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SCALLOP HARVEST

Year Harvest 
(lbs)

Dollars Today’s 
$$

1925 360,732 74,272 902,405

1929 1,145,598 207,883 2,554,882

1930 1,824,948 147,564 1,773,719

1931 1,226,478 78,990 1,031,609

1932 658,584 80,090 1,153,296

1933- 
present

0 0 0



Eelgrass restoration has occurred in 4 major bays
South Bay (SB), Cobb Bay (CB), Spider Crab Bay (SCB)
Hog Island Bay (HIB)

HIB

SCB
CB

SB



Seed Based Eelgrass Restoration





SEED DISPERSAL

Seeds broadcast, settle rapidly, and become 
incorporated quickly into the sediment, not far 
from where the seed settles.

seeds

Orth et al. 1994. Seed dispersal in a marine macrophyte: Implications
for colonization and restoration. Ecology 75:1927‐1939



317

38 million seeds
broadcast since 1999

Acres seeded and acres mapped for all 4 coastal bays through 2010



Number of hectares mapped in four coastal bays (2001‐2010) in two 
density classes versus number of hectares seeded in particular years.



2004 2010

South Bay eelgrass changes from 2004 to 2010
(inside red polygon) (aerial photographs from 12,000 ft)



Aerial photographs from 12000 ft showing 
½ acre eelgrass plots in Spider Crab Bay



Changes in eelgrass abundance in Chesapeake Bay, Chincoteague 
Bay, and the Virginia Coastal Bays ‐

 

1984‐2009. 
(modified from Orth et al. 2010. Estuaries and Coasts 33:139‐150. )



Bay Scallops Next?
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