and plan for enforcement

WATCH FULL EPISODE

THE DAILY SHOW WITH TREVOR NOAH

A STRAW COP ENFORCES WASHINGTON D.C.'S

Pl ASTIC STRAW RAN
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Questions?

—
* x ok Enforcement
ZERO Begins '

WASTE | STRAWS AND STIRRERS Janury
NEW REQUIREMENTS

DC

L. I I i I
Effective October 29, 2018, the Mayor's List of R

Environmental Protection Specialist
Watershed Protection Division Fitid w asnws e s

- PAPER - BAMBOO - HAY - STAINLESS STEEL - GLASS - PLA (BPI-CERTIFIED)

o1l
LI I I I a n . p OWe r @ d C . gov To reduce waste and cut costs, the District advocates for businesses to only offer compliant

straws by request. DOEE recognizes some customers with disabilities require plastic straws as a
reasonable accommodation to consume food or beverages.

( 2 0 2 ) 6 7 1 _OO 80 Regulated entities must keep a limited stock of plastic straws available

to meet these needs and remain compliant with lecal and federal disability rights laws.

HOW TO GET & STAY IN COMPLIANCE

Bag Law information:
https://doee.dc.gov/bags

(COOSE AND'INDIVIDUALLYWRAPPED]

Food service ware information:

https://doee.dc.gov/foodserviceware Why is this "m

h , washed into local waterways, where they can remain for
appening?

hundreds of years before breaking down.

GET AHEAD OF THE GAME & TAKE THE PLEDGE

Zero Waste DC

As major distributors of plastic straws, the food service industry can contribute to the District's
effort to reduce plastic waste. Join the growing community of businesses and organizations taking
action with the OUR LAST STRAW Coalition. Unite in the effort to reduce plastic waste in the

htt ps ://Ze rowa Ste . d C. gOV/ District and pledge to #StopSucking at ourlaststraw.org.

Eor more information on compliant products and
District food service ware requirements, visit:
doee.dc gov/foodservicaware
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mailto:Lillian.power@dc.gov
https://doee.dc.gov/bags
https://doee.dc.gov/foodserviceware
https://zerowaste.dc.gov/
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