
There is a need for monitoring in conjunction with CBSM campaigns, laws , etc. in 
order to measure success. 
 
 
Monitoring also raises awareness as to the extent of a problem with the public, media 
and the research community. (Here, you could share the big findings from your 
research...concentration of balloons, types, habitats in which they are found, 
events/businesses associated with the litter, etc.) 
 
Monitoring helps researchers as they target selected audiences (for example, your 
data shows that Graduation-related balloons are very high on the list) 
 
Also -- there is need for standard protocol(s) so data are comparable. This need for 
std research methodology is a common refrain -- we heard it at the 6IMDC, and the 
researchers in microplastic are calling for the same thing. The protocol developed as 
part of this balloon litter research helps answer that concern. 
 
 

Balloon-Related Litter: 
6-Years of Monitoring & 

Raising Awareness 
Christina Trapani, Kathy O’Hara, Katie Register 



www.VirginiaBalloonStudy.org 
More than 1000 reports since April, 2012 



First Survey, Hog Island, June 2013 

7 miles 
180 balloons and ribbons 



Virginia’s Marine Debris Reduction Plan 

Reduce land-based marine debris sources (in 
order of achievability)  
1. Plastic bags  
2. Cigarette butts and smoking-related litter  
3. Balloons from intentional mass releases  
4. Beverage containers, straws, and food-related 

packaging  
5. Waste from land-based industrial/manufacturing 

facilities  
6. Uncovered trucks (includes municipal and 

commercial waste-hauling vehicles)  
 



Monitoring Balloon Litter on  
Virginia’s Remote Beaches 



What Information Are We Collecting? 

Location: GPS Coordinates 
Type: Latex or Foil 
Condition: Burst or Deflated 
Color, Size, Shape 
Attachments? 
Ribbon? 
Writing? 
Occasions/Events 
Business or Organization? 
Location on Beach 
Other notes? 
 



46 Surveys: 11,441 Balloons, Ribbons & Attachments 



Balloon Types 

[CATEGORY 
NAME] 

Balloons 
[PERCENTA

GE] 

 Foil 
 Balloons 

42% 

Balloon Types (2018-2019) 



Ribbons & Condition 



Balloons with Characters 



Balloons with Events 



Balloons with Logos 



Monitoring Balloon Litter on Virginia’s Remote Beaches 



A Standard Monitoring Protocol 



Will the Balloon Litter Issue Resolve Itself? 





Awareness and Legislation are on the Rise 



§ 29.1-556.1. Release of certain balloons prohibited; civil penalty. 
 
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly release or cause to be 

released into the atmosphere within a one-hour period fifty or more 
balloons which are (i) made of a nonbiodegradable or 
nonphotodegradable material or any material which requires more than 
five minutes’ contact with air or water to degrade and (ii) inflated with a 
substance which is lighter than air. Any person who violates this section 
shall be liable for a civil penalty not to exceed five dollars per balloon 
released above the allowable limit, which shall be paid into the Lifetime 
Hunting and Fishing Endowment Fund established pursuant to § 29.1-101.1 

B. The provisions of this section shall not apply to (i) balloons released by or 
on behalf of any agency of the Commonwealth, or the United States or 
pursuant to a contract with the Commonwealth, the United States, or any 
other state, territory or government for scientific or meteorological 
purposes or (ii) hot air balloons that are recovered after launch. (1991, c. 
607.) 

 

Virginia Balloon Release Law 



Despite Education, Laws and Balloon Council stance… 



What we have… 
Balloon Monitoring Reports 
Joyful Send-Off 
Laws in other states and cities 
Virginia Balloon Study 
 
To do… 
Online Petition (Change.org?) 
Paper Petition 
Petition for Kids  
Build Statewide Partnerships 
Find Statewide Delegate Support  
Other? 

A Law Change in Virginia: The Time is Now! 



Don’t Worry!  
The Kids Are On Board 

Marie Culver 



Thank you! 
 
• My partners and mentors: Katie Register 

(Clean Virginia Waterways) & Kathy O’Hara 
• Virginia Coastal Zone Management 

Program 
• NOAA Marine Debris Program 
• Alex Wilke, The Nature Conservancy 
• Ruth Boettcher, Virginia Dept. of Game 

and Inland Fisheries 
• Pam Denmon, Fisherman Island NWR 
• Lauren Mowbry, Back Bay NWR 
• Kevin Holcomb, Chincoteague NWR 
• My brave and tolerant volunteers, 

especially Glen Fields, Jennifer Jeffers 
and Cathy Roberts. 
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