
MARCO, MACO and the Mid-Atlantic 
Marine Debris Work Group 

June 18, 2019 
Laura McKay 

 
 

1 



2 DATE 

Mid-Atlantic Ocean Action Plan 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
5 minutesAs you recall from yesterday, in 2016 the Mid-Atlantic states, federal agencies, tribes and MAFMC adopted a Mid-Atlantic Ocean Action Plan that laid out an action regarding development of a regionally appropriate strategy for marine debris reduction.



 
 

Mid-A Marine Debris Work Group 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
So we created a work group that has now grown to 30+ members from NOAA, EPA, 5 states, D.C.,  and NGOs – not all pictured here!We meet monthly via webinarAnd, Occasionally in  person 
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Mid-Atlantic Marine Debris Projects Database 

https://midatlantic-mdc.diver.orr.noaa.gov/# 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the first things the work group did was create an Excel file of all the projects in the Mid-Atlantic to get a sense of which debris items they focused on, and what type of projects they were (e.g. education, social marketing, removal, etc.)This illuminated the fact that most projects involved clean-ups and most focused on plastic bags, cigarette butts and single use plastic food containers and bottles.Meanwhile NOAA had been working on development of regional websites  as a place to collaborate and share marine debris efforts.  They started in the Great Lakes and then, as a member of our work group, offered to create a website for the Mid-Atlantic.So now we have the “Marine Debris Collaborative” into which designated people from each state can enter project data.

https://midatlantic-mdc.diver.orr.noaa.gov/


5 DATE 

Training in  
“Community-Based Social Marketing” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In June of 2017 Virginia CZM hosted a training workshop with Doug McKenzie Mohr and in 2018 New Jersey CZM did the same so that all of our work group members throughout the region had an opportunity to be trained in this technique.



6 DATE 

Selecting a Project 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Immediately following the June 2017 training, we held a workshop for the work group to decide what marine debris item to tackle first.  Given the results of our projects analysis and our interest in social marketing techniques, the work group decided to expand Virginia’s balloon release reduction social marketing campaign to the entire Mid-Atlantic region.While balloons are not the #1 marine debris item in general, they are the #1 item most commonly found on remote beaches.  They are also one of the top 3 most deadly marine debris items for marine wildlife given how similar they look to a popular prey item, jellyfish, when they have exploded and are adrift in the ocean.The work group created this project fact sheet which you can find on the MARCO website. 



7 DATE 

Work Continues through MARCO and MACO 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Although the Regional Planning Body that initially created the Mid-Atlantic Ocean Action Plan was eliminated through a new EO on the Ocean in June 2018, the new EO directed federal agencies to collaborate with state-led regional ocean partnerships such as MARCO.So this spring MARCO established a Mid-Atlantic Committee on the Ocean (MACO), comprised of the 5 Mid-Atlantic states, federal agencies, federally-recognized tribes and the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council, through which our Marine Debris Work Group continues. And now I’ll turn this over to Nicole, Steve and Virginia to describe the project in more detail...


	MARCO, MACO and the Mid-Atlantic Marine Debris Work Group
	Mid-Atlantic Ocean Action Plan
	Mid-A Marine Debris Work Group
	Mid-Atlantic Marine Debris Projects Database
	Training in �“Community-Based Social Marketing”
	Selecting a Project
	Work Continues through MARCO and MACO

