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SECTION 2: VIRGINIA COASTAL RESILIENCE MASTER PLAN
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EO - 24 : INCREASING VIRGINIA ’  S RESILIENCE TO SEA  

LEVEL RISE AND NATURAL HAZARDS

Section 2-A: The Virginia Coastal Resilience Master Plan

Be based on best available science  

Updated every 5 years

Provide recommendat ions to to reduce tidal and storm surge f looding  

and f lood risk

Employ natural and nature-based solutions to the m a x i m u m extent  

possible

Include a detai led funding analysis



Phase 1: Comple t ing the Coastal Master Plan

Create Assemble Staff Gather Inpu t Research Complete the Gather Finalize Draft

Objectives and f rom Draft Master Feedback Plan

Goals Commun i t y Plan

Stakeholders
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Phase 2: Put t ing the Plan to Act ion
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The Chapters

CHAPTER 1:INTRODUCTION
The purpose of the p lan
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Item1 Research Outreach Wri t ing Review

CHAPTER 2: THE SCIENCE BEHIND THE PLAN
Coastal change , SLR predict ion , and inundat ion mo d e l
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CHAPTER 3: CURRENT EFFORTS
Recently comp le ted and ongoing resiliency projects

and BMPs

CHAPTER 4: FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENTAND  

NFIP

Integrat ion of DCR report EO 24 2-C into Master Plan

CHAPTER 5: RECOMMENDATIONS FORACTION

Gap analysis, needed projects , and framework for state

role in fund ing

CHAPTER 6: FUNDINGANALYSIS AND

RECOMMENDATIONS
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Needs assessment , potent ia l fund ing sources, and

recommendat ions
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CHAPTER 7:CONCLUSION
Outstanding questions and process for upda t ing
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State  

Pr ior i t ies

NATURAL AND NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS

-First line of defense

- Align existing State Agency programs

- Include Water Quality and Water Management 

Solutions

COLLABORATIVE PROGRAMS

- Incentivize multi - jurisdictional projects

ENVIRONMENTAL EQUITY

- Ensure equitable access to funding and technical

support for  underserved communi t ies

INTEGRATE RESILIENCE THROUGHOUT STATE  

AGENCIES/PROCESSES



State - Wide Needs

• Predictive Rainfall Projections  

• Predictive Floodplain Mapping  

• Riverine and Coastal Gauge System  

• Resilience Plan (Climate resilience)

• Consistent/Dedicated Funding



What do PDC’s  / RC’s Want? 
• Consistent/Dedicated Funding/Loans/Grants

• Guidance/Standards /Data Assistance/Research

• Planning Assistance

• Hybrid Living Shoreline definition

• Predictive Gauge System / Floodplain mapping 

• State oversight of and support for Grant process alignment

• State support for stricter locality standards



Legis lat ive Efforts
What has been done so far?

Virginia Shoreline Resiliency Fund 2016

Commonwea l th Center for Recurrent Flooding Resiliency 2016  

Special Assistant for Coastal Adaptat ion and Protect ion 2018 

Tax incentives/resilience for bui l t properties 2019

CPACE for Resilience/ living shorelines 2019  

SLAF / VCAP Funding 2019

Funding for Coastal Sand Study/Eastern Shore Wallops 2019  

Residential Property Disclosure Act 2019

Coal Combust ion residuals impoundment /c losure 2019



Barriers to Adaptation

• Fiscal
- Potential high costs, largely unassessed
- Uncertain funding streams
- Property tax base at risk

• Political
- Lack of political will
- Failure to acknowledge the problem

• Legal
- Virginia - Dillon Rule State
- Multiple jurisdictions in small geographies
- Lacking state authorities



"THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA HAS A  

RESPONSIBILITY TO ASSIST LOCAL GOVERNMENTS IN  

REDUCING FLOOD RISK THROUGH PLANNING AND  

IMPLEMENTING LARGE SCALE FLOOD PROTECTION  

AND ADAPTATION INITIATIVES."

EO-24 INCREASING VIRGINIA’S RESILIENCETO  

SEA LEVEL RISE AND NATURAL HAZARDS



TIME AND TIDE WAIT FOR NO MAN . . .
BILL TIERNAN | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT: HIGH TIDE CAUSED WATERS FROM THE LAFAYETTE RIVER  

TO FLOOD THE 2 0 0 BLOCK OF LAVALETTE AVE. IN NORFOLK, SEPTEMBER 19,2017



TIME AND TIDE WAIT FOR NO MAN . . .

PUNGO , VIRGINIA BEACH, 25 JULY 2018, KRISTEN ZEIS, THE VIRGINIAN PILOT


