
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Has anyone ever been delayed or stranded at home or work by flooding in NJ? Has anyone ever had their basement or home flood from a storm? Who has a close friend or family member who has suffered from a home flood due to rain?



Overview 

Route One after Hurricane Irene, August 2011 

• What is ANJEC anyway? 
 

• Just the Facts 
 

• Empowering local government & 
volunteers 



All About ANJEC 

Route One after Hurricane Irene, August 2011 

• New Law 1968 creating municipal right 
to establish an EC 

• ANJEC founded in 1969 
• Approximately 380 ECs, to date 
• Site Plan Application Review 
• Community Education 
• Resource/Advisor to the Governing and 

Planning bodies 



More About ANJEC 

Route One after Hurricane Irene, August 2011 

www.anjec.org/Publications.htm 
 

• Resource Center 
• Publications 
• Trainings 
• Commissioners 

Courses 
• Annual 

Environmental 
Congress  



Fundamentals for Highly Effective  
Environmental Commissioners 



Environmental Congress 



Route One after Hurricane Irene, August 2011 

“Water and air, the two essential 
fluids on which all life depends, 

have become global garbage cans.” 
 

- Jacques Yves Cousteau 
 



Bad to Worse? 

Photo credits: J. Kogan, EPA 

Photo credits: J. Kogan, EPA 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Are we going from bad to worse?



Route One after Hurricane Irene, August 2011 

By 2050, the ocean will have more 
trash than fish, pound for pound. 

 
- World Economic Forum 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about presonalizing – my neice, a mortgage, etc
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Plastic Free Waters 

2014 Trash-free Waters, 
national initiative under EPA 
Regions 2 Administrator 
Judith Enck  
 Tired of cleaning up Other’s 

People’s Plastic 

Bags, Bottle, Boxes, Balloons, 
& Butts 

 



Route One after Hurricane Irene, August 2011 

 150+ year of 
plastic history 

 Resistant to 
change 
 Lobbying 
 Extended 

timelines 
Claim market 

force driven 
 Survival 

 
 

Industry? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Greenwash
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More than 50 
municipal 
ordinances 
passed 
 

 Statewide 
legislation 
pending 
 

 Balloon Council 
changed its 
stance 
 

 



Route One after Hurricane Irene, August 2011 

Partners 
Science 
Education 
Messaging 
Listening 
Tool-kits 
Lobbying 

 
 

How Did Go from Then to Now? 



Route One after Hurricane Irene, August 2011 

Partners 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about films and discussion panels, cocktail receptions, etc





Ordinances & Resolutions 

• So far in New 
Jersey, there 
are more than 
26 towns that 
have plastic 
bag ordinances 

 



Successful Ordinances: Key Details 

 Gold Standard – Ban/Fee 
Hybrid  

 Bag Fee – who keeps it?  
 Reusable Bag Definition 
 Data Collection/Reporting 

Mechanism 
 Enforcement  
 Education & Outreach  



Reusable Bag Definition 

 CA set the standard many years ago with standard 
language but now know better.  
 2.25 mils thickness (loophole)  
  10 mils NJ State Bill S2776 

 Compostable and Biodegradable are not the answer!  
 



Sample Definition: Reusable Bag 

 NY State: means a bag:   (a) made of cloth or other 
machine washable fabric that has handles; or (b) a 
durable bag with handles that is specifically designed and 
manufactured for multiple reuse. 

 Maplewood: means any bag designed and manufactured 
to withstand repeated uses over a period of time.  

** Important that the fee applies to all reusable bags 
provided by the retailer. 
 



Data Collection 

 Baseline and on-going necessary  
 Be specific on what’s being measured 
 For example: Are the number of plastic bags in 

natural/vegetative creeks changing? With 2 years of 
monitoring and a 95% confidence interval?  

 Who’s in charge of reporting and enforcement? 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Without it, how do we know we’re being effective? 



Data Collection 
SOMA Action Climate 
Greener to Go 
River Cleanups SO/Maplewood 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Collect dataOn plastic bag usageHow many use plastic or other single-use bagsHow many use reusableAsk about awareness, motivationsOn trash pulled from riverSome identify manufacturer, some go for broader categoriesNot only do you see where the trash is obviously ending up, but you can see where it comes from – A lot of starbucks or 7-11 products? Etc.On how many people participated in Greener to GoData from restaurantsFollow-up survey



Enforcement  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Enforcement is always a problem but critical and as you know can be thorny.  Consider who in general is responsible for code enforcement in your municipality. 1) Glen Rock uses Property Maintenance Official: 2) Maplewood is giving enforcement power to Director of Dept of Community Development. 3) Leonia uses Borough Administrator4) One idea to consider if high level of volunteerism is that local EC/Green Team could be additional eyes/ears to help monitor (only).  Perhaps do inspections but then leave the enforcement to twp.?  Check with twp lawyer and see if that's an option. 



SO Not Plastic 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SO Not Plastic – environmental commission, mayor, social media, train station.Started in September 2017Click quickly through the various posts and discuss them.  



SO Not Plastic 



SO Not Plastic 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A full week of social media posting, EC and mayor going facebook live in various stores around town showing how to shop without plastic



SO Not Plastic 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Partnered with local businessesSeton Hall University (in South Orange) got in on the gameTo watch in another window – won’t let me embed FB vid.https://www.facebook.com/SONotPlastic/videos/1953782908197153/ Or <iframe src="https://www.facebook.com/plugins/video.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSONotPlastic%2Fvideos%2F1953782908197153%2F&show_text=0&width=560" width="560" height="311" style="border:none;overflow:hidden" scrolling="no" frameborder="0" allowTransparency="true" allowFullScreen="true"></iframe>



Greener to Go  
MapSOMil 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
January 2019, Maplewood, South Orange, and Millburn.One restaurant in each town participated.Training VERY important.  



Chambers of Commerce 
Schools 
Movies/Events/Tabling 

Education 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Need to have a robust education campaign to get a real behavior change goingChambers of CommerceBusiness development groupsNeighborhood associationsBlock partiesSchoolsPublic events/fairsLocal TV stationTrain station



Thank You! 

Jennifer M. Coffey 
Executive Director 

ANJEC.org 
@ANJECTweets 

ANJEC on FB 
info@anjec.org 
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