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Marine Debris in New York 

• Ocean & Great Lakes 
 

• NYC area impacts debris 
 

• Sandy 
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Presentation Notes
geography/population distribution
Most marine debris work in marine district & Great Lakes
NYC impacts debris levels (high population, shipping)
Briefly mention Sandy’s impacts on marine debris
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(2018 data from the International Coastal Cleanup) 

Marine Debris in New York 

ICC top 10 items: 
51.9% of NY debris 
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NY debris #s (based on ICC top 10):

34,237 cigarette butts (13.5% of total)
20,017 plastic bottle caps (7.9% of total)
18,745 food wrappers (7.4% of total)
10,944 plastic beverage bottles (4.3% of total)
10,927 straws/stirrers (4.3% of total)
7,789 plastic grocery bags (3.1% of total)
7,584 glass beverage bottles (3.0% of total)
7,490 metal bottle caps (2.9% of total)
7,253 other plastic/foam packaging (2.9% of total)
6,696 beverage cans (2.6% of total)

Top 10 items make up 51.9% of total debris items collected

total items collected: 254,427
----




(data from a Nov 2018 cleanup of Jones Beach) 

Marine Debris in New York 
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ICC top 10 items: 
33% of debris 
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6 cigarette butts (0.3% of total)
128 plastic bottle caps (6.3% of total)
147 food wrappers (7.2% of total)
42 plastic beverage bottles (2.1% of total)
141 straws/stirrers (6.9% of total)
150 plastic grocery bags (7.3% of total)
11 glass beverage bottles (0.5% of total)
5 metal bottle caps (0.2% of total)
35 other plastic/foam packaging (1.7% of total)
11 beverage cans (0.5% of total)

Top 10 items make up 33% of total debris items collected

total items collected: 2041
---
Other (items with more than 50 found):
309 Balloon-related debris (15.1% of total)
176 bags (plastic other) (8.6% of total)
103 foam pieces (5.0% of total)
169 plastic pieces (hard) (8.3% of total)
278 plastic pieces (film) (13.6% of total)
68 rope pieces (3.3% of total)

Top 10 plus additional common items make up 86.9% of total debris items collected
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86.9% of debris 
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Top 10 items make up 33% of total debris items collected

total items collected: 2041
---
Other (items with more than 50 found):
309 Balloon-related debris (15.1% of total)
176 bags (plastic other) (8.6% of total)
103 foam pieces (5.0% of total)
169 plastic pieces (hard) (8.3% of total)
278 plastic pieces (film) (13.6% of total)
68 rope pieces (3.3% of total)

Top 10 plus additional common items make up 86.9% of total debris items collected




Efforts Underway:  Removal 

Cleanup efforts by many groups 

Credit: R. Strother, NYSG 
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Grants?
Removal
Cleanups by lots of groups
Some examples: Surfrider, NYC Parks, NYS Parks, AMCS, American Littoral Society




Efforts Underway:  Prevention 

Municipalities starting to take policy action 

• Balloons 

o East Hampton balloon release ban 

o Southampton Town considering ban 
 

Credit: R. Strother, NYSG 
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East Hampton balloon ban: for prevent pollution, unanimous support


According to the Surfrider Foundation, Eastern Long Island Chapter, which posted about the ban on social media, "current Suffolk County Law permits the release of 25 balloons per person within a 24-hour period. Surfrider and the East Hampton Town Trustees are gathering letters for those in support of banning the intentional release of balloons in towns and villages within Suffolk County."
https://patch.com/new-york/easthampton/intentional-balloon-release-ban-weighed-lawmakers




Efforts Underway:  Prevention 

Municipalities starting to take policy action 

• NYC 

o Straws 

o Foam 

o Single-use plastic foodware 
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https://www.amny.com/news/plastic-ban-nyc-1.29672773

Foam: Earlier this year, the city’s ban on foam containers went into effect, making it illegal for eateries, food carts and other places to use expanded polystyrene cups, plates, trays and clamshell containers.

Straws: proposed legislation in 2018

Medical exceptions

Single-use plastic foodware: signed april 2019, full implementation by the end of 2019
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2019/04/11/Mayor-Bill-De-Blasio-bans-New-York-City-from-using-single-use-plastics/3091555037384/

As of January 1, 2019, New York City stores, food service establishments, and mobile food commissaries may no longer offer, sell or possess single-use foam food containers such as foam takeout clamshells, cups, plates, bowls, trays, and coolers. Additionally, manufacturers, distributors, and stores may no longer sell or offer for sale loose fill foam packaging (“packing peanuts”) in the city.



Efforts Underway:  Prevention 

Municipalities starting to take policy action 

• Plastic bags 

o Long Beach plastic bag fee 

o Suffolk County plastic bag fee 



Efforts Underway:  Prevention 

Action at the state level 

• Statewide plastic bag ban 

o 2nd statewide ban 

o Forbid stores from providing single-use plastic bags 

o Optional 5-cent fee for paper bags 

o Some exceptions 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/28/nyregion/plastic-bag-ban-.html

2nd statewide ban (after California, 2016); Hawaii also effectively has a ban in place, since all the state’s counties bar such single-use bags.

In effect in March 2020

forbid stores to provide customers with single-use plastic bags

The plan would have an additional element allowing counties to opt in to a 5-cent fee on paper bags, revenue that would go to the state’s Environmental Protection Fund as well as a separate fund to buy reusable bags for consumers. (environmentalists don’t love that the fee isn’t mandatory)

a number of carveouts, including food takeout bags used by restaurants, bags used to wrap deli or meat counter products and bags for bulk items. Newspaper bags would also be exempted, as would garment bags and bags sold in bulk, such as trash or recycling bags.




Efforts Underway:  Prevention 

Continued outreach efforts 



Thank You 

Krista Stegemann Haas 
ks2336@cornell.edu 
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