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Virginia Green Application 
Green Events 
www.deq.virginia.gov/p2/virginiagreen/events.html  
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
“Events” are a major contributor to Virginia’s tourism industry. Like other tourist attractions, events can 
be thoughtfully planned in order to minimize environmental impacts and help increase environmental 
awareness. “Greening” your event helps set a great example for your participants and will cast a 
positive light on your sponsors. Moreover, all of your participants will appreciate your efforts and will 
hopefully return for the next green event!    
 
Use this as a Virginia Green Application Preview:  
This is a preview of the online application.  Take a few minutes to go through the items on this 
checklist and indicate any of the methods that you are already utilizing. You can then use the 
information you gather in this checklist to apply online to become a Virginia Green Attraction.  
Instructions for submitting the online application are included at the end of this Application Preview. 
 
Core Activities are the minimum requirements for Virginia Green. All events applying to be accepted 
into the program must indicate that they meet these general requirements. Only those applicants that 
provide additional detail below will be considered for the program. Make sure that any grey text field 
that is marked (required for Virginia Green)         is filled in or your application will not be 
approved.   
 
We Pledge that we: (click or mark (X) the box next to the techniques that your facility uses)   
 
 

 Recycle. Events must provide recycling for its participants. Recycling should be highly visible and made 
available to the public with clear signage. 

 Minimize the use of disposable food service products. Your event is required to minimize the use 
of disposable food service products and maximize the use of food service products that are recyclable or 
compostable. When disposable food service items are used, you are encouraged to use products that are made 
from bio-based or renewable resources, and to provide for the collection / recycling / composting of food service 
items disposed of at the event.  

 Printed Materials. Recycled-content, soy-based inks, and 2-sided copies – and quantities should be 
minimized whenever possible! 

 Waste Reduction. Event planners should make a general commitment to reduce the amount of waste 
generated by their event. See below for more details. 

 Green Signage. Event planners must commit to tell their participants about how green the event is.  Event 
signage should include the Virginia Green logo and list all “green activities” practiced in the planning and 
operation of the event. 

 
Please provide additional detail about your greening activities. These will be included in your facility profile on 
the web. Please pay special attention to any requirements that are highlighted. 
 
Event Recycling – we pledge that we: 

 Have in place clearly marked recycling locations and/or containers. Please check the items that are being 
recycled from your event: (minimum 2 required) 

 Glass bottles 
 Aluminum cans 
 Plastic bottles 
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 Paper 
 Cardboard 
 Composting of food & other compostable items 

 Other actions taken related to recycling:       

Please identify your recycling vendor(s) or service (the company and/or local government that collects your 
recyclables, or the location where you are dropping off your recyclables): (required for Virginia Green) 
      

 
Minimization of disposable food service products– we pledge that we: 

 Do not use any disposable containers, dishware, cutlery, or cups  
     OR 

 Use disposable foodservice items that are made from bio-based, renewable materials (corn, bamboo, potato 
starch, sugarcane, etc.)  

 Use disposable foodservice items that are made with recycled content  
 Use disposable foodservice items that are recyclable (in your area!)  
 Use compostable food service items and direct this material to available composting operations in your area 

Please list the disposable food service products that are used during your event (required for Virginia Green) 
      

 
 

Printed materials – we pledge that we: 
 Use electronic registration, correspondence, and forms instead of paper forms 
 Print brochures and other printed items on recycled content paper,  use soy-based inks, and  print all 

documents double-sided.   
 Purchase/use paper products with 30% or higher recycled-content 

 
 
Solid waste reduction – we pledge that we (minimum of 2 required): 

 Track overall solid waste costs (required for Virginia Green) 
 Chose a location/venue that shares a similar commitment to reducing its environmental impacts and include 

green specifics in contracting. Please provide the “green details” on the venue:       
 
  Food service 

 Donate excess food from events  
 Arrange for the composting of food waste and other compostables  
 Use non-bleached napkins and coffee filters  
 Provide condiments, cream and sugar, etc. in bulk  
 Use water pitchers to minimize the use of single-use bottles 
 Avoid box lunches and serve trays/platters of food instead 

 
Restrooms 

 Have a contract for environmentally-friendly, portable restrooms (www.polyportables.com/products.asp) 
 Purchase recycled-content paper-towels and toilet paper  

 
Logistics 

 Encourage the use of mass-transit and/or carpooling to the event 
 Provide for recycling of boxes and other set-up wastes 
 Reuse or donate shipping and packing supplies (peanuts, bubble wrap, etc.)  
 Purchase from vendors and service providers with a commitment to the environment 
 Other actions taken to reduce solid waste:       

 
 

Green signage at events – we pledge that we (minimum of 2 required): 
 Have a link on our website to the Virginia Green Events webpage 
 Have a green event section on our event’s webpage highlighting all of our green activities 
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 Have signs at the event registration which list all of our green activities 
 Use the Virginia Green logo on signs and on recycling containers 
 Have quantified our greening efforts and will post estimates of the reduced environmental impacts (you could 

use some sort of pollution calculator, such as www.cleanerandgreener.org/resources/pollutioncalculator.htm) 
 Other actions taken related to green signage:       

 
Other Sustainability Actions (such as purchase locally produced products and supplies, purchase organic or 

sustainably grown food, protect/ enhance wildlife habitat on property, educate customers about efforts to 
reduce our environmental impacts, etc.). This statement will be included on your profile.   

 
Here are some resources for specific types of green events: 

 Running - http://runnersworld-greenteam.com/ 
 Conferences & Meetings - http://www.bluegreenmeetings.org/Links.htm 
 Green Festivals - http://greenfestivals.org/ 
 Green Weddings - http://www.greenweddings.net/ 

 

 
 

 
Brief description of event:  Please provide a 1-2 sentence description of the event. This statement will be included on your 
profile.   

 
Your Green Statement: Why are you “greening” your event? Please limit to 2-3 sentences. This 
statement will be included on your profile.   

 

 Logo & 2 Pictures!  Please email us your logo and 2 pictures that you would like for us to include 
in your profile.   

 
 

Virginia Green Event Application Instructions 
 
To become a Virginia Green Event, you must apply through the Virginia.org Administration Tool. 
(Please note: at this time lodging facilities, restaurants, attractions, and events must apply online) 
  
If your event is NOT already listed on Virginia.org 

1. Register for an account with Virginia.org here: http://admin.virginia.org   
After filling in the form you will receive an email confirmation from a VTC Electronic Marketing 
staff member to let you know when your account is activated. This may take up to 1-2 days 

2. Once your account has been activated, log in here: http://admin.virginia.org and add your 
event under the appropriate category.  

3. After filling in the details of your event, go back to the Listings Page, look for the Virginia 
Green logo and click "Apply" to being the application process for Virginia Green.  Avoid using 
multiple tabs when completing the application. 
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4. Check off your green activities on the checklist; these items will also be used to create your 
Virginia Green profile.  

5. You will be notified by email when your Virginia Green application has been accepted. This 
may take 1-2 days after your Virginia Green Application has been submitted 

  
If your attraction is already listed on Virginia.org 

1. Log in to the Virginia.org Administration Tool here: http://admin.virginia.org   
2. From the Listings Page, see the Virginia Green logo and click “Apply” to being the application 

process.  Avoid using multiple tabs when completing the application.  
3. Check off your green activities on the checklist; these items will also be used to create your 

Virginia Green profile.  
4. You will be notified by email when your Virginia Green application has been accepted. This 

may take 1-2 days after your Virginia Green Application has been submitted 
 
 
 

If you have any questions feel free to contact Virginia Green at virginiagreen@deq.virginia.gov  
Thank you for voluntarily committing to minimize your impact on the environment! 

 
Virginia Green is a partnership program supported by 

 
 

 


