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Chickahominy Power Public Hearing


Date/Time:	March 5, 2019 at 7:20 pm

Location:	School Board Auditorium, Charles City Government Building, Charles City, VA

Applicant:	Balico, LLC/Chickahominy Power LLC

Type of Facility:	Electrical power generating facility

Facility Name:	Chickahominy Power LLC, Registration No. 52610

Facility Location:	Approximately located at 5985 Chambers Road, Charles City VA (0.7 miles east of intersection of Chambers and Roxbury)

Purpose:	To solicit verbal comments concerning the technical merits of the draft PSD permit

Comment Period:	Began:	January 31, 2019
Ends:		March 20, 2019

Hearing Officer/Permit Writer:
Alison Sinclair
Air Permit Writer, Sr. II
Phone - (804) 527-5155

Mailing Address:
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
Piedmont Regional Office
4949-A Cox Road
Glen Allen, Virginia  23060

My business card is in the back, please take one if you would like.


Alison Sinclair: This hearing portion of this evening is now called to order.

I am an Air Permit Writer for the Piedmont Regional Office of the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality. We are out in Glen Allen, west of Richmond.  I will function as the Hearing Officer for this meeting on behalf of the State Air Pollution Control Board.

This public hearing is being held in the Charles City County Government School Administration building auditorium, 10900 Courthouse Rd., Charles City, VA.  The meeting is being held pursuant to 9 VAC 5-80-1775 of the State Air Pollution Control Board regulations for Public Participation for Prevention of Significant Deterioration permits, that’s PSD.

The purpose of this hearing is to allow the public the opportunity to provide verbal comments on the technical merits of the draft PSD permit for the Chickahominy Power Station, Registration Number 52610.  The facility will be located at approximately 5985 Chambers Rd, or about 3700 feet east of the intersection of Chambers Rd and Roxbury Rd, Charles City, Virginia.  The permit is written to limit air pollution from a natural gas, combined cycle combustion turbine plant.  Natural gas well drilling and transmission is not within the domain of the Commonwealth of Virginia State Air Pollution Control Board Regulations for the Control and Abatement of Air Pollution for this stationary source.

In accordance with Chapter 80, Article 8 of the Virginia Code, a notice of this hearing was published in The New Kent/Charles City Chronicle newspaper on January 31, 2019.  This proceeding is required to be advertised and open to public comment, which is the purpose of this hearing tonight.

The public comment period will extend until close of business – Wednesday, March 20, 2019.  During this period (from this evening to that point), the Department of Environmental Quality will continue accepting comments on the proposed draft permit.

This public hearing serves the purpose of receiving statements and recording the position of the organization you represent or your own personal view on the subject under consideration.  All written statements filed with the hearing officer today become part of the official record whether they are read in their entirety in the public hearing or summarized orally.  Testimony will be received today only on the subject of this hearing.  Because this is not an adversarial proceeding as in a court of law, statements need not be sworn nor is there a cross-examination.  Debates between individual speakers will be ruled out of order and will not be included in the official record.

At this hearing, public comments are encouraged on the technical merits of the draft permit.  

In order to be recognized to speak on this project, you must sign the official register that is located in front of James Kyle who will be assisting us with this recording.  

I invite anyone who wishes to speak at this hearing but has not yet registered, to sign the Official Register at this time.

(Pause) 

You will be called to come forward and speak one person at a time and in the order that’s written on the Official Register for this Public Hearing.  Please speak clearly so your comments can be accurately and completely recorded into the official record of this hearing.  All comments are to be directed to me.  You are requested to give your full name and mailing address prior to providing your comments.  This will enable the Department to provide you with a written response to your verbal comments.  You are requested to limit your comment period to a maximum of 3 minutes in order to ensure that all who are present and desire to speak will be allowed an opportunity to do so.

I am the permit writer for this project and the person who is designated as the Department’s contact for this project.  My business cards are in the back.  Comments on the draft permit that are made after the hearing today, should be in writing and addressed to me at the Piedmont Office.  E-mail comments will also be accepted, my email address is on the card.  E-mail comments must include the full name and mailing address of the person commenting.

Technical questions presented at this hearing, which are specific to this project, will be responded to in writing by DEQ.  These types of questions typically require additional evaluation of the application and the draft permit to ensure that no details are missed and to consider all the relevant issues.  Therefore, to ensure that only accurate responses to those technical questions are given, verbal responses to your technical questions will not be provided tonight.

After the comment period, the DEQ staff will consider all verbal and written comments received and will then determine if the permit is to be issued to Chickahominy, as proposed.

Elected state and local officials will be allowed to speak first.  Are there any elected officials who would like to come forward and speak? (Pause)…..OK…

Alison Sinclair:  Yes?

Gentleman in the audience:  I’ve got just one little technicality….

Alison Sinclair:  Sure

Gentleman: In the heading (of the briefing statement) you indicated that this was the Charles City School Board Auditorium, this is not the Charles City School Board Auditorium, this is the Charles City Government Building.  The School Board Auditorium is at the High School. Just a technicality.

Alison Sinclair:  Oh, phooey, OK.  That’s a good point.  Alright, thank you very much.  For future reference.

(Alison gets the sign in sheet from James)

The Official Register indicates that there are three persons that wish to speak on the record at this time.

The first person on the list is Ms. Mary Finley-Brown…Brook, I’m sorry.  Please state your name, mailing address. The podium is yours.

Mary Finley-Brook:  That’s Mary Finley-Brook, my address 2113 Jarman Lane, North Chesterfield, Virginia 23235.  My time to start?  I teach environmental studies at the University of Richmond.  My area of specialty is sustainable energy development. 

I am speaking in opposition to this permit and I am going to do that for a number of reasons.  The first one, this is a large combined gas cycle plant.  It is 1,650 MW.  That’s significant size.  The emissions are also significant.  So the modeling report talks about our NOx so we’re certainly worried about that as a major emitting source.  That’s something that’s really clearly regulated and is of great concern, the numbers here are quite large.  The carbon monoxide is high.  The volatile organic compounds, especially with the Mitsubishi motor, the turbines, which it sounds like that’s what it will be, are quite high.  Particulate matter, there’s concern that for vulnerable populations, people with asthma, that any level of particulate matter is actually problematic and that is at significant level.  Sulfuric acid perhaps leading to acid rain.  Formaldehyde is very high.  

So these emissions are significant, the one actually that concerns me the most would be the greenhouse gas emissions, so the carbon dioxide equivalent.  And so one of the main reasons why I think this permit should be rejected is because we are looking to limit our greenhouse gas emissions from our fossil fuel sector.  So we are going, for example, under the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative and we are thinking about ways to regulate carbon and equivalent greenhouse gas emissions.  So that would be one of the major reasons.

I would also say for environmental justice reasons this is something that needs to be considered very closely. So the census tracts that are overlapping with this plant are 42% people of color and 65% people of color.  There may be concentrations of people of color who are actually even closer to the facility.  If that has not been looked at with the census tract data, that is something that could be masked and really does need to be considered further for making sure that we don’t have a disproportionate impact on marginalized or vulnerable populations.  

On top of that, I am pretty alarmed to hear that the tribe did not find out, and even representatives of the tribe are concerned that the notification that may have happened at the end of January, they weren’t certain that they even received it.  We’re being told that this plant is not being linked to the Chickahominy name but in fact the company says that it was done to honor the tribe so I think it is something that would need to be looked into further whether that is a way to actually honor a tribe and whether that was something you would actually consult the tribal members first.  I don’t believe that they have been consulted adequately in this process.  That would be from the beginning of the knowledge of this plant the tribe should have been brought in and had ability with free prior and informed consent, knowledge of what the impacts are whether this is something that should occur on their land.  

And so those are the main reasons.  I would also suggest that, because of some of the other transmission lines that have been put in recently, this power plant is not necessary for reliability and that with energy efficiency and renewable energy it is even less necessary.  So, for all of those reasons, I would say definitely oppose this.  Under all circumstances, it would need to go for a full review in front of the Air Board.  But, certainly my recommendation would be opposition and my recommendation of that was not listed which was have the whole Air Pollution Control Board give it a full consideration, and particularly looking at citing and environmental justice, and need, and location, and cumulative impacts with other facilities.  

Alison Sinclair:  Thank you very much.  The next person that is signed up to speak is Jef Freeman who represents BALICO.     Please state your name and address.

Jef Freeman:  I have prepared remarks here but I would like to go off script for just a little bit in response to what I just heard.  My name is Joseph Earl Freeman, Jr. I go by Jef, my initials.  I reside at 2315 Hopecrest Drive, in Charlotte, North Carolina 28210.  I am director of development for BALICO and, as such, I am here tonight to represent my company and to offer the official remarks as they pertain to our Chickahominy Power Electric Generation facility.  I’d like to begin by thanking the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality staff at the Piedmont Regional office for their efforts on reviewing our permit application. They have worked tirelessly with our air quality consultant; AECOM, who is here tonight as well, to perform an exhaustive review of all aspects of the project which we believe has confirmed that our project meets the necessary regulatory standards which are protective of the air quality for both Charles City County and Virginia. We appreciate their diligence and work ethic.

Additionally, I would also like to extend a thank you to the administrative and community leadership of Charles City County. We have had many opportunities to interact with them and appreciate their candor with us as we have moved forward with the project's development over the past two and a half years. Through their leadership and guidance, we are convinced that our project is one that will be looked upon as a trusted and valued member of the Charles City County community for many years to come. We appreciate their stewardship.

Finally I would like to express my personal gratitude to our project team. Together we have over 250 years of collective experience in the power generation sector, I know I’m old, but I’m not that old, and most of that experience has actually been in the Commonwealth of Virginia. We have sought out and surrounded ourselves with quality people that share our vision of how to do things the right way. We could not be more pleased and have no doubt that Charles City County will also benefit from the long-term quality represented by our team.

The proposed Chickahominy Power electric generation facility is only possible because of the on-going economic development expansion being enjoyed by Virginia. Our project represents the most advanced and efficient power generation technologies available in the market today. It has been designed to minimize its environmental footprint. The thermal efficiencies offered by the technology are without parallel and enable it to provide base load energy with as low an emission profile as can be achieved today. We are also proud of the fact that the facility has been designed with air cooling technology that reduces to the absolute minimum the use of water in recognition of the regions concerns for its water resources.  

As a result of all of these things and many others, it is our strong belief that the Chickahominy Power project will become a valued and valuable electric resource and a vital component of a broad range of supply options demanded by today's environmentally conscious society.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Now here I’d like to just go off script just a moment in response to the discussion and concern for the Chickahominy tribe.  I want to go on record to say that we have been in dialogue with the Chickahominy tribe, and Chief Adkins in particular, for the past two years, two and a half years.  So we have met with him as recently as a week and a half ago where we spent time with him to bring him completely up to speed as to what the project is all about.  So I guess I take exception to the fact that the perception is being positioned that we are taking advantage of anything.  That is as far from the truth as possible.  Thank you very much.

Alison Sinclair:  You can submit written comments if you wish to.  Thank you. And the next person on the list is Mr. Steve Fuhrmann.  Please state your name and address.

Steve Fuhrmann:  First let me say thanks to DEQ for an unplanned hour and three-quarter question and answer session.  I thought that was probably the most helpful part of all of this and I would encourage you to have a much longer session in the future for questions and answers.  Anyway, I really appreciate it.

My concern about this plant is that with three plants, two of which are gas-powered plants, which, as I look at it, will have the potential to provide 20% of the power for all the homes in Virginia concentrated in a very, very small area in Charles City.  And the great concern is the amount of pollution that is going to come out of these plants.  We already have a higher incidence than normal of both COPD and asthma in this county and any additions to our polluted atmosphere, or potentially pollutants in our atmosphere, is of great concern, and should be a great concern to our county.  

Specifically what I would like to request is that whatever pollution control technologies are available to be placed on these plants, well this one in particular since the second one is already licensed, be placed there, even if they would be slightly more costly than is required by federal EPA or DEQ requirements.  Because we simply cannot have more pollutants of any type in our county.  And, in general, of course, the multi-millions of tons of CO2 that will come out of these plants should be of concern to all of us.

My second specific request, though, is that we have additional monitoring.  As was mentioned earlier, we only have one monitoring station and most of the pollution from these plants is unlikely to come in the direction where that monitoring station is located.  So I’d like to request that we have additional monitoring to be sure that, well hopefully be sure that, we are not getting additional pollution, but that if we are, at least we know what is coming.  Thank you very much for holding this, and particularly for the excellent answers that were given to the numerous questions.  Thanks.   Oops, did I state my name?  I’m sorry.  Steve Fuhrmann, 3400 Adkins Road, Providence Forge, 23140, as a citizen of the county.

Alison Sinclair:  Thank you very much.  That’s all I have on my list. 

If there anyone else that wishes to have his or her comments entered into the official record, please come forward at this time….

Let the record of this preceding show that there are no other persons present that wish to comment at this time.  As all comments have been made and all statements and questions received and entered into the record and there is no one else who wishes to speak at this time; I hereby declare that this hearing is adjourned as of 7:39pm.

Thank you all very much for coming and have a safe trip.  Don’t forget we are still collecting written comments if you feel motivated to do so.  Thank you very much.
