Extending setbacks from occupied dwellings and property lines 

Landowners or residents in the vicinity of a biosolids land application site may have the setbacks increased to up to 200 feet from their property line and up to 400 feet from their occupied dwelling upon request from their physician based on medical reasons.  In order for an extended setback request to be granted, the request must be submitted to DEQ in writing on the Request for Extended Setback from Biosolids Land Application Field form.  

Internet address for form: http://leg5.state.va.us/reg_agent/frmView.aspx?Viewid=4959f004503~2&typ=40&actno=004503&mime=application/pdf

In order to ensure the extended setback is implemented during future land application events, the signed request must be submitted to the DEQ regional office at least 48 hours prior to the start of land application activity on the field that would be affected by the setback.  If the land applier has posted signs at the site, land application activities may begin no sooner than 5 business days after the posting.

If the resident, landowner or their physician feels that setbacks of 400 feet from the resident or landowner’s home and/or 200 feet from the resident or property owner’s property line are not adequate; the resident, landowner, or their physician may request further evaluation from the Virginia Department of Health (VDH).  In order to make such a request, the resident, landowner or their physician will need to contact the VDH local health district director for their area. Information on the local health districts, by county, including a list of the district directors is available at http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/lhd/.  Upon receipt of this request, the local health district director may consult with an ad-hoc VDH Biosolids Medical Review Committee to determine if greater setbacks or other special conditions are warranted. 
