BOTTOM CREEK

Boundary Description

Bottom Creek in Montgomery & Roanoke Counties from its confluence with Big Laurel Creek
downstream to its confluence with Goose Creek to form the South Fork of the Roanoke River for atota
distance of approximately 7.5 miles.

(Boundary was altered during rulemaking and is as follows:

Bottom Creek in Montgomery County and Roanoke County from Route 669 (Patterson Drive) downstream to the last
property boundary of the Nature Conservancy on the southern side of the creek.)

Observations

On October 24, 2002, a site visit to various points aong the nominated segment of Bottom Creek
in Roanoke and Montgomery Counties was conducted by David C. Whitehurst as required by DEQ
Exceptional Waters guidance. This summary of the site visit will provide a summary of observationsin
terms of the Lower (from the confluence with Goose Creek upstream approximately one mile) and the
Gorge (that portion within Nature Conservancy property). Unfortunately, DEQ staff was unable to access
that part of Bottom Creek upstream of the Nature Conservancy property due to private landowner
constraints.

Although the land on both sides of the Lower Bottom Creek is privately owned, the creek was
easily viewed from aroad, which paralleled it for approximately one mile. The creek and its surroundings
in this segment are aesthetically pleasing and what one may refer to as "pastoral" with about 60 percent
being agricultura (cattle) and the remainder a mix of what appeared to be vacation homes and year-round
dwellings. The stream has a : ~
well-established buffer zone on
both sides and no livestock
appeared to have access to the
Stream.

Though the creek in this
portion was not what one would
consider a high gradient, flow
was relatively quick. Cobble and
pebble dominated the substrate
of Bottom Creek in the vicinity
of the confluence with Goose
Creek and the streambed was : : 3
rather straight and wide with minima meander. Moving upstream the substrate becomes Iarger Wlth
boulder and cobble being predominant and at the uppermost-observed reach within this segment the




