RAMSEYSDRAFT
Boundary Description

Ramseys Draft in Augusta County from its headwaters (which includes Right and Left
Prong Ramseys Draft) downstream to the Wilderness Area boundary for atotal distance of
approximately 7.4 miles.

Observations

On October 29, 2002, a site visit to the nominated segment of Ramseys Draft in Augusta
County was conducted by David C. Whitehurst as required by DEQ Exceptional Waters
guidance. The nominated segment of Ramseys Draft is contained entirely within the Ramseys
Draft Wilderness Areain the George Washington National Forest. Approximately two miles of
the lower portion were observed and further progress was discouraged due to high water and
hazardous fording conditions as a result of recent rainfall events.

Long, relatively
straight runs with the
occasional riffle or pool
characterize the
morphology of the first
mile upstream of the
lower boundary of the
nominated segment.
Here, the substrate is
composed of mostly
cobble and pebble with
intermittent areas of
bedrock outcroppings
when the stream
meanders up against the
wall of the stream
valley.

After the first mile, the
gradient increases somewhat and the
stream tends to narrow and plunge
pools become more frequent. The
tree canopy almost completely
covers the stream at this point and
eventualy, farther upstream;
coverage is total aong most of the
stream. Large, mature hemlocks
predominate in many areas.



