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State Emergency Response
Guides: Planning for Incident
~ Waterway Debris

Jessica Conway, NOAA Marine Debris Program/Genwest Systems

Focus on

Solid material (including vegetative debris)
Result of acute disaster incident
=  Poses a threat

May include shoreline and wetland debris,
or debris in inland non-tidal waterways

Guide and outreach focused on

Information in guidance document is applicable to all of
state

Target

: All levels of government,
responders
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Project Goal

Improve preparedness for response
to and recovery from
in coastal states

Outline existing response structures,
procedures, and responsibilities at the local,
state, and federal levels into individual state

guidance documents

Project Objectives

1. Develop that facilitates the response to and
recovery from acute waterway debris incidents in coastal states

Consolidate waterway debris response information into a single document using
information from existing plans, programs, and agency authorities

2. Conduct waterway debris response to increase
preparedness, validate guide information, and identify response
challenges

Stand-alone exercises or as injects in larger response drills and exercises
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Project Objectives

3. Support the of response guide content into other
existing local, state, or regional plans and trainings

Such as U.S. Coast Guard Area Contingency Plans, state and county emergency
management plans, etc.

\:’ In Progress

I Published & Complete
- Background Research
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Guide Development Process

1. Background research
2. Engage stakeholders — one on one

3. Document roles, responsibilities, points
of contact, and jurisdictions

4. Outline permitting and compliance
structure

. Engage stakeholders — workshop

. Document edits and finalization

5
6
7. Stakeholder review
8

. Publication

Permitting and Compliance for Waterway Debris Removal in Virginia

I Virginia's coastal zone, 3 Virginia Marine Resources Comenission (VMIRC) Habitat Permit, Vieginia of Quality {DEQ) Water Protection Permat, and/or a U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE} permit may be required if debris removal involves excavating, dredging, the discharge of fill or dredge material, or involves structures or work impacting navigable waterways or

wetlands.
* WMRE, DEQ, USACE, and most local wl:tlam‘l boards have a joint permit application process. Applicants can apply theough VMRC and local, state and federal review wil occur concurrently.
* The lead federal for pl with National Palicy Act (NEPA), federal cosstal consistency, and consulting with tribal and resource agencies including
Department of Histonc Resources (DHR), US. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) as required.
Federally Funded Removal No Federal Funding
FEMA 'l Dor example, sate, local, or privately funded removal)
| I | | Compliance
. Pm Wheﬂ Federal Agency Coordination
Permit is e o
I | . E *  Required
o agency ble for NEPA , federal * ol

# USACE permit is required, USACE is the lead
federal agency and wil eraare NEPA compliance,
Nederal conalatency with Vinginia's Cowital Zone
Management Program, and consults with DR,
USPWS, and NOAA 34 required.

‘consistency with Virginia's Coastal Zone Management Program, and
consultations with DHIK, USPWS, and BOAA a3 required.
* FEMA 1 the lead federal agency under Stafford Act declaration
3 Debris remoual under Stafford Act declaration may trigger emergency ©
%, permitting processes

s subaquese or battom fands, tidal wetlands, aed coatal primary sand
dunes permits for projects that may negatively Impact amy of these resources.
A Habitat Permit may be required for debeis remaval proects That invshe
extavating dredging. the discharge of fill or dredge materisl, or mvolves
structures of work Impacting avigable waterwans of wettands.

® Perenitly] that may be sequired for debeis removal werk within waterways and
wetlands:

= NWP-3 Maintenance
* NWP.22 Hemaval of Vessels
* NWP-33 Tempor
* NW#-37 Emergency Waterihed Protection & Rehabiditation
* NWP-38 Cleanup Hazardou/Tasic Waste

* NWP-A5 Repair of Uglands Damaged by Discrate Evests

, ccess,

Serves as Virginia's Section 401 certification peograen for Inderal sacticn 404
permity issued under the suthcrity cf the Clean Water Act

A Water Protection Perreit mary be recuired for debris removal actiities that
may disturk a wesland or sircam by clearing, fileg, excavating draining, o
diiching

* ConwuMtation required il waterwary debris responas involves federal permits
and/or funding (USACE permit, FEMA funding. e1c] to comgly with:

* Endangered Species Act [E5A) to ensure actions do not adversely abfect
listed threatived of endangered Apecies o critical habial for macine
species

* Mag Fisheries € i Act ta ensure
actions do not adwersely abloct Exvential Fish Habieat [EFH)

Most bcabities in Virginia's coastal zone have a Wetlands Board, comprised of
ctizen meenbers, 10 review any application for 3 project that may daturh
wetlands. Local Wetland Boards review projects as part of the joint permet
application proges

Non-regulitery authceity
Revitart gojects 16 identify potential ImEacts 16 natutal hesitage Fesouteey

* Consutaton with Ecologica Services feld Offce required fwiterway debin
Invotves federal permits andfor funding |USACE permet, FEMA
Funding. #12) o tomphy Wit
» Erdangered Species Act (ESA] to emuure actions do not adversely affect
Rsted threatened or endangened species or critical habitat for land and
frestwater species and certain marice species such 3s manatee
* Coatal Barrier Resources Act (CBRA) to ensure actions do not encourage
& on coastal bareiers aleng the Atlantic casst

Serves 21 the State Hissoric Preservation Office (SHPO) and ensures
compliance with Sectioes 106 and 110 of the Naticnal Histeric Prevervation
Act

Cammadtation with DHR is required if waterway debris responie invohes
federal permits and/or funding [USACE permit, FEMA funding, 6z ) or has the
petenial to atfect Fteric or eulural utes
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Guide Contents

. Introduction

Il. Background Risk: Foreseeable Incidents
and Debris Types

lll. Roles, Responsibilities, and Jurisdictions

IV. Permitting and Compliance
Requirements

V. Challenges, Needs, and Recommended
Actions

VI. Contact Information

Field Reference Guide

Jessica Conway
843-614-7427
jessica.conway@noaa.gov




