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Mid-Atlantic Ocean Action Plan

HEALTHY OCEAN ECOSYSTEM

Action 4 - Develop a regionally
appropriate strategy for marine debris
reduction.

Marine debris is a problem that threatens the health
of Mid-Atlantic ocean ecosystems and human
health through the biocaccumulation of plastics in
the marine food web, and in particular the ingestion
of plastic particles by commercially sought species.
Its resolution requires collaboration across levels

of governmeant and with the public and partners.
The purpose of this action is to build on efforts of
MOAA's Marine Debris Program,*® EPA's Trash-frea
Waters Program. and other existing programs and
partnerships in the region to develop regionally
appropriate and feasible marine debris reduction
strategies that address key issues such as: debris
from storms, derelict fishing gear, plastic food
containers, micraplastics, plastic bottles and bags,

balloons, and T:_{_',I.:I ette butts. Strategies n.:'_-.a. include — - -

source reduction, coordinated cleanups, regionally b = F— - —
) o o = e e C e e il

applicable public outreach, education, and social — —_

marketing campaigns aimed at behavior change. -".'..
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Presentation Notes
5 minutes

As you recall from yesterday, in 2016 the Mid-Atlantic states, federal agencies, tribes and MAFMC adopted a Mid-Atlantic Ocean Action Plan that laid out an action regarding development of a regionally appropriate strategy for marine debris reduction.
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So we created a work group that has now grown to 30+ members from NOAA, EPA, 5 states, D.C.,  and NGOs – not all pictured here!
We meet monthly via webinar
And, Occasionally in  person
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Marine Debris Collaborative

ABOUT RESOURCES

LOCATIONS |[ oeTans

View our interactive map and table to learn more @
about marine debris projects in the Mid-Atlantic. EVENTS AND

LORE PROJECTS @

FUNDING
OPPORTUNITIES

MID-ATLANTIC  Marine Debris Colloborative | Maintained by NOAA

[ weLcOME

[ Locations

Name

Overview

Trash Pollution
Solutions: A
Community-
Based Approach
for Baltimore City

Trash Free Maryland is launching a multi-year social marketing campaign to reduce land-based litter in Baltimore Cily in parinership with with t
the Maryland Port Autherity, the US EPA, and a collection of Baltimore nonprofit organizations. Through this grant, the team will conduct formal
a small-scale social marketing campaign in five target neighborhoods (Baltimore Highlands, Brooklyn/Curtis Bay, McElderry Park, Mondawmin,
promote litter cleanup acivities and prevention. Afier a mid-year evaluation, the team will develop a revised plan to roll out the initial campaign
campaign will add new audience segments and target littering behaviors in future years. The ultimate aim of the project is to reduce the amoun
neighborhoods and waterways. The campaign will be accomplished through interviews and working with stakeholders to identify key antilitter 1
activities will primarily include installation of signage and advertising, distribution of tools supporting the desired behavior, and community enga

Occoquan River
Cleanups (Spring
and Fall)

Friends of the Occoquan organizes these cleanups. In the fall, they are part of the ICC and collect data

Debris Projects Database

| WELCOME | DETALS

State Colege Ny "ok
& : _/ Neld ‘ 3 Project Status
Allgntorn 5
__klh-,r-ﬁ \?E,, son 9 OCDncEplual @ Propased 9 Ongoing °Enmplslﬂ

—naylvenia

/
Treniton
2

T — f"
ladelphia . Toms River

BoatUs, TowBoatUS Ocean City Large Debris
Removal Project

In 2016, TowBoatUS removed two commercial fishing nets that are
entangled on an artificial reef in the Aflantic Ocean offshore Ocean City,
MD. In both locations the nets were still actively fishing and trapping
aquatic life.

Status: Complete | Funding: 551,000

Funding Source: NOAA Marine Debris Program, BoatUS Foundation

https://midatlantic-mdc.diver.orr.noaa.gov/#

Virginia Clean
Marina Program

The Virginia Clean Marina Program promotes the voluntary adoption of measures that prevent or reduce pollution from traditional and non-trad
boatyards and recreational boats. Maring operators that adopt these measures are designated as "Virginia Clean Marinas.” The program is hol
of Marine Science

BoatUs,
TowBoatUs

In 2016, TowBoatUS removed two commercial fishing nets that are entangled on an artificial reef in the Atlantic Ocean offshore Ocean City, ML
nets were stil actively fishing and trapping aquatic life.
»
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Presentation Notes
One of the first things the work group did was create an Excel file of all the projects in the Mid-Atlantic to get a sense of which debris items they focused on, and what type of projects they were (e.g. education, social marketing, removal, etc.)

This illuminated the fact that most projects involved clean-ups and most focused on plastic bags, cigarette butts and single use plastic food containers and bottles.

Meanwhile NOAA had been working on development of regional websites  as a place to collaborate and share marine debris efforts.  They started in the Great Lakes and then, as a member of our work group, offered to create a website for the Mid-Atlantic.

So now we have the “Marine Debris Collaborative” into which designated people from each state can enter project data.



https://midatlantic-mdc.diver.orr.noaa.gov/
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Training in
“Community-Based Social Marketing”
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Presentation Notes
In June of 2017 Virginia CZM hosted a training workshop with Doug McKenzie Mohr and in 2018 New Jersey CZM did the same so that all of our work group members throughout the region had an opportunity to be trained in this technique.
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Selecting a Project

S | : TR R e
BALLOON DEBRISHA RISING GONCERNIN THE MID-ATLANTIC

R — T, e A—

Lo -

Balloon Debris by the Numbers

in 201£-2017, volunteers parficipating in the
intemational Coastal Cleonup ICC] found and
reporied more fhan 14,700 lithened balloons

in Mid-ARanfic states - Mew York, Mew Jersery,
Deloware, Maryiand and Yirginia. Of these, 7.383
balboons were found in Mew Yark: New lemay
volunteers reporied 2 832 bolloon Bier items. and
Wrginio valuntesers found 2414 baloons.

ICC dota in one mid-Allaniic stals.

Virgnio—revaalk thot most of the

talloon ftter is found on its beoch

demonsirafing thot boloon litfer

, Dooumulates in coaslal environments.

During arecent S-yeor [2013-2017)
monitoring project on remote islands of Vinginia,
up to 272 balloon: were recorded par mis of
beoch, The study, which documented o fotal
of 11,441 balloons and baloon+eioled pieces
of litfer (e.g.. plostic rbbons], oko fownd that
balloon ifter was the top marine debris item
on the beaches fhat were surveyed. Plostic
beverogs bafties ware in sscond placs.

Impacts of Balloon Debris

Relecsad balloons con drift hundeeds of miles
ond out over our ocears. Lotex baloons
burst in the afmosphere [photo top right].

=0 that when they fall info the woter thay
resemble jely fish, o fovorite food of sea
turtles ke the Kemp's nidiey shown abave
with plastic ribbon attached to a balloon
profruding from ifs mouth. Birds ore oko eosily
entangied in the balicons and their ibbon:.
Most of the ospray chick’s nest at right & filed
with ballocns ond ribbors. Foil balloons that
become entongled in power lines can cause
wide-spread power cutages.
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Presentation Notes
Immediately following the June 2017 training, we held a workshop for the work group to decide what marine debris item to tackle first.  

Given the results of our projects analysis and our interest in social marketing techniques, the work group decided to expand Virginia’s balloon release reduction social marketing campaign to the entire Mid-Atlantic region.

While balloons are not the #1 marine debris item in general, they are the #1 item most commonly found on remote beaches.  They are also one of the top 3 most deadly marine debris items for marine wildlife given how similar they look to a popular prey item, jellyfish, when they have exploded and are adrift in the ocean.

The work group created this project fact sheet which you can find on the MARCO website.
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Work Continues through MARCO and MACO
MARCO

MID-ATLANTIC REGIOMAL

COUNCIL ON THE OCEAN New York * New Jersey » Delaware » Maryland + Virginia

ABOUT=»  SHARED REGIOMAL PRIORITIES » ~ OCEAN PLAMMNING» =~ DATA PORTAL = RESOURCES = MEWS & EVEMNTS»  MARCO BELOG

Mid-Atlantic Committee on the Ocean

MACO is a committee established by MARCO to foster collaboration among states,

federal agencies, the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC), and M I D"AT LANTIC
federally recognized tribes, and to engage stakeholders. The purpose of MACO is to COMM]TTE E
enhance the vitality of the region’s ocean ecosystem and economy through

increased communication and collaboration. ON THE OCEAN

Goals:
« Provide a venue for ongoing regional information sharing and coordination about
the Mid-Atlantic's ocean ecosystem and economy;
Generate a deeper understanding and awareness of state, federal, tribal and regional fisheries management entities’ programs
and other activities affecting ocean waters off the Mid-Atlantic;
Identify and pursue, where appropriate, opportunities for collaboration on regional ocean issues;
Generate and maintain a list of contacts engaged in ocean planning to facilitate communication across the region;
Identify ways to enhance federal data sharing and support for the Mid-Atlantic Ocean Data Portal to inform ocean planning and
management; and

Engage stakeholders in learning about, identifying and responding to regional ocean issues.

The Mid-Atlantic Ocean Forum

Committee members will convene an annual Mid-Atlantic Ocean Forum as a venue
for regional information sharing, coordination and collaberation, and to enhance
the region’s ability to leverage existing efforts and information across multiple
levels of government, federally recognized tribes, non-governmental entities and
other stakeholders. The information and presentations discussed and shared
through the Forum will inform the Committee and participants about potential
areas to take future action, generate a deeper understanding and awareness of



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Although the Regional Planning Body that initially created the Mid-Atlantic Ocean Action Plan was eliminated through a new EO on the Ocean in June 2018, the new EO directed federal agencies to collaborate with state-led regional ocean partnerships such as MARCO.

So this spring MARCO established a Mid-Atlantic Committee on the Ocean (MACO), comprised of the 5 Mid-Atlantic states, federal agencies, federally-recognized tribes and the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council, through which our Marine Debris Work Group continues. 

And now I’ll turn this over to Nicole, Steve and Virginia to describe the project in more detail...
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