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" Livable Roanoke Valley
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Partnership for a Livable Roanoke Valley (Livable
Roanoke Valley) in 2011 to address quality of life
challenges and plan for a better future

two-year long, grant funded, process to engage
regional stakeholders and community in a process to
articulate a vision, principles and goals, and to develop
a strategic action plan to realize our vision for a
“Livable Roanoke Valley”

livableroanoke.org
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~ Telephone Survey Response Ranking

Conducted by Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University (Virginia Tech) Center for Survey Research

surveyed 1,030 citizens in the Roanoke Valley in late
summer 2012 regarding their opinions on 13 areas of
livability, such as transportation, health care, land
usage, and fire and police services.

Top Priority
Somewhat of a Priority
A Low Priority

Not a Priority
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Figure 4. Percentage of Respondents Rating Broad Regional Aspect as
“Top Priority”

Economic dev., job creation, keeping jobs in area
Clean water and air

Preventive health care and lowering health care...
Educational options and academic performance
Fire and police services
Energy efficiency and local energy sources
Affordable and accessible housing
Transportation options and efficiency
Bringing people together for a sense of community
Land development in existing communities

Local arts and culture
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~—— Figure 15. Percentage of Respondents Rating Environment Areas as ‘Top Priority’

Pay more for the preservation of clean
water

Preserving scenic vistas and views of
the mountains
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Beautification of public spaces
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—— Figure 13. Percentage of Respondents Rating Land Usage Areas as ‘Top Priority’
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~—— Figure 15. Percentage of Respondents Rating Environment Areas as ‘Top Priority’
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Figure 16. Percentage of Respondents Rating Jobs and Economic Development

Areas as ‘Top Priority’

Preservation of existing jobs and a
stable population in the area

Bringing jobs and population growth to
the area

Providing job training to citizens

Increasing manufacturing jobs in the
area

Promoting local tourism attractions
and outdoor recreation

Making the area attractive as a
retirement destination
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Cultivate and market outdoor
and cultural amenities

* Enhance sports tournaments infrastructure.
* Package and sell current outdoor amenities.
* Create outdoor ambassadors.

* Create a premier outdoor adventure destination.
* Provide more unique accommodations.

* Advance arts and culture.




Improve air and water quality

* Develop a stormwater banking system.

* Increase alternative transportation options and
regional connectivity.

* Restore and maintain stream buffers.




Preserve scenic and rural land

* Protect ridgetops, viewsheds, and critical rural lands.

* Encourage infill and redevelopment.




ﬂ Broaden wellness support services

* Address obesity.

* Reduce risky behaviors in youth.

* Identify wellness funding and other resources.

* Promote active living.
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“What is a blueway?

A blueway is a navigable waterway with sufficient capacity (flow,
depth, and width) for successful progress of canoes, kayaks, and
other non-motorized vessels; and with sufficient access and
amenities to facilitate other recreational uses of the waterway
(tubing, fishing, wildlife viewing, wading, watershed awareness,
etc.)

often used interchangeably with water trail, float trail, or paddle
trail

Roanoke River Blueway is cited in the 2013 (and
previous)Virginia Outdoors Plan (VOP), 2007 Update to the
Roanoke Valley Greenways Conceptual Plan, and other
documents



Roanoke River Blueway

East Montgomery County Park (South Fork Roanoke River)
to Smith Mountain Lake (DGIF Hardy Ford boating access
at Hardy Road/634)

approximately 45 river miles; 15 designated access points

flows through or borders 7 separate jurisdictions - cities of
Roanoke and Salem, counties of Montgomery, Roanoke,
Bedford, and Franklin, and Town of Vinton

includes sections of the South Fork Roanoke River, Roanoke
River, Tinker Creek, and Back Creek

flatwater, rapids (class I & II), and lake
urban and backcountry settings
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/Opportunities

numerous float options — duration, setting, access
access to other natural and cultural amenities

marketing of outdoor amenities in the region (CVB, RoanokeOutside,
etc.)

Explore Park, Back Creek, North/South Roanoke Rivers
additional services - outfitters, shuttle services, etc.
grant opportunities

access improvements and/or additional access points
in-kind services / sponsorship

watershed education and outreach

coordination/piggybacking with Roanoke River Greenway - $12.8 million
in RSTP funds awarded for completion from Greenhill Park to Blue Ridge
Parkway
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Visit RVARC.ORG/BLUEWAY for an interactive map and links to the current USGS Water and Streamflow data



- Progress

website - www.roanokeriverblueway.org
mapping (interactive and printable)

Roanoke River Blueway Stakeholder Committee
Roanoke River Greenway

media coverage

stakeholder interest



Roanoke River Blueway
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Welcome to the Roanoke River Blueway
Reanek
The Roanoke River Blueway offers a umigue combination of urban, front country, and back 66°F
country recreation opportunities in the upper Roanoke River watershed, Enjoy canoeing.
kayaking. fishing, tubing. wading, wildlife viewing. and watershed education — with
comvenient access to other outdoor and cultural amenities in Virginia's Blue Ridge.

'i Find Us On Facebook
E Reanoke River Rueway
Jevin e i

Explore the Roanoke River Blueway Stay Connected
Interactive Map Follow Us
Facebook
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~ Stakeholder Committee

City of Roanoke

City of Salem
Franklin County
Montgomery County
Roanoke County
Town of Vinton

Roanoke Valley Alleghany-
Regional Commission

Roanoke Valley Greenways
National Park Service
Back Country Ski & Sport
Clean Valley Council

RoanokeQOutside.com

Roanoke Mountain
Adventures

Float Fishermen of
Virginia

Friends of the Rivers of
Virginia

Friends of the Blue Ridge
Parkway

Upper Roanoke River
Roundtable

Creek Freak Paddlers of
Franklin County VA
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/Challenges

streamflow significantly impacts Blueway use (floatability,
fishing, water quality, safety, etc.)

streamflow varies considerably based primarily on
meteorological events and to a lesser extent on seasonality

impediments/barriers — low water bridges, Niagara Dam

limited on ground blueway related (and oriented) information,
signage, wayfinding, etc.

limited overnight camping
awareness of blueway opportunities (locals and visitors)
water quality and recreational use issues (real and perceived)

others?
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‘Next Steps

Roanoke River Blueway website and Facebook updates

continue to convene the Roanoke River Blueway
Stakeholder Committee to guide Blueway development
and promotion

assist local governments in development of Blueway-
related amenities and activities

seek funding and related assistance for blueway efforts
(in-kind, pro-bono, sponsorship, grants, special events)
signage, website, mapping, promotion, access
improvements, etc.



- Questions or Comments?

Shane Sawyer, Regional Planner III
Roanoke Valley-Alleghany Regional Commission

phone: 540.343.4417
Email: ssawyer@rvarc.org

www.roanokeriverblueway.org
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