National Parks Conservation Association”
Protecting Qur National Parks for Future Generations®

February 21, 2008

Richard D. Langford, Chairman
State Air Pollution Control Board
1106 Horseshoe Lane
Blacksburg, Virginia 24060

David K. Paylor, Director

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
629 East Main Street

Richmond, Virginia 23219

RE: Draft Prevention of Significant Deterioration Permit to Construct the
Virginia City Hybrid Energy Center in Wise County

Dear Chairman Langford and Director Paylor;

It has come to the attention of the National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA)' that
the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has not completed analyses

. required under the Clean Air Act (CAA) or provided adequate opportunity for public
comment in processing Virginia Electric Power Company’s air permit for the proposed
Virginia City Hybrid Energy Center in Wise County (VCHEC). Given the critical
importance of these requirements, and their role in protecting public health, the
environment and air quality in our National Parks, we hereby petition the State Air
Pollution Control Board (Air Board) and the DEQ to suspend processing the VCHEC Plant
application until the consultation and public notice required by law have occurred.

In order to obtain a prevention of significant deterioration (PSD) permit from the Air Board,
an applicant such as Virginia Electric Power must establish that emissions from its proposed
facility “will not cause, or contribute to, air pollution in excess of any... maximum allowable
increase... for any pollutant.” CAA §165 (a)(3). This requirement is among many designed
“to preserve, protect, and enhance the air quality in national parks....” CAA §160(2).

The Air Board and DEQ must also allow interested parties to present “alternatives” to the
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proposed source,” as well as “control technology requirements and other appropriate

! Since 1919, the nonpattisan, nonprofit National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA) has been the
leading voice of the American people in protecring and enhancing our National Park System. NPCA, its
membets, and partners work together to protect the park system and preserve our nation’s natural, historical,
and cultural heritage for generations to come. NPCA is headquartered in Washington, DC and has over
330,000 members nationwide, including nearly 12,000 in Virginia.






