· Branching Out

January 13, 2012
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
The next TREE meeting will be at the Northumberland County Library on January 30 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and will feature marketing and educating in the 21st century using social media, pod casts, QR codes, and much more.  We have the room until 2 p.m.  Please bring a lunch and a friend to the meeting.

We need some program ideas and meeting places for the upcoming year.  Please send your ideas to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Local Events:
Early Inhabitants of the Northern Neck 

Belle Isle State Park, Saturday, January 28, 1-2 p.m.
People lived in the Northern Neck area for 10,000 years before European contact. This lecture will discuss the ancient people of the area through the local Virginia Indian groups that were described by John Smith. Some replica artifacts will be available for study.
Workshop: Winter Plant Identification in the Coastal Region -- January 20, 2012 (9:00 am – 3:00 pm) -- Catlett/Burruss Research and Education Laboratory, Virginia Institute of Marine Science -- Includes a classroom session in the morning, with a hands-on laboratory exercise in the afternoon.  Space is limited and registration is required. For more information and a registration form, contact Tara Fisher, Environmental Specialist I, Department of Public Works at (757) 382-6206 or tfisher@cityofchesapeake.net or Sandra Erdle, Coastal Training Program Coordinator, Chesapeake Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve in Virginia, Virginia Institute of Marine Science at (804) 684-7144 or syerdle@vims.edu. Sponsored by the Virginia Association of Wetland Professionals (VAWP) and the Chesapeake Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve (CBNERR). 
Other Events:
High School Internships for Rising Seniors - Virginia

The Marine Science Consortium offers the Coastal Education and Leadership Program, Sea S.T.A.R. (Students Teaching And Researching), for rising high school seniors, June 17-August 12, 2012 on Wallops Island, Virginia.  This internship allows students to gain experience in an environmental education program while researching a marine science project that interests them.  The deadline for application is January 16, 2012.  

http://msconsortium.org/#/highschoolstudentinternship/4546405256    

 

MAEOE (Maryland Association for Environmental and Outdoor Education)

See www.maeoe.orgto for information and to register for the MAEOE conference!

Make your hotel reservations for February 9-12, 2012  Clarion Fountainebleau Resort.  Mention MAEOE Conference to get discounted rates (through January 9th)

Register for the Thursday Professional Development Institute - Hosted by University of Maryland Extension - Led by University Faculty - University of Maryland Eastern Shore and the Friday workshops through the non-standard registration platform.

Questions: email   conference@maeoe.org or call the hotline (443) 824-1953 (see MAEOE website for hours)

Virginia Rural Water Association's Annual Exposition and Conference – April 1-4, 2012 – Hotel Roanoke and Conference Center, Roanoke, Va.  Conference  includes  classes covering topics in water, wastewater, groundwater, source water and management.  Offers networking opportunities and Continuing Professional Education credits.  For more information, see www.vrwa.org.  Website includes call for presenters, draft agenda, exhibitor registration, and much more.  

*******************

Mark Your Calendar: Virginia Association of Wetland Professionals Spring Meeting -- May 11, 2012 -- Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens, Richmond, VA – More information will be posted on the organization’s website at http://vawp.org/index.html.  Contact Tara Fisher, Environmental Specialist I, Department of Public Works at (757) 382-6206 or tfisher@cityofchesapeake.net if you have questions. 

Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

Invasive Species Compendium
The Invasive Species Compendium (Beta) contains datasheets on over 1500 invasive species and animal diseases. The website offers a developing encyclopedic resource containing datasheets on invasive species and animal diseases; basic datasheets on further species, countries, habitats and pathways; bibliographic database of over 65,000 records (updated weekly); and full text documents (updated weekly). Additional resources include identification keys, an image library, and more. http://www.cabi.org/isc/default.aspx?site=144&page=4066   

 

Project Learning Tree Releases New High School Curriculum
Nine activities in PLT's Exploring Environmental Issues: Focus on Forests teach students about forest health, watersheds, climate change, who owns America's forests, and more. The 176-page guide integrates teaching about forests into a multitude of subject areas using hands-on classroom studies and outdoor field investigations. High school educators and junior college professors can obtain a copy of PLT's Exploring Environmental Issues: Focus on Forests curriculum by attending a PLT professional development workshop in their area. PLT's 50-state network trains more than 30,000 PreK-12 educators every year through 1,500 workshops held across the country. http://www.plt.org/focus-on-forests  

People Out of Touch with Nature, Warns Sir David Attenborough
The Guardian - December 01, 2011
By Press Association

People in towns and cities are losing touch with the "realities of the natural world", which is putting the future of the planet at risk, Sir David Attenborough has warned. The veteran wildlife presenter said due to rapid urbanisation over the past 60 years, a growing number of people were not regularly coming into contact with the natural world. In an interview with Eureka magazine, published by the Times, he said: "We have a huge moral responsibility towards the rest of the planet. A hundred years ago people certainly had that ... They were aware of the seasons and aware... Read article http://www.guardian.co.uk/tv-and-radio/2011/dec/01/nature-urbanisation-david-attenborough?INTCMP=SRCH 

For more great articles from the Child and Nature Network, http://us1.campaign-archive1.com/?u=84bc8aed7ef3c95d84fa1e04b&id=a64c97430d&e=fc7f43f40a   

New Classroom Action Guide Asks "What’s On Your Fork?"

Does what you eat really have impact on our planet? Could mealtime choices actually help promote clean drinking water? What’s On Your Fork? is a new, free downloadable action guide and collection of supplementary educational tools from EarthEcho International designed to help educators and students explore the environmental and community impact of daily food choices. This new resource is part of EarthEcho’s Water Planet Challenge, a Web-based interactive program exploring a myriad of topics that engage and empower middle and high school-aged youth to design, create, and implement service-learning projects in their communities. Rich in academic connections, the What’s On Your Fork? step-by-step action guide includes stimulating content, student organizers for discussions and planning, and examples of youth taking action.

Visit the Web site to learn more about NEA Foundation Water Planet Challenge educator grants and an upcoming What’s On Your Fork? Webinar hosted by Philippe Cousteau, Jr. 
http://www.WaterPlanetChallenge.org 

New Mobile Game from ARKive

"Survival" is a free, quick-fire mobile game to raise awareness about the world’s most endangered animals. Immersive, interactive, and educational, "Survival" is a great way to encourage children's curiosity for the natural world. At home, in the classroom or on-the-go, kids and adults alike will have a whale of a time as they race against the clock to tap, pinch, drag, scroll, and swipe their way through a series of mini-games whilst learning about the world’s endangered species http://www.arkive.org/apps/survival 

Educational Opportunities:

2012 Earth Expeditions Global Field Courses

Applications are being accepted for 2012 summer/fall graduate field courses and the Global Field Program Master’s degree offering international studies in 11 countries throughout Africa, Asia, Australia, and the Americas. Offered by Miami University’s Project Dragonfly, the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden, and partners worldwide, the GFP Master’s degree brings together graduate students, scientists, educators, and community leaders at critical field sites across the planet. Sites for 2012 include the Amazon, Australia, Baja, Belize, Borneo, Costa Rica, Guyana, Kenya, Mongolia, Namibia, and Thailand. Tuition for seven graduate credits and all basic in-country expenses are covered in the $1,290 course costs. Accepted students are responsible for airfare.

· Earth Expeditions: www.EarthExpeditions.org
· Global Field Program: www.MastersGFP.org

Earn Your Master of Environmental Management Degree Online 

Create an environmental vision for tomorrow at the Nicholas School of the Environment at Duke while maintaining a commitment to your employer and family! The Duke Environmental Leadership Program is an innovative, two-year online Master of Environmental Management degree, with strategically integrated intensive on-campus visits. The program is designed for working, mid-career environmental professionals and features interdisciplinary and global themes, strategic approaches to environmental management, and effective leadership development. Learn more at an information session. http://www.nicholas.duke.edu/delinfo 

Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
2012 Racial/Ethnic Minority Graduate Scholarship

Application Deadline: February 3, 2012
The Society for the Study of Social Problems (SSSP) is soliciting applications for the 2012 Racial/Ethnic Minority Graduate Scholarship. Persons identified as Black/African American, Hispanic/Latino, Asian/Asian-American, Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander, or American Indian, or Alaska Native and accepted into an accredited doctoral program in any one of the social and/or behavioral sciences are invited to apply for the $12,000 Racial/Ethnic Minority Graduate Scholarship. Applicants will be notified of the results by July 16, 2012. All applicants must be a current member and a citizen or permanent resident of the United States when applying. Contact Chair Tyrone Forman with all questions at tyforman@stanford.edu.  http://www.sssp1.org 

Request for Proposals: Chesapeake Bay Trust -- Applications due in February and March 2012 -- Visit www.cbtrust.org (grants) for additional information and the full Requests for Proposals.  Visit www.cbtrustgrants.org to apply.  For more information, contact Jana L. D. Davis, Ph. D., Associate Executive Director, Chesapeake Bay Trust; (410) 974-2941 x101; jdavis@cbtrust.org
-- Living Shoreline Grant Program: Submit pre-proposals using the Online Grants System by 5:00 pm on February 17, 2012.  Applicants with ideas for living shoreline sites, both eroding sites in need of shoreline protection and currently armored sites to be retrofitted with living shorelines, are encouraged to contact the Trust to discuss the application process. Proposals will be accepted for Maryland, Virginia, and Washington D.C. projects.  Both design and implementation requests will be considered.  Projects will generally be less than $100,000. Sponsored by the Chesapeake Bay Trust, NOAA Restoration Center, Maryland Department of the Environment, and the Maryland Department of Natural Resources. 

 

-- Green Streets Green Jobs Grant Program:  Submit proposals using the Online Grants System by 5:00pm on March 9, 2012.  Apply for design projects (less than $35,000) or implementation projects (less than $100,000). Proposals will be accepted for projects in the MD, VA, PA, DE, and DC portions of the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  Sponsored by the Chesapeake Bay Trust, U.S. EPA ,and the Maryland Department of Natural Resources. 

-- Pioneer Grant Program: Submit proposals using the Online Grants System by 5:00 pm on March 16, 2012.  Projects should advance innovative ideas to improve water quality in the Chesapeake Bay.  Ideas in all areas – agriculture, stormwater, septic, and more – will be considered.  Projects can focus on development of new ideas, evaluation of best management practices, demonstration-scale evaluation of new ideas, economic analysis of new ideas, or delivery of new ideas to users.    Awards will generally be less than $100,000.
NEEF Announces Planet Connect Student Grants for High Schoolers

Environmental solutions for the future can begin with you! Whether you’re in a city, rural area or a suburb, wildlife is all around you. In many places, wildlife faces challenges. Are you a high school student with a creative idea for conserving and protecting wildlife and its habitat in your community? Planet Connect is offering high school students grants of $1,000 to implement their problem-solving projects and participate in a local internship focused on wildlife conservation. Wildlife conservation issues exist all around us—and so do opportunities to address these issues. Start paying attention to changes happening in your community and… [>] Read the article
Jobs
Summer Positions at Belle Isle State Park

Summer Interpreter up to 40 hours per week from May through October. (Weekends in September and October.)  Work in the great outdoors leading guided hikes, children’s programs, canoe programs, and other activities.  Weekends and holidays are required. $9.75 per hour.
AmeriCorps member works 675 hours from April through September.  $500 stipend per month and educational grants for college or to repay college loans. Weekends and holidays are required.

Both positions are hiring now.  Contact Charlene Talcott at (804) 462-5030 for more information.
Volunteer Opportunities
Recruitment for the Virginia State Parks Youth Corps (VSPYC) has begun.  Youth crews will consist of approximately 10 young people, ages 14-17 from diverse backgrounds, and three crew supervisors, college-age or older.  This team of young people will live in the park in a structured program of work and learning closely supervised by professional park staff and committed adult volunteers.  By day, the crews carry out priority park development and environmental/cultural projects, and after hours they take part in planned environmental education, team-building, worklife or job readiness training and recreational activities.  

Youth participants receive a program completion stipend of $500. Crew 
Supervisors will receive a $1,800 at the end of the three weeks program. A set fee of $350.00 will be provided to cover transportation cost to any required training and travel to and from the park(s) of assignment.

In 2008, DCR's Virginia State Park Youth Conservation Corps Program was presented with the Governor’s Award for Volunteerism and Community Service as the most Outstanding Youth Organization in the Commonwealth. Likewise, in 2010 the program was honored with the U S Department of the Interior's Most Outstanding State Volunteer program in the nation award . The Take Pride in America award cited the YCC's "... outstanding commitment to the stewardship of America's public lands and natural and cultural resources."

Please visit: http://bit.ly/vspycc  to apply. All applicants will need the e-mail address of two professional references. 

Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov [image: image1.jpg]D
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