Funding Sources for voluntary wetland and stream restoration projects
DEQ presents the following links for informational purposes only.  DEQ makes no guarantee of the availability of funds or the applicability of your project to any of the funding sources.  The funding sources below may be good resources for water-related projects.  Interested parties should contact the funding partners directly.

FishAmerica Foundation: http://www.fishamerica.org/grants/
Marine and Anadromous Sportfish Habitat Restoration Grants
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Grants
Conservation Grants
Fisheries Research Grants

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP): http://www.va.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/#onservation Reserve Enhancement Program - CREP
CREP protects environmentally sensitive areas and improves water quality by restoring degraded wetlands and establishing vegetative buffers along streams and other eligible water bodies.

Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP): http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/ 
EQIP provides a voluntary conservation program for farmers, ranchers and owners of private, non-industrial forest land that promotes agricultural production, forest management and environmental quality as compatible national goals. EQIP offers financial and technical help to assist eligible producers install or implement conservation practices on eligible agricultural land.


Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP): http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/whip/ 
The Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) is a voluntary program for conservation-minded landowners who want to develop and improve wildlife habitat on agricultural land, nonindustrial private forest land, and Tribal land. 

Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP): http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/wrp/
The Wetlands Reserve Program is a voluntary program offering landowners the opportunity to protect, restore, and enhance wetlands on their property.  The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides technical and financial support to help landowners with their wetland restoration efforts.  The NRCS goal is to achieve the greatest wetland functions and values, along with optimum wildlife habitat, on every acre enrolled in the program.  This program offers landowners an opportunity to establish long-term conservation and wildlife practices and protection.
Environmental Protection Agency – sponsored grants: http://www.epa.gov/epahome/grants.htm
EPA provides many grant opportunities for environmental improvement projects. 

Virginia Environmental Endowment: http://www.vee.org/
The mission of Virginia Environmental Endowment is to improve the quality of the environment by using its capital to encourage all sectors to work together to prevent pollution, conserve natural resources, and promote environmental literacy.   Grant making priorities in the Virginia Program are focused on water quality research and monitoring of water quality conditions; land and open space conservation; Chesapeake Bay fisheries conservation, research, and education; and environmental education.  Although accorded a national scope by our charter, the Endowment currently limits awards to eligible nonprofit organizations for programs conducted in the state of Virginia and in the Kanawha and Ohio River Valleys of Kentucky and West Virginia.

Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) – Office of Land Conservation: http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/land_conservation/index.shtml
DCR Office of Land Conservation assists citizens and organizations with land conservation options including land preservation tax credit information.

DGIF Landowner Incentive Program: http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/habitat/lip/
LIP is a federal grant program funded by US Fish and Wildlife Service. LIP is a grant-based voluntary cost-share program administered by VDGIF. LIP provides 75% cost share to landowners willing to install and maintain stream restoration and riparian buffer projects on their property for at least 10 years. 


Virginia Conservation Reserve Program: http://www.va.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/#Conservation Reserve Program – CRP 
CRP provides cost share for conservation practices. 


