
TMDL Development for PCBs 

Point Source 

The TMDL will calculate the total amount of PCBs in the New River 

Watershed and assess “allocations” for sources. 

“Trigger” fish 

These fish (right to left), common carp, channel catfish, and smallmouth bass 

are all susceptible to accumulation of PCBs in their tissues.  In the New River Watershed, 

these fish were found to have elevated levels of PCBs and “triggered” this TMDL project. 

State biologists use sampling techniques like this electrofishing rig to collect fish to 

examine the ecological health of fish communities and to get tissue samples that 

are tested in the lab to determine if the fish have “bioaccumulated” harmful levels 

of chemicals like PCBs.  With this information, the state may designate some 

streams, rivers, and lakes that contain fish with high levels of harmful chemicals as 

unsafe for fish consumption and require that a TMDL plan be implemented to 

improve water quality and make the fish safer to eat again. 

The goal of the TMDL is to reduce the existing condition of higher levels of PCBs in 

the water to a safe level.  The safe level is illustrated here as the TMDL end point—

Virginia’s standard for PCBS. 


