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Who We Are 

@DOEE_DC 

The Enforcement Team with the Partnering & Environmental Conservation 
Branch, Watershed Protection Division: 
• Lillian Power 
• Orpheus Williams 
• Zachary Rybarczyk 
• John Maleri 



Environmental Impacts of Single-Use Plastics 

• 2008 trash study of the 
Anacostia River 

• Microplastics as a danger to 
human health and wildlife 

• Non-recyclable or 
compostable items 

• Citywide goal of 80% waste 
diversion by 2032 

• Single-use plastics and other types of trash are blown by wind or washed by stormwater 
into local waterways, where they can remain for hundreds to thousands of years. 

@DOEE_DC 

Photo taken by Matt Robinson, 2014 



The Anacostia Clean Up & Protection Act (“Bag 
Law” 

@DOEE_DC 

• Businesses responsible for 
remitting portion of fees charged 
to Anacostia Clean Up and 
Protection Fund (“Bag Fund”) 

• Bag fund can only be used for 
projects protecting and improving 
District waterways 

• Approximately $2,000,000 
collected per year 

Effective January 1, 2010, all District retailers 
that sell food or alcohol must charge $0.05 
for each paper or plastic disposable bag 
provided to customers at point of sale.  



The Anacostia Clean Up & Protection Act (“Bag 
Law” 

@DOEE_DC 

• Minimum of 550 inspections per 
year: 
• Random inspections assigned 

by ANC 
• Tips solicited from the public 

via 311, DOEE website 
 

Effective January 1, 2010, all District retailers 
that sell food or alcohol must charge $0.05 
for each paper or plastic disposable bag 
provided to customers at point of sale.  FISCAL YEAR OVERALL COMPLIANCE

FY11 41%
FY12* 47%
FY13 54%
FY14 63%
FY15 66%
FY16 70%
FY17 76%
FY18 73%

Bag Law Compliance Rates Over Time 



The Anacostia Clean Up & Protection Act (“Bag 
Law” 

@DOEE_DC 

• Planted over 3000 trees and installed 
over 2300 rain barrels through 
RiverSmart Homes 

• Fully funded overnight MWEEs for over 
9700 5th graders 

• Over 100,000 reusable bags purchased 
and distributed to District nonprofits, 
businesses, and residents 

Effective January 1, 2010, all District retailers 
that sell food or alcohol must charge $0.05 
for each paper or plastic disposable bag 
provided to customers at point of sale.  

Since the law has been in effect, the Anacostia Clean Up and Protection 
Fund has generated over $19 million in revenue, supporting projects 
specifically designed to improve and protect the health of the District’s 
waterways. Outcomes include: 

• Over 2900 feet of Ward 7 
streams have been restored 

• Over 70,000 pounds of trash and 
debris have been removed as a 
result of the installation of 7 
trash traps 

• More than 7500 people 
experienced the Anacostia River 
through guided boat tours 



@DOEE_DC 

Number of plastic retail bags seen per volunteer at trash cleanups in DC since 
before and after passage of the Bag Law – Data courtesy of Alice Ferguson 
Foundation, 2017 

The Anacostia Clean Up & Protection Act (“Bag 
Law” Evidence of Progress 



The District’s Food Service Ware Requirements 

@DOEE_DC 

• Effective January 1, 2016: Expanded 
polystyrene (foam) food containers 
banned 

• January 1, 2017: Only recyclable or 
compostable food service ware 
products can be used  
 

The Sustainable DC Omnibus Amendment Act of 
2014 regulates the type of food service ware 
District businesses and organizations selling or 
serving food or beverages can provide consumers: 



The District’s Food Service Ware Requirements 

@DOEE_DC 

• Minimum of 300 businesses and 
regulated entities inspected every year 
• Random inspections 
• 311 and DOEE website tips  

The Sustainable DC Omnibus Amendment Act of 
2014 regulates the type of food service ware 
District businesses and organizations selling or 
serving food or beverages can provide consumers: FISCAL YEAR OVERALL COMPLIANCE

FY16* 77.50%
FY17 88.03%
FY18 91.72%

FY18 96.73%

Foam Ban Compliance Rates 

Rec/Comp Compliance Rates 



@DOEE_DC 

 
Beginning to see a declining trend in volume of foam captures by the Nash 
Run Trash Trap (Anacostia Watershed Society, 2019). 

The District’s Food Service Ware Requirements: 
Evidence of Progress 



Recyclable and Compostable Food Service Ware Requirements and 
the Single-Use Plastic Straw and Stirrer Ban 

@DOEE_DC 

The Sustainable DC Omnibus Amendment Act of 2014 states: 
• “By January 1, 2016, no food service entity shall sell or provide food in 

expanded polystyrene food service products, regardless of where the food 
will be consumed 

• By January 1, 2017, no food service entity shall sell or provide food or 
beverages… in disposable food service ware unless the disposable food 
service ware is compostable or recyclable” 

DOEE defined recyclable and compostable food service ware according to the 
Mayor’s List of Recyclables and Compostables. When first published in 2016, 
an exemption was included for plastic straws. The exemption was removed 
in the updated list, published October 2018.  



Recyclable and Compostable Food Service Ware Requirements and 
the Single-Use Plastic Straw and Stirrer Ban 

@DOEE_DC 

The Sustainable DC Omnibus Amendment Act of 2014 states: 
• “By January 1, 2016, no food service entity shall sell or provide food in 

expanded polystyrene food service products, regardless of where the food 
will be consumed 

• By January 1, 2017, no food service entity shall sell or provide food or 
beverages… in disposable food service ware unless the disposable food 
service ware is compostable or recyclable” 



Why target plastic straws next? 

@DOEE_DC 

 
• Opportunity to harness public attention to help meet environmental goals 
• Common pollutant found on beaches and in communities 
• Low-hanging fruit for behavior change 
• Market of compostable items quickly evolving 

 
 



The District’s Ban on Single-Use Plastic Straws 
and Stirrers 

@DOEE_DC 

What can regulated entities provide? 
• Any material considered compostable by the Mayor’s List 

of Recyclables and Compostables or, 
• Reusable straws 
 



The District’s Ban on Single-Use Plastic Straws 
and Stirrers 

@DOEE_DC 

What can regulated entities provide? 
• Any material considered compostable by the Mayor’s List 

of Recyclables and Compostables or, 
• Reusable straws 
 

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act and the 
DC Human Rights Act, some customers may request 
single-use plastic straws to consume food and beverages. 
Regulated entities must keep a stock of plastic straws 
available to meet these needs and remain complaint.  



The District’s Ban on Single-Use Plastic Straws 
and Stirrers 

@DOEE_DC 

How’s it going so far? 

• Inspections began January 2019 
• Fines begin July 1, 2019 
• Over 140 inspections completed 

so far 
• Every inspection ends with 

conversation with business 
owner, manager, or 
employee 

Inspection Month % Compliance 

January 41.5 

March 47 

May 57.5 



The District’s Ban on Single-Use Plastic Straws 
and Stirrers 

@DOEE_DC 

How’s it going so far? 

• Inspections began January 2019 
• Fines begin July 1, 2019 
• Over 140 inspections completed 

so far 



Keys Components of Successful Program 
Implementation 

@DOEE_DC 

• Targeted outreach and education campaigns 
• Collaboration and partnerships within regulated 

community 
• Door-to-door outreach 



Keys Components of Successful Program 
Implementation 

@DOEE_DC 

• Targeted outreach and education campaigns 
• Collaboration and partnerships within 

regulated community 
• Door-to-door outreach 

• Direct guidance and clear timelines 
• What are the requirements? 
• When do they become effective? 

 



Keys Components of Successful Program 
Implementation 

@DOEE_DC 

• Targeted outreach and education campaigns 
• Collaboration and partnerships within 

regulated community 
• Door-to-door outreach 

• Direct guidance and clear timelines 
• What are the requirements? 
• When do they become effective? 

• Authority and plan for enforcement 
 



Questions? 

@DOEE_DC 

Lillian Power 
Environmental Protection Specialist 

Watershed Protection Division 
Lillian.power@dc.gov 

(202) 671-0080 
 

Bag Law information: 
https://doee.dc.gov/bags 

 
Food service ware information: 

https://doee.dc.gov/foodserviceware 
 

Zero Waste DC 
https://zerowaste.dc.gov/ 

 

mailto:Lillian.power@dc.gov
https://doee.dc.gov/bags
https://doee.dc.gov/foodserviceware
https://zerowaste.dc.gov/
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