
      Virginia Marine Debris Summit 
Exploring Solutions that Educate, Motivate and Innovate 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome everyone -thank you so very much for dedicating your time to this effort today and tomorrow.  

We have a daunting task before us and I applaud your courage and commitment to helping us make a difference. 

Marine debris is a problem that for far too long the majority of Americans have ignored. But we are so grateful that you, many of whom have been working on the problem for a very long time, have come to share your knowledge and ideas with us today.
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I want to thank our planning committee for making this event a reality today: 

Mark Swingle and Christina Trapani of the Virginia Aquarium
Katie Register from Clean Virginia Waterways
Kirk Havens and Anne Smith from VIMS and the Clean Marina Program
Susan Park from Virginia Sea Grant
Sharon Baxter, Ann Regn, and Angela Neilan from DEQ
Todd Janeski from VCU
and my staff at the CZM Program – Virginia Witmer and Shep Moon.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Virginia CZM is a network of state agencies and local governments responsible for implementing Virginia’s coastal laws and policies.  
  
And by meeting federal program requirements under the Coastal Zone Management Act, we receive federal funds from NOAA to implement the program and we gain the authority to require that federal actions be consistent with our federally-approved program.
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Our program boundaries are all the cities, counties and towns that touch on tidal waters 

As well as all the state waters extending from those localities out to the 3 nautical mile, state territorial sea boundary.



Why is Virginia CZM Getting into 
the Marine Debris Business? 
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You may have noticed that our boundaries don’t include the “ocean” per se.

Others have been noticing that for awhile too.

In fact  in 2003, the Pew Ocean Commission and in 2004 the US Ocean Commission, both reported that all these boundaries seemed to be preventing people from taking ownership and responsibility for the ocean and that the ocean is in very grave trouble.  In an nutshell the causes are:

Increasing human pressures & uses of the ocean
Degrading and decreasing habitats and resources
And a lack of sense of stewardship stemming from the belief that only federal agencies bear responsibility for the ocean

So both reports called for the creation of regional ocean governance to bring states and localities into the ocean management process.




Regional Ocean Partnerships 
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After these reports came out, regions began forming ocean partnerships on their own:
New England Regional Ocean Council (NROC)
Mid-Atlantic Regional Council on the Ocean (MARCO)
South Atlantic Governors’ Alliance (SAGA)
Gulf Mexico Alliance (GOMA)
West Coast Governors’ Alliance (WCGA)
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In June 2009 the five governors from VA, MD, DE, NJ and NY signed the Mid-Atlantic Ocean Governors’ Agreement on Ocean Conservation

More information can be found on the MARCO website..

http://www.midatlanticocean.org/�
http://www.midatlanticocean.org/�


MARCO  
Website 
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The website will point you to one of our first and very important accomplishments – creation of the nation’s first ever regional ocean data portal – the “MARCO Mid-Atlantic Ocean Data Portal” which was first launched in December 2010. 



MARCO Ocean Data Portal 
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VA CZM funds were used to launch version 1 of the portal, but now regional ocean partnership funds from NOAA are keeping it going and growing.

For the first time, mapped information for a region derived from a variety of sources (federal agencies, state agencies, etc) can be viewed through one portal. Simply building this regional portal has fostered a plethora of new relationships and coordination among state and federal agencies that had never occurred before on ocean issues.
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MARCO laid out five issues to work on together: protecting key habitats, promoting renewable offshore energy, adapting to climate change and improving water quality. 

MARCO has struggled with the water quality issue.  We did not want to overlap with existing efforts (e.g the Chesapeake, Delaware Bay or Long Island Sound Programs).  So we agreed to focus on topics that were not already being addressed, or that  could perhaps benefit from a new, regional approach.  Two topics that have come up are marine debris and ocean acidification.  Ocean acidification is a very serious problem caused by increasing CO2 levels that threatens anything with a shell and anything that depends on anything with a shell, but it is a global issue and one that MARCO has not yet figured out whether, or how, to address.  But marine debris seemed to be a topic that MARCO thought could benefit from a concerted regional approach where pooling our resources and sharpening our focus might help.  



5 Year CZM Grant for  
Virginia Ocean Plan &  

Marine Debris Plan 
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So in light of the need for ocean planning and a marine debris plan, Virginia CZM applied for NOAA funding through Section 309 of the CZMA that provides match –free funding for approved 5 year strategies.

And barring continued budget cuts, we hope to have about $100k/yr for 5 years: Oct 2011 – Sep 2016 for general ocean planning and about $46,000 over 3 years for this summit and implementation of a marine debris plan. 

This is why we are here this week holding this Marine Debris Summit – to begin to develop a Virginia Marine Debris Management Plan that we hope will be a pilot for a Mid-Atlantic  regional plan. Once we figure out the best solutions most likely to work in Virginia, we expect to have about $20,000 a year for two years in CZM funds beginning in October 2014 to start implementing some solutions that may require funding. And hopefully, if funding allows, MARCO may be able to secure funding for regional efforts.

Just in planning this Summit, we have fortuitously attracted the attention of both NOAA and EPA who will be sharing some exciting news with us today and tomorrow about some resources they have that could be dovetailed with our efforts.

So that’s how we arrived here today and we look forward to continuing down this road with the help of all of you.  As I’ve been hearing lately at a number of conferences, the people who come to a meeting are always the right people to come because they are the ones with the passion to be here and they are the ones most likely to help an effort succeed. So I trust we in this room can and will make a difference.  So again, thank you for being here! 
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Before I introduce our Secretary of Natural Resources, I’d like to show you this video which shows in agonizing detail some of the consequences of marine debris:  http://vimeo.com/25563376 

And now in hopes that he can raise our spirits and scrape our hearts off the floor, I’m very pleased to introduce, and very grateful for his participation,  someone with impressive experience in protecting ocean environments, our own Virginia Secretary of Natural Resources, Doug Domenech.

Secretary Domenech was appointed Virginia’s Secretary of Natural Resources in January 2010 by Governor Bob McDonnell.  In this role he manages six state agencies including the:
 
Department of Environmental Quality 
Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Department of Historic Resources 
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
Virginia Marine Resources Commission, and
Virginia Museum of Natural History 
 
He is a forestry and wildlife management graduate from Virginia Tech, and has had a career in natural resource management. 
 
Prior to his appointment as Secretary, Doug served in a number of positions at the U.S. Department of Interior in Washington, DC, including as Deputy Chief of Staff to the Secretary of Interior.
 
 
 




http://vimeo.com/25563376 
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